We celebrate our fourth birthday 
by giving away thousands of pounds | 
worth of CPC goodies! 
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™. “AA... so!" 
On the brilliant birthday cover cassette... 

) SHINOBI — special fully playable mission! 
DATA CREATOR - Basic from nowhere! 
WORDSEARCH - pleasing puzzier! 
SELF-DESTRUCT -— hilarious practical joke 
DALEKS - classic CPC fun! 

» EASISHEET- complete spreadsheet! 








F AT M A \ is a shadow in 
PALEY Wthe darkness, 
as elusive as a dream. High 
above the seamy streets of 

» GOTHAM, he is a criminal’s 
Bille laliurelscMelil-Me)sl)aule) o-Rrolme 
‘east city — BATMAN. 
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AMSTRAD ACTION @ OCTOBER 1989 


FRONTEND _—isi|XK 


NEWS@LETTERS == 


AMSCENE 


All the CPC news and previews 


REACTION 


Once more into the po 
cL 














ams THE VERY BEST IN CPC ENTERTAINMEN T cms 


LASER SQUAD 
The long wait is finally over: Target 
Games triumph! 
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EMMA BROADLEY 


Wil you please welcome the lady who makes 
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ams CPC USES@HARDWARE@PROGRAMMING — 


THE AA COVER 
TAPE! 


Boy, have we a cover cassette for you! We have a MAJOR 
Amstrad exclusive in the form of Virgin/Mastertronic's 
conversion of the brilliant coin-op Shinobi, and a veritable 
TON of other utilities and entertainment... 
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LICENCE TO KILL 


Domark's word is their Bond... , 
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THE LOOK 


Future Publishing Limited : ) Oh my goodness me it's a graphics series! 


4 Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ NEVER A CROSSWORD 


es 0225 446004 ® Fax 5 446019 © Editor Steve Carey —— World's best CPC mag (7,6) reviews crossword prog 
® Technical editor Pat McDonald @ Games @0ytor Trenton Wiebe 


Nee KING OF PRINTERS 


Stuart McColl James Wilson, Adam Peters @ Photography Stuart daynes Te AUT 


A a my : im 7 ra rar Ss ee * Taree A wwe | 
Siual : 7 Whew, and we said we were giving itaway? Must be maq 
@ Publisher Greg Ingham @ Production Fiona Mine @ Subscriptions ging 

Christine Stacey @ 0459 74011@ Mal Order Clare Bates ® U436 4011 . 


© Advertisements Elaine Brooks © 0225 446034 @ Distribution Comeg aaa MICE AND EASY DOES IT 
FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 1000 Amead Actxois on Inienendent cubicann The comes 38,457 Resident rodent expert PAT "The Cat" McD. sorts ‘em out 
| i ire -* FUDEE Pati t i] L i at: r 5 bpd Ee poy arg = ; 7 Wy et July- ' ' , = 
Ps F ORUM —— | 
1988 Page after page of hints, tips and problem solving 





ROCKSTAR 


Codemasters’ Ate My Hamster simulator 





INDIANA JONES 


US Gold whip up the hysteria... 


. oe’ vw ve "rv PP 
ae lex Dt 


mT ore ne PORT 


TW all a great day out at Wembley 
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THE PILGRIM Is BACK: j 


BY popular demand, three pages of adventuring’ 








THE AA FOURTH 
BIRTHDAY MEGA- 
COMPETITION! 


We have lined up what we believe to be the biggest ever 
CPC competition. For heaven's sake, don't miss out! 
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FIRST EDITION — 





Head all aut it, write your own fanzine, read all about it! 
TYPE INS 

Let Lil hinge 6 do the walk ig ) PIOQTaMMers Mrvalia 
INSIDE OUT 

STUART McCOLLS CPC conducted tour comes to an end 
CHEAT MODE 

A five page special, including THE ELITE CLUB 


INSIDER DEALING 


Hackers hacker PHIL HUWARD mucks about Some more 
HELP LINE 


Stuck? Here's the place to head for help! 


BUYERS GUIDE 


You'd be mad to buy before you check it out here 


alone OFF. ERS 


Psst! Just don't ask how we can afford to sell so cheap! 


Ez =_— 








DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 


from M.J.C. 


AAS 
SIVA F 
On! There 

you are te 


LO AAAS 


DISC GAMES 


Inchana Jones on the Last Crusade 
RRP 14.99 OURS 10.95 
OFFER ENDS 30th SEPTEMBER 


CARD INDEX: Sues to use fling system | 
CASS: 19.95 
DISC: 24.95 











SIMPLE ACCOUNTS: easy to use 
accounts ideal for small business 
includes VAT, CASS: 34.95 
| DISC: 39.95 











JOB ESTIMATOR: useful tool for con 
tractors. DISC: 39.95 















PRODUCT COSTING: DISC:39.95 Full 
specificahons on all of the above pro 
grams Of FeQUEST. 





EDUCATION 





| French Mistress (12 to acu... a 
| Spanish Tutor (12 to adult) ............ 
| Italian Tutor (12 to adult) ......... Beldcaus 6. 


DISC SERIOUS 





Poke Easy PRS ...........0ccccscesereeees 14.95 
Rodos Extra Disk >»! 

Advanced Art Studio ..........0........... 19.95 

CPM BASED 

At Last Plus.............. riibtcaleinanciadiey, 29.95 
WROCIETY Bn ss-.enncereecsereererssnsnsssccrenes do 
Fortran..... a ee: 
Nevada Cobol weed 95 
Hisoft Devpac 80... peer < Be 
Hisoft Pascal 80... od .95 


Hisoft C Compiler ... ances 
lankey 2 Finger Typing...................19.95 


Protext CPM: including 
Spelichecker & Mailmerge 
RRP 359.95 OURS £39.95 


= sl 95 


Tasword 464. oes bi 





95 


SUPPLIES 






Printer Lead e OM... 
Mono Screen filter... See lll 
Colour Screen Fier. 


Quickshot Turbo 0 joystick aeviditess 
464 Monitor ext ‘Leads. oe eee 
6128 Monitor ext Leads....................7. 
AMX Mouse + An Software......... 
ral Mouse + spi Press sgapeioercie 54.95 
6128 Dust Cover (mona/cal) .. Scbeccicie hE 
KDS 5 ws" BOOK disc drive (state 4646129) .159.95 
DKTK Memory Expansion.............45.95 


RIBBONS 
Quantity 

Printer 1 z =] 
DMP 2000/7160 3.50 6.00 
Panasonic 1060/1081 3.95 ... 
} Citizen 1200 .. ce: = eoe | 

Star LC10 (Black) 3.95 7 
| Miero-P169200 a 
Star LC10 Colour 5.95 
| CF2 Disc (Amsoft/Maxell) 

















PLEASE CALL 
| FOR AVAILABILITY 





BCPL... 

Rodos... os 
Gage Rom (state which WFace).... wad oh - 
Riombo (if purchased with Rom)... 
KDS Rom Board (Holds 6) onl 





7 Ad Star LC 
| September just £714.95! 





The Print Enhancement Package 
New Qualitas Plus version 2 
ADS & Bit Printer Port 
R.R.P £36.90 
Package Price £34.95 


As hence 0 new oe font brary 
R.R.P £51 
Package Price £44.50 





At last it 15 possible to gel COhMOur SCreen 
dumps from a 61/8! 


COLOUR DUMP 2 is available exclusively 


1 from MLC Supohes and will take a standard 


screen fle from Advanced Art Studio or 

| created with AMX Art, and print ¢ out m full 

| colour on a Star LC10 colour printer. You 

| CHOOSE WIECH COMOUrS On Paper, represent 
Wiech Inks On Screen tor total control and wari 

| abhor. Also works on Epson compatibles. inc 
DMP 2000/2160 with coloured nbborrs. 


COLOUR DUMP 2 - £12.95 
ADVANCED ART STUDIO - £19.95 


C10 colour orders before 30th 





stan 
| > PRICES < 
PRINTERS ~~, HELP 


| | All printers listed have a ten inch (A4) cer- 


fiage, are Epson compatible, and feature 
continuous or single sheet paper. Alf 
prices include [he necessary cable 


Z 120-D 
Cheap Epson FX-80 compabble grang a 

| fange of text sizes and effects in draft mode 
| Limited sizes and effects in NLO 


SONIC KXP - 
Offers all ihe draft mode text sizes of the 
| OM.P 2160. but i¢ better buill, more reliable, 
| and offers N.L.O. mm all sizes and effects, for 
onty £10.00 éxtra! Highly recommended 
£159.95 





Ac well but and rekable a5 the Panasonic 


Has four N.L.O. fonts (typefaces). in combima- 


tion with all sizes and effects. New low prices 
makes it well worth considenng 
£174.95 





Al tha features of tha LC-10, but with a seven 
omlour option for céourtul text. Wf you want 
colour graphecs plpase call frst for advice 

£2i4.2s5 


24 min version of the LC-10. Has 5 @xcellent 
letter quality fonts avaliable with all s2es and 
eects. Two extra effect, outline and shadow 
are also foatured. Good value 
£269.95 


WE ARE NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR OF SPECIALISING IN AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER, OUR POLICY IS TO PROVIDE THE WIDEST RANGE AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES WITH A FAST TURN AROUND TIME - TRY OUR SERVICES WITH CONFIDENCE 
CALLERS WELCOME: Mon-Fri 9 to5 Sat10to4 
PLEASE SEND CHEQUES/POs TO: 


M.J.C SUPPLIES, (AA) 





40a Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 9TS. 
Tel: (0462) 32897/420847 or 421415 a bet gorse Card orders 


: TMJ 
COM etC 
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up to version 101 Manager Robin @ Pandora is getting better all the 


Nixon was very happy about his | time, while Speech gets an encore 
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micro-computer special 
ronet 800 have acquired a much 
Lromic mallbox facility - mostly 
fest over the original system 
sending one raatibsore 


frame | 


FOU must KNOW. ¥ innow send five lrames 


to up to lz people at 4 tin rou will be 
Informed when the mailbox is read, and 
there's a notepad area which lets you eclit and 
Store Mailboxes 
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ih bee pee OPLPh. 





Ope @citors [ne ngnts to sel speech’, toe fun 


Bt 
ew sprite handling and intelligent program thal fets your CPC speak 
COMpPUATION O that memory 5 ip for ise in puré EI J af #) 
ised as ellinently as possibile, For fop of this 15 a tutorial, and a util 
PxISLING users the price of upgrad fy to spe@ac oul Asc [Wes = all for 
ing (from V1.00 to V1.01 of, when a mere £4.95 on tape and £7.95 on 
available, V2.00) is £4.95. Swift are disk 
7? 840 © And Swift's £30 Keyword utility is 


have 


recently 





acquired reviewed in this issue on p. 20 
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This all costs -— naturally: 1p per usage 
mailbox, plus 4p for receiving a pre-addressed 
Mailbox. Advertising and promotuonal mes 
sages cost 2Up per time for mailshots. And ol 

i there are the dreadful VAT charges on 
top of thal 
@ Brunning Software's Brunword Elite is current: 
ly undergoing fine pre-release tuning. "We have 
no doubt that when it is released it will be very 
well received,” predicted Peter Brunning confl- 
dently 

Meanwhile, Brunning's 100 Letters utility for 
Infoscript is reviewed in this issue on p. 20. 
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olars excellent LUZ4-10 (reviewed in AAs) has 
heen reduced by £100 to £299, and an LC24-10 with 
, a carriage wide enough to take AS size paper 
' (labelled the LC24-15) has been introduced at £499. 
Furthermore a new intermediate printer 
between the LC10 colour and the LC24-10 is on its 
way. Known as the Star LC15, it costs £399 and has 
a Wi ic] e Caf] hat] i: 
It also has the unconventional feature of the 
per feeding through the bottom of the pmnter, 
lich means that it takes up less space than a nor- 
Mal printer. Finally. the LU 10 is to be updated to the 
LC10 Il. minus the colour option but with a 20% 
faster printing rate. It costs £229 


Discuss your needs with Star on t 01 840 1800. 


@ We're going lo make you a 
Siar... 
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[ COMPUTER i . | a great competition | pul 
SHOPPER 24% 11 cise The Computer Shopper 
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® Get out of your trolley in the AA Shoppercompetition! = esivec jof eourse! Romb rebel ater 
@ Watch out for the full and 
definitive CPC review in next 
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uals, Kempston Data and Tynesoft. Others less well known. such as A&S Distt igh apace Seeds ts 
Eas ares ii E a Bh ern ie | months AA, and a competition 
tion, Al Computer Suppties, B Eytes, Caspell Computer Services, Computer Stor | 





pe | oF a | fa to win one all for yourself! 
Graft Vent, Manor Court Supplies and Margin Maker will all be there as part o a @ All together now: and next month 
what it is Claimed will be "the biggest Amstrad : vel ed iney re making another one: 


50 Get Into taining, and | 
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‘Op: for the best? 
t's called Operation Gunship - and that's about all 
we can tell you until the full review next month 

We can reveal that its by the sell-styled 
famous Oliver Twins, the team behing Dizzy, 
Treasure [sland Dizzy, Fast Food, Advanced Pin- 
ball Sim, Race Against Time, GhostHunters 






® Op Wolf meets 
Gunship, perhaps? 
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is coming! Yes folk wnd heavy 
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Heroes: sequel promised 

Heroes of the Lance, US Gold's Advanced Dun 

‘qeons and Dragons bash-'em-up, is claimed to 

have passed the 150.000 sales mark. Now 

things are once again stirring in the mythical 

world of Arynn, for [he Dragons of Flame is, as 
say, Coming Soon to your CPC 












FABULOUS FREE STICEER: 
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Punisher also to fea srmuind the The —T YA a a eile November, but after the epic saga of delays on 
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starring He-Man around the adventures of the mutant/super could be an adventure in itself. Wait and see 
meathead Dolph hero band. The X-Men are the biggest selling ira 

Ludgren, is the new Marvel title a Rage are predictably ngeons;[ ' ragons 

Marvel sensation banging the gong m oi 

Up WILD an lame the Marvel character 
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my-game princi Gascoigne ee .. 

is the most skilful computer oppo- aow!? Hic! 

nent, 50 it might be wiser to play 
de a Cee Well known warbler, hoofer and 
ds Wit Spurs Tather than against | 
on _ the:m! squeaker Whacko Jacko is about 


to moonwalk across your screen 
going “Aow!" and “Hic!” rather a 
lot. Jackson's fantasy film Moon- 
walker is being given the US Gold 
treatment even as you read this, 
and they claim, somewhat pre- 
dictably, to be using all the best 
transformation, battle and chase 


esthan @ Gazza’s Super Soccer gets the full 
| which treatment in next month's issue 
rol the We're having a ball - don't miss it! 
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the game! @Gazza:over‘ere YOU to play any tea 3 
On the centre of the son, on me ‘ead! Irom any Bngush di ee , 
sitch the view is from th inn and the Seosticl s) No doubt US Gold expect 
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de. but when You oet near t} Rach team is based o a 9 tabloids’ favourite Jackson's 
e perspective switch etisiiar sonal f HCL charisma and talent to generate 
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Micropro Jr Hel, a weapons and points hidden 
cute shoot'em ih a away in the bDnckwork 
qistinct Hal! cc Which have be blasted 
carnes on where the exc and collected. [he lev- 
lent Hick Dan gerous left off is are short but difficult 

As the pilot of a smal and include one starting in 


® Full review in next month's 
AA (available from all good 
newsagents on Thursday, 
October 12: order your copy 
now!) 
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@ Mr Heli: nice gameplay, shame about the title? 


interesting to see whether an 
essentially musical film can trans- 
late successfully into a computer 
game. Where might it end? Pro 
South Pacific Simulator IT? Okla- 
homa, The Arcade Adventure? An 
American Gunship in Pans? 
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® Moonwalker: it'll end in "hic" noises 








AMSTRAD ACTION - ] 


* Fully illustrated | 
|* Over 20,000 words per @ 
s §=6imonth | 
%* Proper A4 format 


_ Letters, Basic, Comms, 
£19.00 | Mcode, Hardware pro- 


EUrOPe sence iene Pees ee £22.50 PS 


Overseas . paises 10.00 ——— 
Iternative 


‘ es 
Current issue =" ) ve’ 2g — 





CASPELL RIBBON REFRESHER 

An 80z can does upto 30 ribbons —— ==: . 

ONLY £7.95 PER CAN | Pee) Advanced OCP Art Studio — £18.95 
——— : OCP Art Studio — £15.95 


The Advanced Art Studio, bundled 
together with the Genius Mouse, 
Interface and Mouse Mat — £49.95 


THE PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 


CPM DISC 1 - MACHINE CODE TOOLS Price £6.50 





CPM DISC 2 - COMPUTER LANGUAGES + Meee) ~Ram Delta Joystick ......ccccccccce. 6.99 
, Kador Seal 'n’ Type covers 95 





CPM 1DISC 3 — FILE AND DISC MANAGEMENT : 
ecker. Unix GRE nd. PCW MasterCalc 128 
| MasterFile Ill 


CPM DISC 4 — AT YOUR LEISURE hh Price £6.50 af 
SLIT RAITT REI EI FR FREER MasterCalc AND MasterFile 





CPM DISC 5 - THE BUSINESS Price £6.50 Protext (CP/M+) _ aaa 
VME | POCK@t PYOteKt (CRIME) isccccssussssccocsscsivassuisencresc@ee 
CPM DISC 6 and 7 — PASCAL PLUS (Two Discs) Mets) Protext Filer ome | | esiecet O50 
, | | BCPL (CP/M+} " — 19.50 

CPM DISC 6 - MORE COMPUTER ‘LANGUAGES etry Arnor C (CP/Ms) 39.00 
3 Nery Maxan 1.5 (ROM) | Ped.20 

CPM aleuidsdemmansnanaie ice) §=Protext Office (Disk) cesseree £27.25 


aie [ Rombo Rom Box.. | susenensrseeen ieee 
PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS | |VIDI-CPC digitise oe i198 
Public Domain software support available to WACCI | | ° * CF2 discs (yes we've got them!) ai EO 


subscribers. 110 x CF2 discs. .... 


ij Ki iT r wh fi rar 120 x CFe2 Ciscs . Paina 95 
i ia he ae aera DMP 2000/3000 Printer Ribbons (each) ...................3-20 


Send £1.25 for full catalogue and details (E and OE). 


WACCI UK, 9 SOUTH CLOSE, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX TW2 5JE 
Est. 1986 — Phone 01-898 1090 














@Not such a grim pill to 
swallow after all! 

| have sweated and walked miles 
to get a petition together to bring 
back the Pilgrim. Scan the list and 
you will see that a lot of famous 
people are upset because the 
adventure column in AA has dis 
appeared 

J Stiles 

Ron Reagan 
Dr Spock 
Granny Smuth 
Level 9 Hank Marvin 

J Henderson (local corner shop) 
Michael Jacxson and Bubbles 
Joe Longthorne Joan Pancott 
Terry Wogan Capt Birdseye 
Eric Bristow Clint Eastwood 
Lee Trevino Willie Carson 
HRH Frank Bruno 
Clive Sinciair Tom and Jerry 
Mother Theresa Muchael Fish 
Eddie Murphy Ronme Corbett 
Shakin Stevens Mel Gibson 


Pr G Bush 
Kate Bush 
M Thatcher 
Dr Doolittle 


Bros Lech Walesa 
Paul McCartney's son 
Shergar 


Anyway, [think you get the point! 
Jim Struthers, 
Blyth, Northumberland 


AA; Jum, I hate to sound scepti- 
cal, but! anow for a fact that 
Buobies (to name but one) has 
trouble doing the joined up writ- 
ing. You wouldn't be telling a 
teeny, weeny porkie pie by any 
chanee, would you? 

Never mind, you and ali the 
other Pilgnm fans have made 
your wishes known. Turn lo page 
‘0 and ali your birthdays will 
arrive at once! 

Incidentally, [ hope that this 
encourages other AA readers to 
put hey own preferences into 
writing, You see, !t really does 
make a difference 


@Copy and be damned! 
My letter concerns Phil Craven's 
article on software copying and 
the new Copynght Law /AA48} 
Due to the ever-present threat of 
corruption (from which | have 
twice suffered), | have formed the 
habit of making backups wherever 
possible. lt is plain common sense 
software manufacturers seem 


A letter can make all the difference (it brought the Pilgrim 
back!). So write to: Reaction, AA, 4 Queen St, Bath BA] 1EJ. 


There's a £15 software voucher for the letter of the month, 
- too! 


to be divided into three camps 
There are the producers of serious 
Programs who recognise this need 
and positively encourage the cre- 
ation of backups, or give a life 
time's replacement quarantee 
Closely allied to them are 
the producers ol 
budget labels 
dnd compila- 
tions, The 
third camp 
contains the 
seltishly- 
motivated 
games cre 
alors 

Let me 
MaKe My CWT 
position clear. lam 
opposed to piracy. The 
fact 1s that if you copy someone's 
lawful copyright property, whether 
IL be article, artwork, musical 
score Of COMPUTE! program, for 
personal gain, oF to pass on to 
someone else who might other- 
wise DUY a Copy. [hen Vou are a 
thuef So 1s the recipient 

However, | am also opposed to 
np-olfs, When Amstrad disks were 
reduced In price, it Was reason: 
able to expect soltware houses to 
follow suit, at least part way. But 
the thought of all that extra loot 
Was too Dig a temptation, so they 
jumped onto the profiteering 
handwagon. As | dislike being 
fleeced, | only buy a game on disk 
if it is a multi-loader 

My own sequence of actions 
are, then, quite clear, the 
Copyright and Patents Act 1988 
notwithstanding. | shall continue 
Lo attempt to transcribe software 
on cassette to disk on the basis 
that the tape and its contents are 
legitimately mine for me to do 
with as | please, a5 long as [ do 
not rob the onginators of their just 
dues (or Ul-gotten gains, as the 
case may be), lf sophisticated pro- 
lection cannot be bypassed, even 
though the game may be to my 










taste | will not buy the disk ver 
sion. If the product is a disappoint 
ment, then it will be put out fora 
rummage sale. In this respect, the 
soltware company loses out 
because somebody will pay 25- 
50p, instead of purchasing a full- 
priced, brand-new copy — and 
I say good luck to him 
and serve them night! 
Wm ACC Smith 
Windsor 


PS Incidentally, your 
contributors seem to 
be fond of quoting 
my name at frequent 
Intervals, Usually with 
derogatory remarks. | 
would be obliged if they 
would at least show me the cour- 
Lesy of getting my initials right 
Not too much to ask, 15 It? 
WACCS 


AA: Oh dear, now what do we 
do? After two of Mr Smiths previ 
ous contributions to Reaction 
(AA4!) we received numerous 
letters from readers of the opimon 
that WACCS was a token short of 
4 pop-up toaster. Now he’s gone 
and spoiled ther fun by writing 
just about the most sensible letter 
ve seen on the whole piracy 
debate 

Seems like aur readers will 
have to find someone else to be 
unpleasant about... Ah! An idea! 
Emma, come out here, [ think the 
good people have something to 
Say to you, 


@! could do with 3D! 
Since winting to you last month 
about obtaining a package that 
would allow me to turn 2D draw 
Ings in to 3L), | have run into sev- 
eral problems. You suggested I| try 
Mode! Universe from Armor, $0 1 
decided to aive them a ring. 

After three attempts [ finally 
got through only to be told that 








they had stopped producing and 
selling the program. [ am therefore 
WHtng tO you once again, not to 
complain but to print the following 
plea to the other 35,000 or so read: 
ers 
Is there anyone out there who 
would sell me Mode! Universe on 
disk for the Amstrad CPC, please 
give me a ring on (061) 789 2294 
I would also like to thank you 
for publishing my previous letter 
Could you also include my name 
and ‘phone number for the Elite 
Club that you mentioned last 
issue 
Andrew Manning 
29 Kingswood Road, 
Winton, Eccles, 
Manchester M30 HN 


AA: This is a little odd_ since | 
personally rang Armor and 
checked that they stil! had copies 
of Model Universe. They said they 
werent publicising the fact, but 
ves, (iéy did have a few copies 
left. Perhaps they ve all gone 
now. Anyway, if same Aind reader 
could help Andrew out he'd be 
very gratelul 

And well be glad to enter you 
in the Elite Club roster, which 
Incidentally kicks off in this 
month's Cheat Mode on p. 84 


"ANG THIS KEY SiMULATes 


WRITERS BLocK.. ” 
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TWAS HIG LAST WISH,. 


@ln the club 

At last, after 12 months of tread- 
ing water with my wellies on, I 
have at last reaches a rating of 
‘Dangerous.’ 

Unfortunately, | keep getting 
‘zapped’ by a ship, which appears 
to have a cloaking device. 

Any leas, suggestions or 
pokes? (I don't have a little biack 
box, nor do I have the cassette 
poke from AAZ0.) 

Elite Club could be just the 
ticket for intrepid space cadets 
like me, especially if it helps me 
zap this disappearing pirate 
before he zaps me 

By the way, Jet's get back to 
basics with Cheat Mode: we don't 
al] have a little black box or disk 
drives. 

Yours dangerously 
Joe Howard 
Manchester 


AA: Point taken. Joe: though of 
course many of our readers do 


@Art stopping 


have little black boxes and disk 
drives. We try to stnke a balance, 
and suggestions such as yours 
help us to do so. 


@All that glisters 

The Bite Club seems a good idea, 
particularly if we can get some 
ideas for the “Gold” version of this 
superb game. 

Ive been playing the "Gold" 
Version for about two years now, 
am Elite status, have Cloak and 
Jammer, got 5.6 million credits and 
can carry 150 ton cargo. All the 
questions, tips, hints, etc I've read 
to date relate to the “routine 
game. Can anybody answer:- 

l How do you get the 8 digit code 
to access side 2 of the disk (I have 
200+ “Rt On Cmadrs*)? 

2 How do you get to the “hidden 
planets, eg Celees in galaxy 6 
(there are others)? 

3 Why can you make suns and 
planets disappear? 

4 Why can you move suns and 
planets? 

5 How do you safely enter the non 
rotating stations’ - lve entered 
the “flashing” stations and 
destroyed up to 250 ships at one 
station 

6 How do you increase ibe 
space range without going v 

witch space with fuel scoops on? 

The “Gold” version objective 
seems to be to get a bigger ship 
and extra armaments (Right 
Lobster, etc). To see this, load 
Commander Elite and ignore the 
“Disk Error” message 

R. Chandler 
Worcester Park, Surrey 


AA: Can anyone help Lhis posses 
sor of coolest name of the month? 
He or she signs olf as simpiy 
‘Chandler,” so it’s quite impossible 
to tell if there's any connection 
with the mmmortal Ray 


I recently purchased the excellent AMS Stop Press, as 1 hope to start a 
home based business designing and printing posters etc using my 


Amstrad CPC 6128. 


As | already had the OCP Advanced Art Studio | decided to see if a 
screen created and saved from Art Studio could be imported into Stop 


Press, 


l was disappointed to find, as possibly others have already found, 
that when loaded into Stop Press the top part of the picture (an inch or 


$0) Was missing. 
After quite a bit of messing around | have come up with a solution 

which may assist others with the same problem. 

1 Load Art Studio. Select Mode 2 and click the bottom arrow box J 


mes. 


2 Switch on ‘Display coords’ from the “Input Devices” menu. 

+ Return to the main menu and pull down the “Shapes” menu. Set the 
“Elastic” switch to on and select Rectangles. 

4 Draw a rectangle from the co-ordinates X:8, Y:320 to X:631, Y:8 (the 
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@The games quiz: we pick the lucky winner 


Last month Jeremy Congley presented these posers: 

1 What happens when you finish Jet Set Willy? 

é Which two moves score the most points in Way of the 
Exploding Fist? 

3 What is the message at the end of Gryzor? . 

4 What is the weapon on the 5th stage at Target Renegade? 


Now MARC FREE of Tendring in Essex has come up with what we reckon 
to be fairly plausible answers: 
1 Mr Willy walks from the master bedroom to the bathroom and then 
enters a new room called: ‘Oh $#!+! The Central Cavern! where he jumps 
up and down indefinitely. (This is also the first level of Manic Miner! 

2 Flying kick + roundhouse 


L ARG ET 
(NE : : 


2 Congratulations... You have saved the Earth 
from the Alien threat. Unfortunately... 
Destroying the heart activates a self- 

destruct Mechanism which blows up the 
Planet... HOW SAD..." 
4 Snooker cue. "PS," he adds, "] think that a 
games competition is a great idea and look 
forward to seeing one soon... 


AA: Congrats, Marc! You've just won yourself 
a crisp (salt'n'vinegar flavoured) AA tenner, 
signed by the entire team, some even in 
| joinedupwriting. 
As for a games competition: what do you 
think you've just won, the Kentucky Derby? 


| ct. lero 
j= SES lot 


wore | ad 
> 


Jamal wl 4 
: aah 
AP zt ¢ 


: FRAGILE] 





‘LOOKS LIKE YouR AA PRIZE |S HERE SON “ 
®@ This could be you - turn to p. 34 this instant! 


top LH and bottom RH corners respectively). 
5 Save the screen as “Stopress." 

You now have a box the exact size for Stop Press, and any time you 
ran to use Art Studio, simply load the ‘STOPRESS’ screen, create your 
design within the box and save it to > abate disk as 

“Fuename. PMS". “i 

- Thaven't tried the using modes 0 ; 
or 1, but as Stop Press used only | é ALI Ly L [M0USE 
two colours there doesn t seem to 
be any point. 


David Swailes, 


AA: Brilliant, David! I reckon 
you've earned the undying grati- 
tude of anyone faced with the same 


@Sphinx Jinx: thanx! 
Now fora nice ' | telephoned 
Incentive Safueare Lid today t 


7 5 ye 1 ra ur rypeae 7 f , 
enquire ii they nad a Notahcvet kn 
a Bf = F 7 te | F Fie roa | 
Total Fi oe i = P| | renee FLED Gla a 
needed help witli one room to 


enable me to finish the game. The 


receptionist Very Kindly put me 
through to Mr lan Andrew hin 
' =| ly Loo pleaser 

CULE af ! 


big “thank you” to Mr Ani dr 
Nave DOW Mahacged lO Sonpiel 
thanks LO J 


ruse Tris 


nag been tearing 


week! Also thank vou t 
recepvonist whd Very BILLY Niece 
enguimes for me 

Sarah Drummond 


Ayr, Ayrshire 





@ Sphinx Jinx thanx: lan Andrew is 
a further Incentive to buy 
Freescape games, says Sarah D. 


AA: 
[ie time fo say thanks, Saran 
propabiy gol 


Py tg! Py bl \ e 7 Le Lg PVLFiersii 
LWT ior + 2 a i Z hel yj a ie fii y ve Ci 


S TOO OF YOU to fart 


Im 


Vell, it 


ng to maxce him 


fan is one of the micest and kind 
est people [ve dealt with as AAS 


Arey I I 


editor ! here VOU are, / (O10 you i 
Would Mage hum f 

By the way. [ doy 
Dreaxing any CONndences in 
fewing you that there wu bi 
another Freéscape epic in time 


for this Christmas: details as soo! 


sphteemervage S oom 
l aqr 
On fis point about more sound and 
music pI 
the ever decreasing size of Type 
ins it shoukin't be too hard to list a 
few 

I would like to learn “machine 
code” on my 464, but don't kn 
how to go about it. The Use 
Manual says that | 
assembler DIOgTamM and reoom 
mends the Amsoft assembler, with 
editor, disassembler and monitor. | 
would be grateful if you 


ee —o, i a. 27S Pa B is 
ograms for the CPC. With 


Tt oe ee er 
nee d £a 


terse 
would 


REACTION 


@ls it true that Rave=Grave, and Mastergame=Masterlame? 


lam worried by the apparent lack of success of your 
Mastergames. Not since AA16 Mastergame Gauntlet has 
an AA Mastergame reached the top position in the 


Amstrad Gallup Chart, and in fact very 
rarely do they appear in the top 10. Is 


there something notonous about 


them? Also, the recent chart-toppers 
like Robocop and Last Ninja 2 have not 


even been reviewed by you! [s there 
something sinister lurking near 


Sugarman?’ Who knows, only you can 


tell | suppose 


Derek Wong 
Thormton Heath, Surrey 


AA: We've just received an 
announcement from US Gold, which 
claims that Heroes of the Lance 
(Mastergame, AA37) has sold “more 


advise me o 


mba aly 


ly and a 


in which program to 
“Machine Code Fol 
Beginners’ type book. [m 14 years 
d and have had my ever faithful 
464 lor fe Nad 


LOUr Years, and nay 
ice in Basic 
Antony Bennett 
Romford, Essex 


ne Tis J wee m fa 
ra La) 2 Pee) all ALG 


LOLS of expernel 


Se ea 
Voaviced use! 


jf 7 F fe J. rf 7 . a | 
brliige fof tine 464 | 





AA: Po; ken about 
i VT i 4 “f 
ryaudh WT new 
Technical Balter may 
have something t 
Car Fy rine oe pat 
a 1 i ear] ifs i I 
; Fail 
bjer trv MA 
a. : Ys | 
Supplies wt O46, 
| wee F 
he : ‘ 
Wiakxalll, al 
4a if 
r inet fe fii 
r pl hat] 
Fd a: 
Soil Hoo rf 
oe ‘ : 
i Wa 5 Ful fail 
ck i i Le } 


T oe oe ai - Iau in fo SO Ta 1 
N66), OF CONSULT OUF BOOK quide 


i fy, Ay ° i a] 


@®ROM for improve- 
ment? 


har} 


b . Pwo risk 7. a0) Fk a : 
WWhal 5 happened to all the 44 ti 









@ Mystery oft 


than 150,000 copies.” 


That's not all on Amstrad, of 


course, but even so it's a fair old turnover. What do you 
say to that, then, Derek? 


he disappearing 


Robocop = we tell all! 





Two or three months ago | 
decided to u porac le my 464 (as in 


AA 30). CPC Lt 

thet aie nor { 
LOMputers lke 

expecte es delive 


LOmMorroWw 


recent chec 
though K & 
aon 


celiveries - Bt 


ERnOW 


RO 
sock 


LOO laALe LO 


round flat things? 


Wise 


shows 
Mr now é 
when 
1E that 
screaming for 


d could supply nei 


-PM+ OSH K A ay 


but they 
the ROMs 


ri@s Of 


Ww (Sounds familiar?) A 


no change 
iamut they 
they can expect 


nasn t 


464 UPGRADE 
ROM NOW AVAIL 


Se 
1 = 

i i | Ls v7 [heir 

ee eo sae bEEIL ES 


acverts. And the 
there's the adverts 


Thea amazing 
iboard extra with 
ettor (unobtain 


» ROMS 


rwirack 
aj ep dG hak § 


it Britis 
‘K-Up? 
| iy, 1S | 
COMMeENnL ON those 


YOu! 


COMIMeTICS 


a 

mh Live pelline Oo ntriquea me. as ft 
cre ? i > he ” 

wg e English spelling was 
Wiha € HK Being a cheap 


A, Te] | Can LT eo] 


19649 Chambers 


EE Pa | ree = z a ae joes. Ae 
found: “disk. see csc. disc: disk. : 
by ancient Greeks 


@So long, and fishtanks for all the fish 
I would just like to ask one question, and that question is this: was 
comment on page 79 of AA 48, “You can trust us, we don't intend to 


leave the planet for quite some time! 


t. lconsu ted my 


s Dictionary and 


" a reference to the book The 


Hitch Hikers Guide To The Galaxy (about the dolphins) or to the 


book Stark by Ben Elton? 


Andrew Manning 
Manchester 


AA: Oh yes. Very definitely yes... What was the question again? 





| something else.“ 


Secondly, let’s come clean about 
Last Ninja 2: we looked at it, and 
decided it was the biggest load of old 
rubbish since Psycho Pigs UAB, and 
that we'd much rather review some 
better games. 

As for Robocop - which inciden- 
tally we liked very much - we had 


| such problems getting a review copy 


out of Ocean at the time that we 
thought, “Stuff ‘em, we'll review 

We don't usually 
have this problem, and are at a loss to 


explain why the normally helpful and 
_ enthusiastic Ocean crowd should 


have suddenly turned so shy 


disc tile (comput)... disc player.. 
ete, etc [Gr diskos|," Enc 
Partndge'’s Origins has: “disc, 
disk; see dish dish disk; disc, 
discus, discoik; 1, Dish comes f 
OE disc. a plate, pad L discus, 
dish, disk, quoit... L discus repre- 
sents Gr diskos, a platter, quoit 
As this was hardly clear sup- 
port for your case | eventually con- 
sulted the local library OFD (1933) 
This resulted in - “Disk, disc: |L 
discus, Gr diskos quoit, dish, aisx 
The earlier and better spelling is 
disk, but there is a tendency to 
use disc in some scientific senses 
(not in the stoeliitead " No reason 
is given for the preference for “k” 
and the many examples of use 
given divide roughly half ‘k’, half 
c’. with not one from the 20th 
cent wonder Lhe latest ed- 


a 


tion says! 

This conjured up a vision of 
tor with his 
coaipach disk player, driving ms 
disk-braked Koller to the local 
cisko where le 1§ disk-jockey, hav 
ing got a slipped disk from disko 
dancing!' 

AS all GICtIONaNes are only as 
good as the whims of their editors, 
and they are by nature always 
years out of date, the ultimate 

honty is what native speakers 
adopt 

In this case it seems to depend 
on whether you favour the Greek, 
as our Editor does, or the Latinate 
Personally I also prefer the ancient 
Greeks to all things Latin, so! 
shall be saving this to a disk file! 

Len Martin 
Stubbington, Hants 


rom 


winhal 
OW gid & 


r ai Skt yphi ie Er 


AA: This ciskussion is now Kon- 
kluded. @ 
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THAT WOMAN 





It's the well known stunt 
columnist and general risk taker 
EMMA BROADLEY, for once in 
rather mellow mood. 

Well, comparatively. 


[ you ever fead other computer mags 


beside AA though why anyone should 
want to is beyond me 
failed to notice that the CPU does not figure 


stronaly guy? PC. 


you Cant fave 


Very oiMall BUSINess 


a'course! No daht abahit it, squire 
Rae a higel Bika i r ia Wo i Wace eoteuee 
Makes is! aT ve ey ed Lhe | fedall . KO 
What theyre talking aboul 


OR, 80 if you really 
had to fave a PC you could probably copble 
together a low-end base model with single 
floppy drive and mone monitor lor about Lavy) 


somewhat more than you would pay for a 


oy ee | on tnt re a we € hh " Fete Paka o ‘ake 2 1 | 
bil2d 4 ea 4 OMOUS monitor) Remember al Lis 
= i =n pe bt . + Le co ys 7 7 % 
end VOUTE SLU In SKOda cILy: to gel anyliung 


Liat would turn heads youd be spending tele 
phone numbers 


But =- and here [ think is the big bul — the 


wr} rie an i rua ue a r Parga ery oF ry 
PADOCTIS as Ql eo ee ee Pe od | 
re i fi 
re rf Liriiir #F i rr Fl i b Fret 1 i | i 
sib] ta] pee eS! bie Ww Pd LdAt bib fork 4 MEEE 
F Te ni ree Teh lee racer FR i righ Fr far 
DOS. SUING WLS dmong Wie DUSINGSS (fate! 


1 


Wordslal Accountant 


(accounts | nd the 


er 
Puy 


i ary ae } re ies St uy 1, 
yj et are re Fy cet 
! iS a A ra kt Sy LESE t 


15 To at FE 
Ld Le fi a a 


hive ie o Skier a . sane ta 
Lei wt fal te hall be are l LPOLE Sot eLearn y 
4 Lar pr ri i af a r Lira Pritt ii Laie F i | a orig 
a pees | er eee PL ea Lt eo | baa 4 wal aL. Laing 


hetvreen E7O and £300, For a fraction of that 


Sum You could get infoscript 6128, o1 


Tasword 6726. Indeed you could get the 


entire Protext suite on ROM and still have 


‘Tete l ita ad | ‘rirctie Ti - LF suet 7 a, TH 1 ryt Sr 7 Laer 
i vA Crialiqe aa af Lk ieee | Fa ane J on be ei 
Se parol | 

-_ Le 





| “Dear Emma,” writes Mr Barry Clarke of 
Sittingbourne in Kent: "Plain speaking by al! 
means, Dut | find il pretty amazing that you 
should think it right to defend rubbish in our 
society 

“Don't you think there is plenty enough 






in human nature already without the need to 
defend even more? 

"And what 1s the ‘standard’ by which you 
judge morality? The Sport?" 

Now I'm not too sure what Barry's talking 
about, actually, because he doesn't specify. But 







14 AMSTRAD ACTION 


muck, porn and general exploitation of the worst 


Ssupercalc would set you back E220) for the 


latest version 

Accounts? Well, Accountant Flus is an 
Integraled STOCK CONnLrOVINVOICING/ eager sys 
something like SD 
Stock Accounting System with knobs on 
except that the PC program costs £249 


Ps 
V rh a 


Microsystems 


a 
Felei ary 
Lem LS 


1, and dont forget the 


3) 
q roe F Ri 
Consider the 


set-up of someone with a 
COMOur (colour. 6178 Ain Office fi 


Protext and business software virtually 
bought to your requirements by mixing and 
matching from what SD Microsystems have to 
offer 

You might get your leg pulled by someone 
with £2 


= To r 1 . iF 
IAle@st JOO and Sey 
etal hundreds of pounds worth of soltware 


I i ra fof 
] i iss) oe 7 nee =| 
Lat FS We tle Le { 


But then, who's the real winne! 


&é The staff of that porno- 
graphic rag the Sport 
should be publicly 
flogged and all their 


possessions burnt ee 


A aa a ' ai al s Aud 

® A communication ol a somewhat different 
so 
al 


& ¥ r rer be i ha el Ll fr ie rus i j 
Rind rom the one sent by Barry Clarke (sé 
m sa — . t | 7 ae 
i Pat t re Le Th do FF f ve i | 
| t L : hed 4 : Tie -# i] ci Nir Lens | | Pe md GL he 
0 


= yr yf a Trt FT 1 F = fy 
Pir hi ver F wm oT Poe F 4 rit er i 
st eee ee be wae ie ai | ona eee ae4 


ONG O1 MY Carlier COLUMNS Sparking Ieelngs ol 


The situation mere is exactly the 


J a | 
dela vu 


same, with Farmers Trading Go pushing the 


On | " h + ral ao 7 74 opLere nae , feb 
CPC LO LAe@ GCUSLY DACK shelves while the 3S] 
Amiga and POs are up front. T! elailers 
protest thai the o Machines a ead and 


Flog ‘em till they beg for mercy, then flog ‘em some more 


I'd quess he’s having a go at me for what | Said in 
this column a few months ago about Barbarian 
Tand "sex'n'violence” in computer games. 

And what | said was, “when s0 many people 
are exposed to the Sport every week, what harm 
can computer games featuring quarter inch 
sprites do?" 

No reference to standard, you notice, and | 
hope no imputation that the Sport is either 
praiseworthy or harmless. | find it filthy and 
degrading, and if the fat creep who owns it were 
to get himself severely beaten up by Mary 
Whitehouse and her host of loonies | wouldn't 


A question of time 


Sleve has asked me to thank the many hun- 
dreds of you - possibly over a thousand - who 
sent back their completed questionnaires so 
promptly. I've had a look at a few, and I'm sur- 
prised and delighted to see that some of you 
actually named this column as your favourite 
thing in the whole mag. (I! you don'l believe 
me, tough: but it’s true, believe me!) 
Admittedly there were also one or two hot- 
heads who named this as their least favourite 
part of AA. Steve tells me he and his team of 
dedicated professionals (well, Trent and Pat - 
and not Pat for much longer) are slaving away 
to produce a full analysis of the results, which 
should appear in next month's issue. Until then 
I'll have to wait in suspense, with bated breath 
and on tenterhooks, itching to hear the ver- 
dict... Broadley: does she slay or does she go? 
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per second, ret is there a WOrd processor [0! 

the PC than can load as fast and yel work as 

Simply Protext on ROM for the CPC? | dont 
LM St ims. [ really dont think so. @ 











mind a bit 
That the Sport | 
iS classified as a 
newspaper and 
hinds its way inte 
thousands of 
homes where chil 
Oren Can See it 1s 
as good an argument in favour of state censor- 
ship and book-burning as | can think of. The staff 
of this pornographic rag should be publicly 
flogged and all their possessions burnt. 
Satisfied, Barry? 
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“Laser Squad is “It's one or two 





























one of the _ player tactical 

best games to warfare situation . > 
appear. with great graphics, 

| | sound, playability and 

| ates Taree hookability to boot. One 
| | player it's great, two 
aad players it’s unbeatable.” 
BLADE SOFTWARE LIMITED AA 


BROOKLANDS NEW ROAD, ST. VES, CAMBRIDGESHIRE PE17 48G. TELEPHONE 0480 496497 


"Available: Amiga £19.95, Atari ST £19.95, PC. £24.95, Archimedes £24.95, C64 cass. £9.95, C64 disk £19.95, Amstrad CPC cass. £9.95, Amstrad disk £19.95, © 
Spectrum cass. £9.95, Spectrum disk £19.95 and MSX £9.95 
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Everything you need to know 
about the greatest cover tape in 
the history of er... cover tapes. 


Daleks 


by Mike Wong 


| @ To load: run tape & select (4) from menu 


This superb little program is a one screen 
game that promises loads o' fun for everyone. 

Your task is to defeat the Daleks on their 
home planet Skaro. Either make them crash 
Into each other, or use your trusty sonic 
screwdriver (which has a limited number of 
uses and only works at point blank range). 
Aiso, the Daleks cannot touch the Tardis. 

You move using the cursor key pad as a 
sort of clockwork movement tablet: [6 is East, 





a Crumbs, rather a lot of Daleks to deal with here! 
fl is South-West, and so on. To use the sonic 
screwdriver, use the 5 key. But be wamed - 
the Daleks track you relentlessly! 

If things get tight use your compact ran- 


| dom hyper space generator (Hh key) to get out 


quick. In dire emergencies enter the Tardis 

but then the Daleks win, and you must beat 
them again on the same level. Daleks is a 
tough, 


often not present in commercial games. 
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thought-provoking game with some 
cute effects and an addictive quality thats 


by Richard Carr 

® To load: run tape & select (5) from menu 
Ever written cote directly into memory? It can 
be a real pain trying to turn it into a list of 


DATA statements for use in a Basic program. 
Some poopie even resort to putting it all in by 
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hand, a nightmare for long lists of binary that 
inevitably results in errors 

That's where this DataMaker comes in 
Load the program, then the code; enter the 
start and end addresses and a filename. The 
program creates a Basic program with data 
neatly put into DATA statements. Re-LOAD the 
new file and then SAVE il again, because it's 
created in ASCII format, not the quickest file 
type for loading and saving. Re-SAVE and your 
CPC uses much faster Basic format. 


. ' y 
eis Aa} 
by Andrew Hodgson 
® To load: run tape & select (3) from menu 
A spreadsheet is a utility used for mathematical 
simulation. By entering values onto a “sheet” of 





electronic paper, the computer can work oul calcu- 


lations between the values, and store the resulls 
further down on this “sheet.” 
Uses might include seeing how much money 


flows through your hands during a year, or costing 
some complicated project, or perhaps seeing how 





@ Cul calculations down to size with Easisheet 
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WordFinder 


by Jason Birkitt 

® To load: run tape & select (6) from menu 
You will surely have come across a word: 
search puzzle — a grid of apparently random 
letters which conceal hidden words. Now you 
can create them onscreen. Simply enter the 
words (don't use spaces: that’s a dead give- 
away!) and the program mernly goes along, 
inserting them in a random grid. You can 
either print it out, rearrange the gnd (some- 
times the words appear in rather obvious 


places), or start on a new grad 


Purpose 

Move around spreadsheet 

from cell to cell 

Reveal/Hide equations 

Help page 

Enter Formula 

SAVE the spreadsheet 

LOAD a spreadsheet 

Calculate the spreadsheet 
CTRLShift,B Return to Basic 

| TAB Go straight to a specific cell 
® All other keys enter text into the cell 
where the cursor is 


Key 


Cursors 





much time a process takes. 

The electronic “page” is laid out in a series of 
rows and columns, which divide it into cells. 
Numbers can be entered into these cells, as can 
lext - to help explain what process (he spread- 
sheet is al. Calculations are also entered into 
these cells. 











Side 


® Important warning: joystick and 
ultra-fast reactions required 

The first side of the AA Fourth 
Birthday Cassette is entirely given 
over to a great fully-playable taster 
of the brilliant new Virgin Games 
coin-op conversion Shinobi 





















you enjoy it as Much as we do! 
Almost certainly this is the best 
cover game that we at Amstrad 
Action have ever had: one complete 
level of Shinobi, the furious martial 
arts arcade adventure from Virgin 


wa Simple: a terrorist 
‘4: network led by 


» = ge Games 
s . cy | ¥ The storyline is 





ag 


= five evil Ninjas 
called the Ring of 
Five have kidnapped 


down again 


the children of various 
world leaders. Tut, tut. 
+ They now have a black- 
mail capacity far in excess 
of any previous nasty 
Only you, as a Master 
Ninja with 50 
Shinobi (a Japanese word 
meaning stealth, by the 
fi Way) it's coming out of 
your ears, can rescue the 
children. 


much 


| TAPE 





Now type 
RUN AATAPE 


There's lots to do: one level, 
one end of level quardian and the 
bonus level. On a 128K machine 
there's a full sound track, as well as 
Various digital samples. But every 
one gets the same level of frenetic 
gamepiay. The most difficult of the the 
Various Movements open to you dif 
ficult is jumping up to a ledge 
press up and fire at the same time 
Down and fire brings you back 


We've included a little menu 
program at the beginning of the 
tape. From it, you can use all of 
the programs available on the 
tape — including backing up the 
B side to disk! To run it, type 


(to get the bar, hold down [Shift] 
and press the key with the @ 
sign to the right of the P key). 





| 


® Due to the sheer mammoth size 
of the Shinobi demo, there isn't a 
routine to transfer it to disk. Load 
it and leave it == 
loaded! 
Look out for 
definitive, * 
two page review 
of this exciting ae 
new game in next month's AA 
and see if you agree with our ver- 
dict! 








playing the tape as explained 
above. Press (1) and then, fol- 
lowing the instructions, press 
the [Play] key on your tape 
recorder and any key on the 
keyboard to set it running (mak- 
ing sure your disk drive is con- | 
nected and switched on). You =| 
should see on the screen infor- 
mation about which files are 
being loaded and saved (eq, 
Loading ONDISK block 1 and so 


simply type the number on on). 





the menu opposite the 
program you want to see, 
and the computer will 
obey. 

lf you're intending to 
save the B side to disk 
(and if you can it’s a good 
idea), you'll need a format- 
ted disk ready to use. 
Here's how you do it... 

Load up the menu by 





® Choose from our delicious menu 








@ Are you stuck’ Unsure of what to do?’ Try 


using the Help program. It prints some infor- 
mation about the tape as well as each of the 
programs. If you have a printer attached, then 
the helpfile can be printed out instead, giving 
you some clues about the purpose of each pro- 
gram 

@® To load the help file, first make sure the 
Lape is rewound to the beginning. Now, if you 
have a 464 hold down the [CTRL] key to the 
nght of the spacebar and tap the small 
[ENTER] key on the numercal keypad. Then 
press [PLAY] on the tape recorder and press 
any key on the keyboard to start it playing 

® The menu (see box, “Taking the easy way 
in”) should come wp. Press (2) to run the help- 
file and when you're asked, “View instruction 
file (y/n)?" press y (for yes, see?). When you're 
asked, “Printer or screen?” press s (for screen 





— do jt all again and press p for printer if you 
Want a hard copy) 


® When you've finished reading the helpfile, | 


turn off your computer and turn it on again. 
rewind the tape and follow the instructions as 
in the “Taking the easy way in” box (above) 

@ If, rather than loading the tape and not 
knowing what to do next, you find you cant 
load the tape at all, don't despair. Inevitably, in 
any run of duplication of over 50,000 there will 
be one or two ‘rogues’ that are going to get 
damaged in distribution or whatever 

® Hetum your faulty tape two this 
address:AA Cover Tape Retums, Interceptor 
Ltd, Mercury House, Calleva Park. 
Aldermaston, Berks, RG? 40W. 

@® There's nothing we here at AA can do —- 


umliess youve retumed your tape and had no 
reply 














Now it's your turn! 
Have you written a program suitable for inciu- 
sion on an 44 cover tape? We re looking for 
Serious applications, games, fun programs - 
anything our readers would find entertaining, 
educalive or just good value for money. 

Send your programming masterpiece to: 
AA Cover Tape Evaluation, 4 Queen St, Bath 
BA1 1EJ. We pay, of course, and who knows, 
your work may be the beginning of a glittering 
career as a programmer! 

One or two hints. Send it on disk if you can, 
with a brief explanation of what your program 
does, its length and how to run il. send a good, 
detailed helptile with it, too, so we don | have 
to do it. And remember space is tight: a 38K 
program thal changes the screen border colour 
5 nol what we re alter! 

Keep a copy. Label everything with your 
name and address, and finally. f you want to 
see your creation again, enclose an SAE! 
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his month we examine some of the tech- 
7 niques of getting fractal pictures onto 
the screen of your Amstrad. The [first 
thing to remember is that the idea of such a 
program is to gel your computer to do most of 
the work 
A fractal shape is composed of smaller 
shapes which are similar to the overall shape. 
Now although it’s perfectly possible to draw a 
huge fractal, and then magnify to see all the 
detail, it Makes more sense to build them up 
from the smallest areas. The reason 15 that it's 
simpler to program, and therefore easier to 
understand 





Shifting positions 

Imagine for a moment, if you will, a square in 
which the length of the sides 1s exactly divisi- 
ble by four. Such 4 square can be split into 16 
smaller squares, and if all these are numbered, 
you end up with something like figure 1 


@ Fig 1: your common, everyday square 





Fascinating, I'm sure you'll agree. To make 
an even more interesting shape, let's suppose 
that we're going to shift the positions of some 
of the squares — numbers two, éight, nine and 
sixteen — and form a shape not dissimilar to a 
swastika (figure 2). 

Now assuming that this is our “building 
brick,” s0 to speak, here's the program that 


Geometry of nature 

- Fractal freaks swear by B.B. Mandelbrot's clas- 
sic: Peart: Cansity ol Matas Goa biinked by 

| WH Freeman at a whacking great £39.95: ISBN 
0716711869, try your nearest Waterstone's). But 


a word of warning to numerophobes (is there 
~adaleae — a, 
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@ Fig 2: a rather more interesting shape suitable 
for fractals 





takes the shape and repeats it into a true frac- 
tal shape 

1l@ MODE 2 

28 DIM x(16) :DIM y(16) 

3¢@ FOR a=1 TO 4 

49 FOR b=1 TO 4 

52 c=4*atb-4 

62 x(c)=b-3:y(c)=a-3 

7 NEXT : NEXT 

BS x(2)=8:y(2)=-3 

98 x(8)=2:y (8) =0 

1a x(9)=-3:y(9)=-1 

119 x(15)=-1:y(15)=2 

128 FOR d=1 TO 16 

138 FOR e=1 TO 16 

149 FOR f=1 TO 16 

158 FOR g=1 TO 16 

162 xx=64*x (0) +16*x (e) +4%x (£) +x (g) 
178 yy=64"y (4d) +16*y (@) +4*y (£) +y (g) 
188 PLOT 322+xx, 252+yy 

192 NEXT: NEXT: NEXT: NEXT 


This works by going to the highest resolution 
graphics mode, and then defining the shape of 
the fractal] - in lines 2@-11@. The size of the 
fractal depends on lines 12@ to 19@: for each 
extra loop, the size grows by a factor of four. 


@ Fig 3: A standard, black and white fractal 








Stay in control 
There are lots of possibilities for the shape in 
figure 3 (it's called a Julia plot, in case you're 
wonderng). To change the basic fractal shape 
would be a simple matter of perhaps adding a 
few more alterations to lines 8-112 

A challenging idea 1s to add colour to the 
iractal, and the more the better. So change line 
1g and add these too: 
16 MODE @ 
15 INK @,26:FOR i=1 To 15 
17 INK i, i+5:NEXT 

To change the colour on the paper, use this 
line 188 plus and additional line. Figure 4 is an 
example of the effect you get 
168 h=(xx*yy) MOD 14 +1 
182 PLOT 32@+xx, 250+yy,h 





@ Fig 4: add shading and get a rich better resull 





There are plenty ways of altering different 
colours in different areas. The easiest to under- 
stand is to change the colour for the plotting 
routine at the beginning of the loops. To do this 
for the largest fractal varlation, put in this 
line:- 

125 h=(h+1) mod 14 + 1 
188 PLOT 320+xx, 250+yy,h 
FOr more subtle colour vanations put the 
é which alters h (125) just after each loop. 
SO. for very subtle tonal variation, rather than 
126 it Would be 
155 h=(h+1) mod 14 + 1 
Try it out and see what the effect is. © 


® Next month we leave the subject of fractals 
to return to the real world, and learn about 
scrolling the display in all sorts of directions. 
Stay in touch! 





@ Mure rong and ihe AAS regily ore a special combina 
James Gartside from Ahuddian (below) Ficellant anol 
iru lors 


ed Art Studk 


6 Mike Wong from Sale again, 
with a nasty prece of work called 
Claws: nol the sorl of thing to 
bump into on a dark and borety 
right 

On the night, we have an 
PICeSsively Good picture 
which wins the C20 pri ae 
James Garside. Whi ‘a Slunnve 


®) @ Fancy yourself as an artist? 


Then get cracking! Let us have | | 
Pat McDonald's The Look 


WOU Very best ¥ OTK al the AA 
office and You could PA your- Amstrad Action 


self £270! Send entnes - together Future Publishing 
with a short note telling us 4 Queen St 
WhICh art package you used, and Bath BA1 1EJ 


an SAE if you want the pictures 


back - on disk ort ape To 
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On the right, crosswords on your 
CPC: NO BENT TWERE (anag.) 
gets down and come across with 
the goods; while on this page 
STEVE CAREY looks at two new 
utilities that put words in your 
mouth. 


KEYWORD 


£29.95 disk @ keys only 
Swift Software 7 061 477 8405 





Swift Software, a relatively new name in the 
CPC world, have very quickly made their 
mark. First release was the admirable 
Pandora (reviewed in AA4/), a compiled ver- 
sion of Basic designed to allow non-Machine 
Code experts to write commercial quality pro- 
grams. (Version 1.01, with substantial 
improvements, is already out see 
Amscene). 

Now we have Keyword, a “word finder.’ 
It's a doddle to use: insert and type 
RUN"DISC. Keyword is now installed as an 
RSX, accessed by typing |KW. The dictionary 
is on side B, so you have to have the disk in 
your drive whenever you wish to use the pro- 
gram. 

This is a nuisance if you're looking for a 
word while you are using your word proces- 
sor. It's no problem, of course, if you have 
| Protext on ROM 

Keyword claims to have over 10,000 syn- 
onyms and antonyms and nearly 1,000 main 
subject headings, and you can well believe it 

But in truth that's not 4 great deal, though 
it sounds a lot. Trenton’s tatty old Penguin 
paperback thesaurus contains vastly more 
than 10,000 entries, and my new hardback 
Collins revision of Roget's standard work has 
Many more again (except that some swine 
Knave, varlet, vagabond, wretch, rascal, 
rogue, rapscallion or criminal has nicked it!) 

Suppose, having already used the word 
believe” in a previous paragraph, I wanted to 
use it again but preferred to avoid the repeti 
tion. | tap |KW, enter "believe" and press 
[Return] twice, Up comes... nothing. There are 
| no entnes for believe. Other categones where 
Keyword proves useless include amaze, 
bland, condemn, diagnose, emend, leature, 
gmll, hip 

Perhaps this is unfair, since it look me 
three or four goes to find a word that pro 
duced nothing. But, on the other hand, these 
are not particularly rare or unwsual words, 
and it doesnt speak very highly for the data 
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100 LETTERS 


£15 disk @ Needs 126K and Infoscript 
Brunning @ 0245 252854 


The CPC is exceptionally well served for word 
processors, for besides Tasword and the superb 
Protext there is Brunning’s Brunword and its big- 
ger brother Infoseript. And one thing that sets 
Infoseript apart, it should be noted, is Brunning’s 
continuing project of upgrading and “supercharg- 
ing” the program. We reviewed it in AA35, for 
instance, and shortly after that it was speeded up 
considerably. 

Now Brunning has added 100 Lefters, a utility 
that works within Infoscripl. Its purpose is to pro- 
vide a library of over 50 standard letters that can 
be edited, amended and added to, $0 that your 
own individual needs are catered for. 

To put things simply (if you own and use 
Infoseript you'll appreciate that a program that 
does 50 much needs to be complex), you begin 
by loading /nfoscripf and then loading 100 
Letters. Now you select your letter from the list 
available, and with a cou- 
ple of keypresses you're in 


O41 LETO4 Sad 


Brunword, with yourletter | 959 LeToS Get 


people new to this computing lark? It's all very 
well saying, “Reset the computer, CAT the disk 
and load the IxFo file,” bul if you don't know a 
reset from a CAT, whal do you do? 

What you do is consult the manual, One criti- 
cism levelled at Infoscript was that the documen- 
tation was insufficiently detailed for the novice, 
and that shortcoming has been admirably correct- 
ed for 100 Letiers. Youre taken first on a walk 
round” tour of what you can do with the program. 
which cleverly takes you through Infoserip! and 
into Brunword. So, without knowing exactly what 
you're doing, you've already been actively 
involved in “this computing lark.” 

After thal there s a weil written and carefully 
explained tutorial that shows you how to print oul 
the summary (50 you know whal letters there are), 
and sections on updating the LABELS file, creal- 
ing new files and using existing ones, using 
library letters and creating single ones, and so on. 

To be honest it’s rather a lot to take in at one 
sitting, and you'd be well advised to go out fora 
brisk walk to clear your head. But if you have 
gone to the trouble of shelling oul £50 for 
Infoscript, and have perhaps fownd it not as easy 
as you'd hoped, why not make the little extra 
effort to try again with 100 Letters? @ 


Lass Her Pye rie 


wel) None 


ready for editing. 060 LETO6& Congratulati Hoy 
| The key combinations wi LE TUS ongr aTULATS sear I . nc doin 
| : Ss 062 LETOG Congratulati Exams neo be 
and method of working will O65 LETO& Congratulati Engagement AOA 
be familiar to anyone who O70 LETO? Advert For Sale 1? Deseript| | 
has used Brunword or O71 LETO? Advert Persona! None 
Advert 





o72 LETO? 


Infoseript. But what about 


@ Useful utility. 


@ Very good introductory manual. 


Wanted Ll? Desecript 





@ Requires Infoscript and 
and 128K of memory. 





file if that’s the best 
It can do 

For this youre 
asked to stump up 
£29.95, consicer- 
ably more than the 
price of a damn 
good hardback the- 
Saurus, 

IL Seems Such a 
great deal of money 
to pay for some- 
thing so weak. © 


rain 
concelve 
conception 
conscience 
conscious 
critical 
E90 





@ Simple, sturdy “background” 


program. 


@ One of Keyword’s better moments 


1 
perception 
personality 
psyche 
psychiatry 
psychic 
psychology 
rational 





BAD NEWS 
B Expensive. 
B 10,000 words is not enough. 





SUN COMPUTER 


CROSSWORDS: 5 





£17.95 disk @ keys only 
Akom Ltd @ 01-852 4575 


4 Cracking crossword 15 not something youd 
expect in the sun, But living 


beneath the bingo and right next di 


modestly 
or to the 
Star signs is a decidedly enjoyable cerebral 
assault course. These puzzlers, having been 
compiled into countless booKS, are now mak- 
ing their presence felt on the CPC 

Akom Ltd, under licence to News Group 
Newspapers released The Sun 
Computer Crosswords Volume 5("Now That's 


What I Call Crosswords Vol 5,” perhaps?), an 


deal way for budding cryptographers to cut 
thei teeth. N il ine seasoned campaigner 


should [es because theres enough 


at the top af the screen, you select a clue by 
its number and the poser is printed below 
along with a solution box - just in case an 
AnSWer Spings to mind 

This i§ no simple question and answer 
session, the program being designed to help 
YOU understand crossword dynamics, It fea 
tures four levels of help to suit everyone [rom 
absolute beginners to those swine who finish 
the Times in less than ten minutes 

Liues are first presented in cryptic form 
and the help option may be employed to 
determine the way to the question should be 
altacked: An Signilies an anagram, Do lor an 
action, Du meaning word division and so on 
This breakdown helps you work out what 
clues to look for in the question itself. Even il 
you get completely stuck the learning curve 1s 
enhanced when the solution 1s revealed, You 
won't get the hang of it straightaway, but 
you ll soon pick up the technique for cracking 
the toughest of crosswords 

Times crosswords are also available on 
P| 


Per tra. ot. to 7 | 
four volumes of 








wordplay her 


Who just Li 


enti 
beta 


is 


aT an ta a q QS Pee ae oe ee L| . r +. 

Me Pit Poche Tl d & fo iv 

— F aioe Hy Pe a a to Fa | ae rer S iy 7 ee on | a i 
easily understood format. [he crossword sits 


a list of the abbreviat 


The best thing about this package is the 


Way I Introduces 


ii 


AA prize crossword... AA prize crossword... AA p 


By special arrangement with Akom, we 
bring you a crossword taken directly 
from ihe volume reviewed here. We ve 
given you a couple of solutions to star 
you off. and explained how they work. 
Entres to: AA Crossword, Amstrad 
Action, 4 Queen St, Bath BAT 1EJ, by 
3151 October 1969 


Across 

1A Diets can disturb for the duration (6) 
Solution: Distance (disturb is an ana- 
gram indicator for “Diets can”. DIS- 
TANCE is associated with duration, 
esp. in Doxing) 

7A Russian for whom | get the vehicle 
tC | 

Solution: VAN (“get" means joined to; 
hence / wilh a word meaning venice” 
- VAN 

oA Control of pleasures on the never- 
never! (| 

Solution; JOYSTICK (JOYS, “plea- 
sures.” TICK means credit. JOYSTICK 
is a form of control) 

9A Stroke treatment on ship (6) 

104 Headgear manipulated by Svengali 
1S) 

11A Part of foot to nole (8) 

12A Flat in either direction (5) 

144 Engineers go to a church on part 


even for the crossword freak 
§ for idiograms and synonyms 

novices to the 
intriguing world of the anagram, word split 
and palindrome 


Ze 25 INCHIOed In the Manval. [or EXamMmple. as 


_ a at a ee smn them mi hl fe 
An analysis of the first puz 


lons used in the clues 


Pa 






of a river (5) 

165A Mark or Dorothy? (3) 

184 Old Bob has plenty enough for a 
specimen (6) 

20.4 Complaint about the bowler’s tn- 
umphant call’? (6) 

220 He raises unnecessary fears of a 
mistral storm (9) 

234 Stamp on animal (4) 

244 Street on which a politician gets 
point of French flight! 


Down 

1D Abandon original plan and evade it, 
perhaps? (7) 

20 Carol has energy to burn (5) 

3D Nolice fair change (6) 

4D Animal shy, with broken toe 

5D A cold task outside for Biblical 
tavourite (5) 

6D Hit by withdrawal of labour (6) 

13D Die in river: epitaph put up inside 
(6) 

150 Slaughter by a band of sailors in 
prison (7) 

16D One gets cold in department show 
(6) 

17D Vehicle test to reverse twice with 
instrument (3-3) 

19D Everything put up the old lane (5) 
21D Discrimination in another state (5) 


the CPC as are the previous 


is ine 


GOOD NEWS 
8 Educational, challenging and fun. 
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Name 
Address 


Sun brain teasers, The later modules all con 
tain a team game feature, Dut thats not what 
crosswords are about duel of wits 
between the puzzler and the puzzled, a brain 


hattle for pride, not points. @ 








SERIOUS 


lh 
HAL & me 


The Computer Crosswords project has been a 
labour of love for author David Akenhead. 
David, son of Edmund, Editor of Times cross- 
words from 1964-1983, has now published 
across some 14 formats, having begun in BBC 
Basic. 

It was the film of Arthur C. Clarke's 2070, 
curiously enough, that gave David the clue he 
needed. In it the Americans and the Russians 
devise a docking communications system to 
enable them to rescue a US module disabled 
near Jupiter. The method - a compiler program 
with a stacking device that lets it out in chunks, 
and a different program to unload it - gave 

aa. | David the inspiration 
to solve the complexi- 
ties of fitting 50 cross- 
words onto a single 
disk. 

Did you know, by the 
| way, that the “modern” 
| crossword was invent: 
ed by a silent order of 
French monks in the 
TSth century? 


































® David Akenhead: 
labour of love 


BAD NEWS 
@ Expensive. 


Insert clue number : 
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off non-budget 
software | 


RR BUSINESS | [acitiestorsboe 


|AstChoiceforfast_ saw one | Eezmemits), 3 


friendly , Gen-Scienca(i4+) 3.70 67 - | , _ a 
' Home Budge 1.75 neal, Posbory (10 +} 2.70 , ~ 
service , ARCA DE | Mastercalc 126 (6128) 24.70 Spelling (6-11) 3.70 | ¢ Hi E AT fo Tape £2.99 
an Mastertile 3 29.85 Better Maths (12-16) 6.20 ) Fr ony Disc £4.99 
| Tape (isc pal Office 2 10.05 1405 Better aie (e 14] nae ISC 1L4.' 
| Protext 14.95 19. Biology (12-16) ) Io ) 3 
Action Force 7.465 Tascopy a0 10.94 Chemimirny GCSE 10.05 14, cheat options such as infinite weapons and 
After Burrver 7.45 | French Mistress immunity 
Barbanan? ‘45 10, | BUDGE T Fun School (2-5) 4.45 ity. 
Batman Caped crus 7.45 : = Fun School (5-8) 4.45 


CommandPert 9.70 Choice Cheats 1 09 4, S emeron (8- 18) oe | CHOICE CHEATS 1 


Crazy Care 2 7.45 Choice Cheats? Fun School? (Underé) 7.45 


Cybernoid 7.45 Big Foot y: 5 Fun Seheal 2 (6-6) 7.45 =(B. | | Cheat at: By Far Means or Foul, Cybemoid, Kamov, Ooeration 


Dan Care 2 5.95 Garmman 7 Fun School? (Over§) 7.46 @. rot, Flying Shark, Aladius, Tanium, Advanced Pinball Simulator 
Dark Seco 7.46 Sepman iatenee 7 German Master | Joe Blade Star Trooper, Reflex and Shanghi arate 
_— Beart : B Footballer of the Year Magic Maths (4-6) 6.20 12. 

hago Mina 45 Gauntlet 7 ) Maths Mania (6-12) B20 V2.) ‘~~ ip : 
edge 10.645 binant Simulator 3 | baal Maths (8-14) 620 1 CHOICE CHE ATS 2 
Pott bigg ra Pro Snooker Phytics (12-16) 4.20 : Cheat at Dragon Ninja, Hopeer Coooer Arkonod. Aruancid 2 
righ | SAS Combat 99 Prysics GCSE 10.95 Dynamite Dan. Soloman's Key, Oizry 2, ATV Simulator, Empire 
nants 8.7 Stree! Gang Football [: | Spelling | Strikes Hac Pro Ski Seriuator, Batman and Head Over Heels 


 Natverworie 748 aco : L OR 
Operation Wet 7 45 Treasure Island Dizzy | EISURE & SPORT 
Twin Turbo V8 at | | 
| Pec a3 100s | 22 02 | FootaiManagers a5 jas | Ore gna 7 
Real Ghostbusters 7.45 B McGuigen'sBoxing 6 Game SetandMaich2 9.70 13.45 on BO lh Eb Al 
Aioboacop apace BombJack — i G. Lineker Sup. Skills 7.45 10.65 3 : a prices are 
Running Man 7.45 is BubbleGobble . Gold Siver Bronze 10.65 18.70 —weley t re _ indusive of VAT 


Aun The Gauntiet 7.45 10.92 : , Tour de Force 7.45 | | ——— : 
SMa Lire WWiartiow 6.70 lg shomeagh ‘o Triv, PursuitNew Beg. 10.965 14.965 | S = and P & Pin UK. 


745° 10.95 | European Sa Side & Tv, PuretGenus = =§ 10.86 14.96 L= '  Toordersend cheque or PO to 
7,45 sthauads Triv. Pursuit Your 10.95 14.94 
be Ghostbusters 
) Thunderbirds r 45 Gur Boal | We la Mans 7.48 10.04 


Venom Sirikea Back , 45 joe Blade? \. ' i , 1 
3 | | iat s , 1st Choice Software Ltd 

ADVENTURE | StevebeaSrooke =: —sphone Dept AA/10 

Thing i | i : 4 Paul Row, Temple Lane 
Game Over c . : 7 ry 
sBack on ae |Your _—— 070672728  ittieborough, Lancs. OL1590QG 
| 10.95 1495 | Xeno a 

IT «FAG ED — Piegase state Name, Address. Title, Disc or Cassette and price 


NIRVANA v1.1 


The Ultimate Disc Management Suite 
A POWERFUL SUITE OF DISC UTILITIES WITH THE FOLLOWING FEATURES 
SELECTABLE DRIVES SECTOR EDITOR FILE COPY 











Any combination of dist dnves can be sHected LIN-SCrRan eating of any Sector is Possible Blowing ateratons A UNnIGL and intenigent lle copier allows § Agha Or Pra tle 
FAST DISC FORMATTER io be made directly to the disc's code, To help guide you round == transfer of files from one oise to another This option will check 
Formats @ disc in under 20 seconds, PONMatire if POSS De In a data formated disé a Data Sector Map is mctuded ia ior ANd Use any adcaitional memory cluding D K' tronics 
dive Aico B with a chose of DATA or VENDOR formats BAS OMLACION (rare memory packs up to 2560. With a 2564 pack it wall transfer one 
ENAME FILES DISc h aoe Of @ ditt in a single pass (Only Ong disc Chanpe for single 
NIRVANA supports single and multiple renaming of fhe Mans a disc with the option of printing the map io screen or diive users.) Full On-screen reporting of how the transfer is 

ERASE FILES pninier. The map shows (he name of gach de fogeiher wih ihe progressing 

| NIRVANA supports single and multiple erasing of files tracks & sectors it occupies DISC COPY 


| | : FILE ATTRIBUTES This option allows single of multiple tracks to be transferred 
| On-screen directory allows alleration to any part of a disc's Four options are available allowing fies io Oe READ ONLY or from one dise fo another. Full on-screen reporting shows (racks 
| directory AE AD WRITE and DIRECTORY o SYSTEM and sectors beung transferred 

The ROM version of NIRVANA has insufficient room for some features. These are, however, suppliad On char 
Pil 


‘ii | 


NIRVANA IS CAPABLE OF BACKING-UP SOME COMMERCIAL DISCS. AUTHORITY MUST BE OBTAINED FROM THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER BEFORE A COMMERCIAL DISC IS BACK 


Simply the best Disc Management Suite available today 





Upgrade your early Disc versian mK £3.00 Europe £4.25 Restol the Word £5 
Uoorade your SOM (incl csc] UK 86600 Evugpe ti .25 Hesioline Work) £5 
| Desc to AOA Upgace Linc. desc) We £1.00 Eurooe Lie 25 Fes? of the World 15 
| Cec wereaon We £15.00 Europe £16.25 Hest of the rear PK 
ROM verdion findudes disc) UK £26.00 Europe Ee? .26 Aiestolihe World teb.00 
AMSTRAD DMP2000/3000 PRINTERS jj} CHARACTER DESIGNER 
The onnter buffer oresenily in the OMP2000/9000 priniers 6 a ZK RAM, Mos! of the HAM is * REDEFINE PRINTER DOWNLOAD CHARACTERS * 
used by the printer's operating system leaving around 1/2K as buffer space. Our upgrade kn § * REDEFINE COMPUTER SCREEN FONTS * 
| contains a new static RAM chip which will increase the available Bulfer by aboul OF * DESIGN SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC CHARACTERS * 


iaoordximaliaeiv 4 peo of text). The woods Also allows oll Geeroeadatte Characins (0 be 
eae pee ee 2 Mapai hal nn ae This utility takes al the hard work oul of character designing making ft a pleasure. All designing 


Fredehrad enacting ihe ume io design special characters for use In scienniic and offer programs 6 done on Screen 60 YOU CAN S068 exactly whal you Ore doing. You Can save your newly 
The Kit is aio shea pind caetietl y dina d ichaiclis tS ~it fed u vinghicansics os oery sine re ea Sesiqnad characiers to disc and retcad hem mic asic programs and most word processors 
upgrade (ihe DMP2160 takes about 7 minutes), If you don't think you're up to it your local TY The program dise also contains twelve fonts for experimentation 
shop can cho ihe job | 

UR £14.50 EVROPE £15.75 REST OF WORLD £16.50 UK £16.00 EUROPE £16.50 REST OF WORLD 17.75 


| Please send your cheque (£ Sterling) Eurocheque or UK P.O. to: Write or Telephone 
| GOLDMARK SYSTEMS, 51 COMET ROAD, (0707) 271529 





HATFIELD, HERTFORDSHIRE, AL10 0SY, ENGLAND for a brochure 
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Can the Mannesmann Tally 
MT222 really be worth all of 
£800? PAT McDONALD takes 
some convincing. 


E799.25 
Mannesmann Tally @ 0734 788711 
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Yours for the asking 


Why is AA reviewing a printer twice as expen- 
sive as the CPC itself? For the simple reason 

| that we're giving this big beauty away in our 
First Edition DTP series (see p. 40). Some lucky 
blighter is going to be giving some poor post- 
man a hard time, courtesy of Mannesmann 
Tally and Amstrad Action. 

Besides, we intend to review a whole 
range of printers for al] pockets, and, as the 
best that money can buy, the MTZ2Z2 provides a 
standard against which lesser - but more 
affordable - printers can be measured. 

Incidentally, a while back it was doubtful 
whether the MTZ2z was ever going to be on 
sale in this country (see Amscene, issue 44). 
Due to a technical design fault, the printer had 
to be put on hold until the problems were | 
ironed out. Now at last it's available, if you | 
have the necessary readies. 
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@ Wonderful graphics capability. 


BH Beautifully put together: you 
won't be upgrading. 
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@ The MT222: chunky and solid 
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the OPEN command: place LPRINT 
PRINT #8 and LLIST with LIST #8. you'll be 


ter ie 
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@ Cost. 
@ You'll probably need font 
cartridges or Qualitas. 
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odents ru 
er your table 


Of mice and mice software: ata 





I] 





glance, everything you ever 
wanted to know about mice 
but were afraid to ask in case 
people thought you really 
believed a mouse was a small 
rodent. 





bundle from Datel Electronics, 
while PAT McDONALD makes 
comparisons with the other 
two currently available. 


STEVE WILLIAMS assesses 
the brand new value-for-money 


DATEL MOUSE 


BUNDLE 





£49.99 with OCP Art Studio 
Datel = 0782 744707 
Disk and tape, 128K memory required 
(Note: available with OCP Advanced 
Art Studio from WACCI) 

Datel Electronics’ new package consists ol 

@® the Genius Mouse (long available for othe 





The unit has an optica 
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by jdcms) with a nice solid feel to it, the 
Genius has ts surface that 
give a satisivying 4 When pressed 
The cable is ns long with a 
joystick plug. T in which 


the mouse travels across your desk) 15 med- 
um-sized and coated 11 it plastic shell 
ncoder which 


has a speed of up to SUUmm per second 


£49.95 with AMX Art 
£74.95 with Stop Press 





Disk and tape: all CPCs 
Reviewed AAT 
Stop Press reviewed AA28 


When it was released three years 
ago, the AMX mouse was the only 
one of its kind available. Since then, 
a number of utilities have been 
made available that work with it in 
perfect harmony. The best is AMX 
Stop Press, the most user friendly 
and powerful desk top publishing 
program for the CPC 
The interface is about the size 
of a packet of Swan Vestas and 
plugs directly into the joystick port 
jutting out from the side of the 
computer by about 80cms. The i/f 
draws its power from the five volt 
line by interrupting it with a plug 
and socket arrangement. [ft is 
always in the back of my mind that 
| one day | am going to inadvertently 
going to catch something on the 
protruding i/f unit and send a nasty 


COMpPULETS), a MOUSE Mat, The Datel mouse interface has a very 
® OCP Art Studio, generally ranked second familar triking resem: 
only to the Advanced Art Studio as the blance to a Dk tronics memory expansion 
best ever graphics package for the CPC pack and even sporting the Dk'tronics logo 
@® a mouse holder Surprising have been keeping up 


Comparison: AMX MOUSE 





Database Software 7 0625 876886 


power spike to the computer via the 
interrupted five volt line with dis- 
astrous consequences. 

If only for this reason | prefer 
Datel’s package. The if sits nice 
and tight on the back of my com- 
puter out of harm's way and there's 
no messy fiddling with plugs and 
sockets to provide a power supply. 
That's the way to design add-ons 
correctly. 

The mouse has three buttons 
which have a very soft feel and 
don't punish your fingertips. The 
feel of the mouse in the hand is 
comfortable, though most people 
lind that the palm is held above it, 
rather than on it. It's impossible to 
please everyone, | suppose. 

AMA Art, the main drawing 
program supplied with the mouse, 


24 AMSTFAAD ACTION 


has several disadvantages com- 
pared to other art programs. It only 
allows you to edit a portion of the 
available screen. You can only edit 
pictures in the four colour Mode 1 
And the manner in which the pic: 
tures are loaded and saved means 
that a special program (also sup- 
plied with the mouse) is needed to 
use them in your own programs. 

Having given it a nght slag- 
ging, however. | should make it 
plain that it’s loads of fun to use. 
The mouse control is by far the 
most responsive I've seen with any 
art program, and you ll find yoursell 
spending hours perfecting pictures 
on your CPC. 

There are two design programs 
on the disk to let you create your 
own fonts, icons and patterns for 
use in AMX Art. They're all easy to 
use and understand, 

Another excellent extra is the 
control program. With it, any 
halfway competent Basic program- 
mer can set up a WIMP desk top 
with a mouse pointer, and some 
icons too. And of course, pull down 
menus too! So writing your own 
programs to work with the AMX 
mouse is no problem at all 





The manual for the whole she- 
bang 15 easy enough to read, but 
because it covers all the vanous 
programs the detail isnt quite there 
for the absolute beginner. It must be 
said though that you really learn 
how to use a mouse system by play- 
ing around with it, and so the AMX 
(overall) is a good choice for any 
Amstrad owner. 

The rollerball in the AMX unit is 
made of plastic and consequently 
is very light. In use this means that 
it does not have such a positive 
“feel” as the Genius mouse. The 
buttons on the Genius also have a 
better action than those of the 
AMX, which seem to have a weak 
return to the normal position. In 
addition the Genius mouse glides 
over the mat more easily than the 
AMX one (I had always thought the 
AMX one was pretty free up until | 
did this review.) At the end of the 
day it is going to be the Genius 
mouse that will outlive the AMX 
MmOUse. 


Software 
Comfort 
Value 
Overall 
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£49.99 with Cherry Paint 
£64.99 with Micro Design 
Siren Software t 061 228 1831 
Disk only: all CPCs 

Cherry Paint reviewed AA20 
Micro Design reviewed AA28 


Billed as “compatible with all AMX 
software,” the Siren Masier Mouse 
1s another three button effort that 
does indeed mimic all the actions 
of the AMA offering. 

There are two options: you can 
either buy it with Cherry Paint, a 
French art program distributed 


with Amscene, and recall that Datel is the 
company that bought up the company that 
bought up Dk'tronics (many moons ago), and 
now they are putting their circuit board in the 
sell same boxes 

The Dk'tronits box on a 6128 has a 
through connector for the expansion port, and 
(a nice touch) a small tunnel passing through 
the lower left part that allows the printer 
cable to pass through. The 464 pack is about 
half a5 wide as the 6128 one and therefore 
doesn't need the little through tunnel On the 
left hand edge of both packs there is a joy- 
Stick socket and emerging from the box below 
itis an 18cm cable with a joystick plug at the 
other end 

The interface plugs snugly onto the 
expansion port at the rear of the computer 
The joystick plug from the unit curls around 
the side of the computer and [its into the 
61285 port. The plug from the mouse then fits 
Into the socket on the side of the interiace 
nack. 


Mouse magic 
Ah, the joys of free-hand drawing with a 
mouse! It allows you to sit away [rom the 
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| 1. The Genius mouse has a nice precise 

Lover the cursor and the action is very 

The only limitation is one’s artistic 
rin my case, artistic lability 

| switch to zoom (or “magnily | 


=f 


Vantages O01 USING a mouse 
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exclusively by Siren; or with 
Micro Design, a Siren program that 
almost - but not quite - makes the 
claim of being a DTP package. 
Cherry Paint works in mode 2 
only, and is stunning when used for 
the first time: icons, pull down 
menus and s0 on are executed 50 





Paint has lots of charm. 


Micro Design is different in that 
it has lots of potential power and 
50 is tricky to get to know. Mouse 
control works quite well with it: 
you could easily knock out a 
newsletter or poster on the setup. 

As for producing a fully fledged 
fanzine with lots of different fonts - Value 
it would take a dedicated wser 
indeed to find the time for all the 


become manifest. Touching up the errant pix- 
els that have somehow found their way into 
your work of art ceases to be a boring chore 
and becomes an occasion for joy and happi- 
ness 

There is, however, bad news for those of 
you with Stop Press and dreams of compati- 
bility. The pointer moves around the screen 
alright, Dut the lack of a third button means 
you can't click onto icons. Perhaps the techno- 
bods at Datel might consider maxing Stop 
Press compatible? 


But is this rodent up to scratch? 
The complete package - Art Studio, mouse, 
interface, mouse mat and holder -— costs 
£49.99. Considering that The Art Studio alone 
retails at £18, and that the mouse mat and 
holder are worth, say. about £13, youre get- 
ting the mouse and interface for a mere £19 

If Datel had just boxed the Advanced Art 
Studio (Saving it from obscurity) with a mouse 
and interface allowing CPC owners to use 
that excellent program, they would have 
earned my approval. They have done both 
Lhese things, added extra goodies and bun 
died them in an excellent graphics package at 
da Keen price 

if you dont yet own either art package or 
mouse then Datel's Genius Mouse kit war 
rants Serious consideration 


Software 
Comfort 
Value 
Overall 








Living in hope — and a note of caution 


© Datel Electronics have market? 


dene CEC oumers 0 greet sar 


Datel mouse is the one 
designed for the 6128. The only 
difference between this and 
the 464 version is the shape of 
the box it is housed in (the 


® The interface reviewed 
here as a component of the 


design of the back of the 444 is 
different from the 6128.) Please 
as well. 

ran Art Studio on a 464, even 
an expanded one. 





well you might think that it was 
running on an Apple Macintosh. 

The program does have flaws: 
pixel accuracy is difficult, the docu- 
mentation is skimpy and the pat- 
terms to paint on the screen cannot 
be edited. Nevertheless Cherry 
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tweaks necessary. 

Although it cannot really be 
matched with the AMX or Datel 
products, the Siren mouse has one 
advantage: it's compatible with the 
AMX, and is cheap! If you already 
own some mouse software 
(Advanced Art Studio and Stop 
Press) then this will be the best 
way to have the best control. Good 
for somebody who just wants a 
mouse. 


Software 
Comfort 
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Overall 
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A The Master Mouse can also be used 
with Siop Press 


Set inks 

Dering window 

Leet window 

Ubole Screen 
Wirral obs 


Flip nerizentat 
Flip verticat | 
Rotate L/h 
Rotate i-e® 
Rotate arf 
Change ink 

juap inks 





& Micro Design, included with the Master Mouse 
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@How long is a piece of string? 
I'm writing a database program on my 6128 


and have come across a problem. I'm using the 


second 64K Of memory ior 
storing fields and 


aif rays [oy SLOG 


Boor and field 
titles 

Mi roble 
OCCuUrs When | ¥ 


save the file. Here's 
an example, which 1s 
supposed to create a file 


thats b448 long 
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Address: 6600 Page: 1/2 











Three pages packed with powerful problem-solving from the pen of PAT McDONALD 


@Desperately seeking help 

Could you tell me where to get the manufacturer's data 
sheets dealing with the chips inside the CPC, as mentioned 
in the Firmware Guide? I haven't got the foggiest idea 
where to go and | need to know how to make sounds, read 
the keyboard/joysticks and also use the tape deck, without 
resorting to the firmware. It's for a game that my friend and 
| are writing. 


Hmm. The only company that I know of for data sheets are 
KS, who don't sel! to the public. They have a setup called 
Electromail who do help out individuals 70536 204555. 
Mind you, I don't really think that data sheets are going 
to help you much. What you really need to know is how to 
dnve the hardware of the CPC directly, and no book currently available tells you about it. That 
may, however, change in the not-too-cistant future... 
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ry ' " Par Ty 3 Ls r 4 Pa ri = Piety = 
and lineéfeed (CR/LF), Your program is putting 


50 NEXT i fhem there! 
60 CLOSEOUT When you pint sometfung. either to the 


ee er k r 
ric “1 e Le bday a i i i meet wor Sl ee a PPP 
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z 1 i OSE i . i Pye 
@ The contents of the file that puzzles David Patrick went on to search for an answer to this. so | ically added unless v - 
(“How long is a piece of string?”) sed sitet const lonkeael at trate O its 
10 OPENOUT “FILES” 1 C1. Result as shov statem like thy 
20 a5S="a" wind ri 40 WRITE #9.a5: 
30 FOR i=1 TO 65536 ‘65536 bytes = 64K understand that the 225 on the disk are 
40 WRITE #9, a5 the “ character, and the FF’s are for the . cha , . 
S50 MEXT i acters, but what are the 60D and 60a for? [s it @lncor plete CONVETSION 
60 CLOSEQUT some Kind O] control character that teus the [ own an ageing 464 and for a time now have 
The result is a full disk, which was previ computer to stop when it gets to this point? Is considered upgrading it to a 6125 (as shown in 
isiy lormatted, and t er bE iheré any way around tis without messing AA30), Alte ACL Rite at d 
oe | } Lin netning else : i ] Cle ime x 5 5 UP racin Low 
which was odd. Here comes another program David Patrick, Sheffield use 6128 hardware, such as the 256K memon 
@All cut up 
Due to unforeseen circumstances (ie my expletive deleted little cousin) should be GND, and the white and yell inv have 
the video output connector on my CPC is in two pieces. Alter four weeks to extend the latter) are SYNC and LUM h 
searching I've managed to find a Six pin DIN plug, ! we ive lost VS 
other plug, and cant solder anything back until ! & wh What I'm saying is you i! just ha e combinations once 
wire goes to WICn number pin black is Connected to == 
The wires that have been cut off (I'll never forgive him!) are coloured GND: you cant hurt 
white, red, green, blue, black, red /are you sure thats (wo reds’ — Fat) the monitor py getting wi Fav Al 
and a hollow yellow sheath them wrong. You don't 
BY the way. | have a green GTo5 monitor. (d love to see a modulator actually need the red 


ls i hee hg r .ciee my mre 7 LP a ee ee Pm Saar oF a | Ct ee = we F 
Nard ‘Lie t! oe a) ae Lak i Ha fe EL a ee Fil VF ew Leek ot we ae : 


‘ I = = a = 
errs Sa Pe Anas 
iy Cc LE ELe s aka Se bile 


1 1 i i EB ate 
CAMCOIEr, 1G SOUTCE Mode and connect pins band 4 of the computeérto onagreen monitor 
eo i en you get a pretty good black and white picture that you Anyway, the con 
can video nections as available = | PIN 1 


(steve, can [ take apart one of our moni... Definitely no! — ed). Assuming 


| # h 2h ea fe | - wieor hao hy en + rk = [ie | i Lary = Ba eee = = 2 7 Pel J ry Led Part ma sito eae = 
| that you're telling fibs about the two red wires, Michael, then black panying picture 
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Michael Heys, Nelson 
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GREEN | PIN 5 GND 
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® This illustration may prevent Michael Heys (“All 
cul up’) from strangling someone 





BrunWord 6128 £30 
BrunWord 6124 is Specially written for (he Amstrad 
-CPC6IZ8. Months were spent just optimising the 
jroutines into their smallest, most efficient form, 
The result is the fastest, most convenient word 
processor for this compuyler, complete with the 
fastest spelling checker and @ cara tiling 
programme for mail merging, Whether you are 
writing a few letters or a complete novel, you will 
ind no better assistant than BrunWord, 

The word processor, spe/ling checker and 
30,000 word dictionary, are a!! loaded into 
memory by typing RUN "BRUNWORD", The disc 
drive is then completely free tor your data disc. 

All other word processors, even the ROM 
versions, need fo access the programme disc to 
fest the spelling. (ROM versions have the 
dictionary on disc’), This is slow and can involve 
many disc changes. For example, Protext needed 
the disc to be changed eight times to check the 
spelling of our test tile, whereas BrunWord needed 
no dise in the drive, 

The 40 pag@ BrunWord manual has several 
detailed @xamples, starting with step by step 
instructons fo produce and print a simple letter. 
But your very first step is to load the TUTOR file 
j into BrunWord. This takes even the complete 
} novice atraight into word processing and 
demonstrates the powerful editing and formatting 
features of BrunWord. There are also examples of 
prinfer control, showing how to create headings, 
to underliné or to emphasis, and five celiberate 
spelling errors for you fo correct. The tutor takes 
about 20 minutes to run through and atter that 
you will feel confident fo type in your own text. 


BrunWord Features 

40, 80 of 1278 column display "Touch typieg speed ower 
200 words/min *True insert of overwrite "Justify of 
uljustity paragraph or whole text *Juatified test has 
balaiced appe@arasce Tinstant word wrap "Block gave, 
move, coov, insert and delete "Local editing with word 
delete ‘undelete "Adjustable marging and TABS 
TColuma/Line/Page digplay with file name "True word 
count *Find and replace "Help menus *Memory tilling 
system *Single character embedded printer commands 
(18 with 3 Grinter codes and 2) with 10 printer code4) 
'Page throw markers "Myltipie copies 'Odd/even page 
| headers /footern with page numbers FMyiti file printing 
| (haw page of continuous) "Print specified pages *Works 
eith air Grinter *True display Super geript ona) gubscrapt 
fumbers "Weer datised print characters "Load ASCII files 
from other word procetsors *Save ASC! files for other 
word processors "Foes can Be encrypted "Maximum file 
fize about 7 paged of tert. 


BrunSpell Features 


‘Wemory regident with ward orocedeor FLrecks 4,000 
words/min *)0,006 word dittianary "No American 
soellings "Add up te 5,000 Of your own words "instant 
lookup "Helpa to find correct spelling * Automatic 
Corr et tegeA, 


ae 

DataFile Features 
PAlphabalical, farheriche, Gale sort if oF ar field *User 
defined headings "Search routine "Data merging inte 
BrunWord ®Label printing, 


BrunWord Junior 
ow cost version of BrunWord 6128 on 2 inch disc, 
ncluding the spelling checker, 30,000 word 
ficiionary, TUTOR file and manual, Holds ast one 
page ' text and cannot save oe TO The 
actiomary, Otherwise as BrunWord 61238. Cost £18. 
p grade later to BrunWord 6128 te et, 


Tasword tase 











serq inal Tasword 6128 disc (not the 
packir q os manuall, and £23.00. We will return 
your programme together with the full version of 


BrunWord 6125 with Brun ell and DataFile. 
















34 Helston Road, 























Send chegue/PO/Access number/Visa number to: 


Brunning as 


Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 5JF € 
p Telephone (0245) 252854 (24 al 





ord 





info-Script £50 


The great power of any database is only realised 
when the data €an b@ pul to use. A database 
system is centred around Saving, sorting, Tinding 
and displaying the data, Obviously, very essential 
features but only if there is a purpose to storing 
the data. Thal purpose might be names and 
addresses for mail merging, a Stock list of items 
being sold that generates a Buying list, a 
Calalogue of your compact disc recordings so that 
yOu can take a printout with you fo the shop, a 
catalogue of recipes so that you can have a print 
out in the kitchen of the in-season treats, a 
Ccalalogue of garden activities thal gives you a 
reminder list to hang in the garden shed....... 

The common element being the need to take the 
dala away from the computer, in a form that suits 
your immedcate requirement, 

We gave considerable {hought to this and 
concluded that the only solution was a proper text 
handling system within the database itself. In other 
words, a word processor, We looked into 
designing a special word processor But quickly 
realised that BrunWord, with its memory filing 
system, 15 ideal, 

This is the exciting concept of info-Script. A 
comprehensive relational database integrated with 
a powerful word processor, giving total flexibility 
to the way that the data is printed, A fast, user 
friendly combination that has the depth of power 
to keep up with your needs. A mail shot, a 
restaurant wine list, a Summary of expenses.,..... 


BrunWord Upgrade 
Send your BrunWord 6128 disc, BrunWord manual 
(not the packing) and a cheque for £22.00, We 
will record Info-Serip!, test the disc and return 
with @ new manual, 


BrunWord Elite £90 


A superb programme which has printed this 
advertisement but the release date has been pul 
back while we resolve problems with certain 24 pin 
orinters, Meanwhile don't despair, buy Inte=Seript, 
Dur booklet BrunWord & Printer will need a few 
changes to the conclusions, 50 16 also delayed, 


Comparisons 
We have tested BrunWord 6123, Protext (disc) and 
Tasword 6128 with the same file of 3366 words. 

BrunWord scrolled 40% faster than Protext which 
in turn scrolled 19% faster than Tasword., 

Protext was the fastest to justify but needed a 
separate operation to see the result. BrunWord 
produced the best appearance of all three and was 
7) tomes faster than Tasword, 

Jur simulated typing fest reached 218 words per 
minute, Both BrunWord and Protext had nc 
trouble at this soeed bul Tasword was very slow 
inserting text into the star? of @ paragraph and 
could only handié 16 words per minute, 

The spelling test checked all 3366 words, 
BruwySoell took 52 seconds and needed no disc 
changes. Prospell took 6 min 24 sec and needed 
8 disc changes. Taspell took 18 min 46 sec and 
needed 3 disc changes. 















BrunWord 61? 


BrunWord Elite and Inte-Script include backup disc. 
All Suapired ani 


All prices are inclusive for LIE, 
insurea air mail 


100 Letters £15 


This is a utility for use with Info-Script, It is 
supplied with over 50 pre-written letters and has a 
special format thal will allow you to add hundreds 
ef your own letters. 

For example, you want to place a "Wanted 
advertisement io buy another CPC6IZ9. Insert the 
Into-Script disc. Type AUN "INFO", insert your data 
gisc and load your name and address file, Insert the 
100 Letters disc. FIND the ‘Yellow Advertiser’ 
record from your own file (now in memory), Tyoe 
LETO?T? inte the ACTION field and CPCH128 inte 
field 17. Press | for Transfer. Info-Serio? will load 
letter OF 2, personalise it with the address of the 
paner and insert the "Wanted item, The letter is 
then in the word processor and can be ediled in the 
normal way to be exactly whal you want, and then 
printed out. When that is done press ©E'SC> © and 
you aré back in Info=Seript, with the "Yellow 
Advertiser’ record still selected, ready {o address 
the envelope. You can write as many letters as you 
like without changing the disc and you will never 
wail more than a few seconds, 

lOO Letters is supplied with an operating manual 
which takes you easily into writing 
explains, in simple terms, how to create your own 
letter patterns. An average (PCOIZS owner, using 
easy patterns, can éxpand the library to about 100 
letters but there is mo limit, 


Letters 

lam extremely interested in the sound of your 
Info-Secript. However, as the cost is £50 1 am 
somewhail hesitant! in purchasing and would 
therefore be grateful for any further literature, | am 
presently using Protext on ROM with Promerge and 
Fro-tiler, bul accessing Pro-filer is incredibly slow 
and long winded, Your advert would indicate that 
access time fo stored data is much Superior, 

Mr G (Nottingham), 


e(ters and 


Thank you for my recent copy of Info-Script. My 
euphoria has nearly died down now - if is superb, It 
Ss a big improvement on my Protext and Pro-filer in 
that if combines the two with vastly Superior speed 
and is @xactly whal | need, 

Mr G (Nottingham), 


May | take this opportunity to express my 
aporeciation of BrunWord. My son has been the 
main user. After years of torture in school with pen 
in hand, the use of the word processor enabled him 
for the tirst time té concentrate upon the 
substance of what he wanted fo write, and return 
later to correct and organise, The net result is that 
a young man who formally struggled at school and 
hated it, now accomplishes the written components 
of hig course with ease and satisfaction, 

Mr (5 (Sutten Coldteld), 


| have found if (BrunWord) a very easy word 
processor to use, and the more | wse it the more | 
ike if, The same goes for Info-Secript, the more | 
use it the @asier and more flexible it becomes. 

Mr Lo {Australial, 


BrunWord 6128, | have both Tasword 
think | 


Please supply 
fused for his letler) and Prolext, Why do you 
deserve the discount offered..... my age fb. 
Mr Ss (Glasgow), (see ACL Aug #9) 


BE with BrunSoell 4 DataFile, .. €20,00 


BrunWord 464 with BrunSpell & Datakile, , , £25,00 
HronWord Junior 6128 with BrunSpell, ,... E18 00 
Info- Script 6128 with BrunWord & BrunSoell, » £50, 00 
100 Letters (needs Info-Scriotl,....... £15.10 


ing Disc stale whch campyter | 






Overseas orders sent 


add £2.50 t Rest add £7.50 


- Furope 
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Special Offers 
Cassette only 





WE DATABASE Foolswinner ua sophisicated Pool! 
predichon aad. ft comes complene with the largest database 
avallable - 21000 matches over 10 yoars 
1) @ PREDICTS § Not pst SCOREDRAWS, but AWAYS, HOMES 
and NO SCORES. 
1) @ SUCCESSFUL SELEC quarantes tha Poolswinner performs 
aigruicaniy better than chance 
® ADAPTABLE 3 Probabilines aré qven on every ftwe 
choose as Many selechons as you feed for your bet. The 
Precise preckcuon forma can be set by the user - you can 
develop and teat 4 your own aque muethod nt 
® SOMPLEDATAENTRY All team names are inthe program. Simply wpe Ear efence 
numbers from the screen. Or we FIXGEN to produce fixture lst automatically (see below) 
® LEACUE AND NON-LEAGUE Al Engitsh and Scorish one aT are supported, 
and also the non-league aides often used on pools coupons 2% 
@ PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy printout of data if you have a printer fally Sartulate 


PRICE £24.00 (all inclusive) | | lock r Wise + Curis 


AT LAST: No more frugglng for hours to get the 1 
FIXGEN 0920 nie Ue CoE puter. FOOGEN has ben 
programmed wih al Engiish ar id Scotia 1 Leagae 


feu res fo te acm Bi teh hur r dale, and the full focure | io is or arated 


Disc 






“Dise only 





POOLSWINNER with FIXGEN £26. 50 50 (for both) both) | 


NOT JUST A TIPSTER 

— COURSEWINNERy3 2. 

| V3 can be used by experte. 
THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM and occasional punters abe 
You can develop and test your own inuique ee tant system by adnasting the 
| analysis formula, or use the program in sumple mode Coursewnnner V3 uses 
Statistical analyses of major factors including past form, spend ratings, course 
Statistics, prize money, weight, going, trainer and jockey form etc, etc. ht 
/. cutputs most bhely winners, good long odds bets, forecasts, tmcasts etc Tt 

database includes vila! course statistics for all Brosh courses. You can = hale ‘|| 

» the database . never goes out of date. FULL PROIVTER SUPPORT | 


PRICE £24.00 (all inclusive) inctades Fiat AND National Hest versions. | 













AVAILABLE i. _ BMrorea PCW Please state tape or disc 


A COMMOD ORE $4) ] CoM MODORE AMIGA (add £2.00 for 
FOR SFECTRUM ATARI S ( disc). 






” Orders under £5 include 50p postage. 
- All orders despatched within 7 days of receipt. 














<3 ail ies — To Order send Cheque 'F.0. to: 
fener of pow savcien Sle as =F ee SOFT EXCHANGE LTD 
“poorer 101 CLIFTON ROAD 


ay abe . LE 42 i425 | 
| 62 ALTRINCHAM RD, GATLEY, CHE ADLE. CHESHIRE oKS 4DP. i 061-428 7425 | 0 fs va ton bo ie NECohon (sonte ar vio eh write | 
: —-- : rders rom oF chad ona Depts. Li elcom Please 


HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED 
23 Hampstead | House, Town Centre. ntre, Basingstoke RG21 ILG | a (AA) 
ALL OUR PRICI PRICES INCLUDE ( CARRIAGE & VAT 








Personal ‘Stat Stationery ... Stationery... Stationery... 
Organiser 500 1,000 2,000 
stationery 9.5" x 11" 60gsm Micro-Perf all edges : £9.50 £15.95 

Bagsm True A4 70gsm Micro-Perf all edges £8.50 £12.95 £23.95 
£7.99 True A4 90gsm Micro-Perf all edges £9.75 £14.95 £27.95 
for 250 sheets True A4 100gsm Micro-Perf all edges £16.95 £31.95 - 
(coloured - Cream, Blue, Grey or White) 

Dust Covers —— — a ~ 1,000 ~—«2,000——S—~C*«S 000 
“CPC 464 2pce set £7.95 | Labels 3.5” x 1.5" (1 across} £5.25 £9.50 £17.99 
‘CPC 6128 2pce set £7.95 | Labels 3.5" x 1.5" (2 across) £5.75 £10.50 £19.95 
DMP 2000 Printer Cover £4.95 | Labels 4.0" x 1.5" (1 across) £5.75 £10.50 £19.95 
*State Mono or Colour Labels 4.0" x 1.5" (2 across) £6.75 £11.95 £22.95 


Labels 2.75" x 1.5" (3 across) 





Dihhanc Credit Card Hotline 


Printer Ribbons | , = ee | 
DMP 2000/3000 Black £2.95 NO EXTRAS (0256) 463507 
OMP 2000/3000 Colours* £3.95 aii 
“Colours Available are:- TO PAY 
| Red, Blue, Green, Brown. 


Faxline 
(0256) 841018 


BARCLAYCARD 


Maxell a” disks eased s One £ £2. 85; Five £13.50 50; Ten £25. 95 — , 


= Orders under C8 in value carry a small order charge of C2 





Amsoft 3” disks (un uncased): One £2. 85; Five £13. 50; Ten £25.95 

















@® Whole lot of questions... 
If I: 
@ buy a silicon disk and turn it into a memo- 

ry pack, as well as a silicon disk. Then I: 
® buy a ROMboard Xtra with a 40025 6128 

ROM chip in the appropiate slot. Then I: 
® buy the 40015 Amdos ROM chip and stick 

it slot number 7. And finally, supposing |: 
® built a disk drive using the J N Bull Hitachi 

jobbie... 
- would | have converted my 464 into a fully 
operational 6128? 

I am having trouble with my Cheetah 
Amdrum. Either it crashes the computer or 
no sound comes out. It does work the odd 
time, which is odd. What's going on? 

Last but not least: is there a hard card or 
some other type of instant access memory for 
the 464 or 6128 if my first point is valid? 

Simon McCartney, Ballinderry 


So you have a CPC plus 6128 ROM witha 
disk ROM and a disk drive eh? Is it a 6128? 
Not quite! You've forgotten al! the little con- 
troller chips which are also in the DDI-1 first 
disk dnve for the 464. !'m surprised that no- 
one has come up with an alternative first 
anve for the 454, but until they do the JN 
Bull device can only be used as a second 
drive. 

As for the Amdrum, it sounds like a 
loose connection or a dry solder joint to me - 
send it back to Cheetah. 

As for an instant memory area, the only 
one I can think of is the Amram 2 from 
Silicon Systems. It's a 16K sideways RAM 
device which lets you store ROMs and bits 
of machine code in. If there is an actual! hard 
drive for sale that plugs straight into a CPC, 
I've never beard of it. But that's not to say it 
doesn't exist... 
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® 6128 connectors are shaped differently 


expansion or the drive switcher? 
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M Parker, Knutsford 
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@Bearer of bad news 
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® Ham's Music Machine, now Being sold by Datel: still the 
same cheap 'n cheerful package 





@Helping hand 
I'd like to offer some assistance 
with A K Kirk's problem in 
AA47's Forum regarding Min 
Office and Eas!-Amsword: While ‘* 
I cant help with the former the fol- 
lowing bits of info may help, bearing in 
mind the problem of altering a copyrighted 
program 

This was whtten with £asi- 
Amsword on disk. The first thing to realise 
is that Easi-Amsword is written in Basic 
and consists of two files: a 2K loader and 
the 21K mam file Eamsword. These two 
files must first be listed. For disk only pur- 
poses | find the loader unnecessary, and the 
main file needs lines 10-40 deleted and this 
line added:- 
3760 CLS:CLS #1: INPUT “DOCUMENT 


| 
i@tter 


NAME” ; N> : NS=LEFTS (N38) :PRt=1 : RETURN 
This can be improved upon, because disk 
operations need different parameters. In 
other words, file names are limited to eight 
characters and features such as save speed 
are redundant. Here are the changes to give 
a disk-only Easl-Amsword . 

First, delete lines 960, 1920, 3830 and 
5070. 
1930 LOCATE #4,1,7:PRINT #4, ”....... etc 
3720 MES="CENRSPD* :CT$="AR* : PNS=" 
,." : TBS=SPACES (80) : 

etc 
3910 CLS:CLS#2: LOCATE #2,17,1:FRINT 
#2, 

“DISt MENU” 
3920 WINDOW #7,9,9,11,18:FOR I*=1....... 
etc | 
3850 LOCATE 10,14:PRINT “eady (Disc 
in Drive)” 
5010 ON INSTR (“CENRSPD”, ZS) GOTO 
5020, 5025, 5030, 

5040, 5050, 5060, 5080 

It would perhaps be more useful to keep 
the option of using tapes to store data on 
This only requires the alteration of several 
lines as per the following listing. Beware 
that the tape print option may not work 
3720 MES="CENRSPTD* :CTS="TARD”" : 
etc 
3855 LOCATE 10,16:PRINT “ise drive 
(disc in drive) 
3660 GOSUB 3780:FOR It=1 TO 
LEN (CTS) : IF 

Z25=MID$ (CT$,1%,1) THEN 3865 ELSE 

HEXT:GOSUB 3770:GOTO 3860 
3865 IF Is%>2 THEN GOSUB 4400 
4400 REM DISC OR CASSETTE CHOICE 
4410 IF [t=3 THEN | TAPE: RETURN 
4420 IF I%=4 THEN |DISC:RETURN 

The define colour routine is held in line 
1740-1830 and it's easy to change one or 
more for your own preferences. | hope this 
information is useful as over the years | 
have learnt quite a number of hints and tips 
from your magazine. 

Peter Shepherd, Warrington 


Cheers Peter: your helping hand is much 
appreciated 
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hui. 
FORUM 


@Bag full of tips 


if you enter a command such as SOUND 
1,50,30000,7 you get a high tone that goes 
on for ages. To stop such, simply press the 
DEL key which issues a CHRS(7) control 
code - in other 

words, a beep! 
This flushes 
the sound 
queue, 
stopping 
any tone 
in its 
tracks. 

Poking 
iliegal num- 
bers into sB2EBrF 
while in modes one or 
ZeTO Can give multicoloured characters, Try 
this listing (for mode 1 change line 30 to 
PORE &B26F, 85): 

10 SPEED INK 1,1 

20 MODE 0 

30 PORE &B26F, 235 

40 INK 3,26,0 

50 INK 15,0,26 

60 LOCATE 1,19 

70 PRINT “You have a serious case of 
shaky-sightitis!” 

80 WHILE 1:WEND 

Putting a! at the start of the name of a 
file when saving or loading suppresses all 
those boring FOUND Block cassette loading 
messages. 

The simplest way to change the graph- 
ics pen colour on a 464 is CALL 
BEDE, x,x,x where the number of x's is the 
pen colour. So for graphics pen 5, CALL 
tBBDE,5,4,7,3,2 would do the tmck. CALL 
geped for changing the graphics paper 
Colour 

Oh, and did you know that you get a 
free Magnum light gun with a Spectrum +2 
from Tandy’s for £149? You dont get one 
with a new CPC. Send all complaints to: 
Alan Sugar, Amstrad PLC, 169 Kings Road, 
Brentwood, Essex. 


Ce Oe ee ee Pe 2 ee ee, 









Shabaz Yousaf, Slough 


Thank you for those words of wisdom, 
Shabaz. [f Mr Sugar's lawyers could direct 
all writs and so on to Shabaz rather the AA 
offices wed De very grateful! 


®@Too big for its bootsectors 
I have an Amstrad 6128 and a Multiface II+., 
and I've been having problems copying games 
[rom tape to disk. Un tape the game uses three 
blocks of unprotected Basic, followed by 13 
blocks of unprotected binary code. | can get all 
this onto a disk and it uses 29K of space. 
Trouble is, [ can't min it without getting an 
CIror Message: Improper argument, Memory 
full or Bad command. What am [doing wrong? 
If l use the Multiface, then I get a working 
disk game but it u = 46K of space. Is there a 
Way to compress Multiface files? 





W R Blunt 
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@To finish 
with a fresh 
SCART 


I now have, at last, a good 
picture on my television 
from the CPC via a SCART 
socket. 

It's been a struggle, 
but herewith is the final, 
correct wining diagram. 

Only problem is that 
the colours are a bit dull. 
Can you comment, or 
should [ leave well alone? 
Incidentally the problem 
with the letters AV on the 
screen has solved itself. 

Once the TV receives a 
decent signal on the 
SCART input the letters 
disappear after a few séec- 
onds. 

John D Copley, 
Rickmansworth 


ee a ee ei 


Thanks John. You do, I 
take it, have the match- 
ing resistors, of about 56 
Ohms, connected 
between the colour sig- 
nals: red-red, blue-biue 


ae 2S i i jueed laee \=====, 
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Bac whi 


etc? @ At last: a fresh SCART. Worth the effort. 


A: user §@ 


‘BIN Lk 
‘BIN 16K 
‘BIN 14K 
‘BIN 5K 
‘BIN 4k 


“0h free 


1000 

2000 

3000 - 
4000 bier ies EE 7" 
317] Rl ereinee = 

6008 

7600 

8600 

151515) 


@ A game may take up something like 40K on a mem- 


ory map (shown above in the memory map) ... but 
much more on a Multiface disk (CATted, top). It ought 
to be possible to compress Multiface files -— any 
lakers? 


Tape games are quite often tape only. in thal 
they won't run from a disk drive without some 
modification. As for compressing Multiface 
files, it's almost certainly possible -— any list 
ings (M/C if poss)? Otherwise I'm afraid it's 
either jearn to aphieaisioate machine code, or Duy 
lots of disks. Or invest in a Jarge capacity $éc- 


ond drive 


Write now, make £:,, 


open Bank Holidays! 


. STE to do the jobs previously 
done by Words Work, Hot Tips and Problem 


| Attic, which always overlapped to some extent 
| anyway. It will be as big as you want it to be - 


depending on your reaction 
quality of letters we receive. 

To encourage you we're giving away £40 
éach and every month to the writers of the 
have a problem, or a solution, get it in writing 
pow. Send it to: Forum, AA, 4 Queen 5t, Bath 
BA1 1EJ. 

We're very sorry but we simply haven't the 
time to reply personally to your letters: so no 
SAEs please! 


A 


r  OAILLION 
POLLAERS IN 
CAGH...AND 
THAT'S EXACTLY 
HOW MUCH I 
WANT F | 
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Order your copy today and very thortly you'll be writing your own profestional 
gamet in a fraction of the usual time, and without the fuss. 
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MATCH REPORT 








AA goes down 


Back in our "Football Special" 
issue (AA45) we ran a super 
competition to celebrate the 
launch of Audiogenic's 
Mastergame, Emlyn Hughes 
International Soccer. The lucky 
winners tell it like it was. 


e had an inkling that a visit to 
Wembley to watch Arsenal play 
Liverpool for the Charity Shield might 
be a popular prize. And 
the fact that the win 
ners were to have a 
special tour of the sta 
dium the day before 
Band get to stay at the exclusive 
va Hilton National overnight could 
Sonly add to the excitement 
| Unfortunately however, the oth: 
fm érwise lucky winners did have to 
= share the weekend with Steve 
@ and Trent. Stull, every silver lin- 
ing has a cloud.) 

What we werent pre 
pared for Was the sheer number 
of entries: we're used to receiving hundreds, 
but this was ndiculous' 

Eventually we whittled down the winners 
to JOHN GORDON of Blackheath in London, 
and CHRISTIAN HALL of Stetchlord in 
Birmingham. John brought twin James (other- 
wise he'd never have been forgiven), whule 
Christian's dad made it clear that he would 
need to accompany his son on the long and 
arduous journey (so thoughtful of him, dont 
you think’). Co-ordinating events was 
Beverley Gardner of Audiogenic, though boss 
Peter Calver was also around to ensure things 
ran smoothly. 


Early bath 

But rather than us telling you about it, lets 
hand the rest of the page over to our special 
reporters John and Christian for the full and 
uncensored story of What Happened When 
AA Went to Wembley 

‘We armved at the Hilton.” AA reporter 
John Gordon writes, ‘at about 2.45pm on the 
Friday, ready for the tour of Wembley, to be 
met by Steve and Trenton in the bar (/ 
thought f told you not to mention that pit - 
ed.) "We all had a dnnk, which must have 
been quite BXPENnsive, as I Saw Someone bcd ye 
Dy credit card.” 

‘Hello, Said Steve, the first prize 15 
meeting me. And the second is meeting him 
twice. j the ought 

Trenton thought we should wear some 
thing with Amstrad Action on it. so Steve put 
Leth his hand inte a plastic bag and saith, ‘Let 





32 AMSTAAD ACTION 


there be Amstrad Action T-shirts, and lo! 
there were Amstrad Action T-shirts. And 
Steve saith, ‘Lo, put them on,’ and they 
were put on 

‘We were shown around Wembley and 
saw a film on its history. Trenton took lots of 
photoes of us. That's right, smile. I'm good at 
taking these photos, arent I? he said, with 
the lens cap of fis camera still on.” 

What John fails to mention is that he and 
James had previously done the Wembley tour, 
so whenever the guide, smiling through grit- 
ted teeth, launched into another joke routine 
Lhe ternble twins stole his punchilines! 

“The Wembl ley guide showed us some old 
footballers’ shuts,” writes special AA corre 
spondent Chnstian Hall, ‘including Emlyn 
Hughes ola Liverpool Shur He also showed 
us the crossbar Geoff Hurst hit in a famous 
goal from the 1966 World Cup 

“Going into the changing rooms was best 
We even went into the bath, which was 
empty. [t's just as well it was, because it was 
56'N 





No match for Liverpool 
‘The next day we had lunch in 4 nearby 
restaurant,” John recalls, ‘and heard 
by the ex-England player Peter Os gt pod, and 
then went on to Wembley to see the match. | 
entered Wembley with my West Ham Sup- 
porters kit (scarf, hat, broken bottle, knuckie- 
dusters), and we took our seats just past the 
halfway line 

‘Before the match the band came on 
Personally | think they should have been — 
banned, that is. The match was good, thougn 
I don't why it's called a friendly. The highlight 
was a Peter Beardsley's goal which I, hating 
Liverpool, called a lucky chance which any 
one could have scored.’ My brother James, a 
Liverpool fan, labelled the goal a ‘brilliantly 
controlled masterpiece of a shot.” 

Christian agrees that Liverpool deserved 
to win: “From the press seats we saw 


a speech 


Liverpool dominate the match. lan Rush put 
the ball wide of the Arsenal Keeper John 
Lukic, but although we all thought it had 
gone in the ball hit the post and bounced out 
into Lukics’ arms. Peter Bearsdiey make no 
mistake alter half an hour. Liverpool were def: 
initely the better team on the day.” 

"Arsenal were definitely cheated,” John 
claims: “according to an Arsenal fan in front of 
us who showed us his watch. On it the digital 
display read 44.48. Tm not saying we could 
have won,’ he said, ‘but it’s unfair the ref not 
playing the last 12 seconds!” 

Let the last word be John’s (it usually 1s) 
‘Tm releved the game didnt end in 4 draw 
Both teams would have had to hold the tro- 
phy for six months 

Wouldnt Kenny Dalglishs 
tired by Chnstmas?’ @ 


arms be a bit 








ae 





® Steve and Bev muscle in on the altention 





® Steve passes the cup to Christian and co 


STRATEGY SOFTWARE 


Strategy games for the Amstrad CPC 


> - 
| #1 (irchard Drive 
Burton-upon-Stather 
Scunthorpe DN1S VEF 
Amstrad South Humberside. Amsirad 
e OF724 7212048 


THE FINAL CONFLICT ' 
aa & yt a? Bere aoa" 
Sareachvie sre ro t 






















Tithe 

THE FINAL CONFLICT 
SOOCER 6128 

KURA the clash of arrrtur 


_ Cee heques or Postal orders Payable ta STRATEGY SOFTWARE 
Send to - STRATEGY SOFTWARE, 32 Albert Street, Seaham, Co Durham SAT TLJ. 


The only fast disc-file organizer for CPC machines 
“99% of disc users will find DISCBASE indispensable” Aa Apr 89 





Wiecarie ci) tie ee 


DISCBASE is a specialised database for keeping track of your 
disc collection and the files on them. 
To build up your database, simply insert each of your discs in turn 
and the program automatically reads them. Then you can search to 
find any file in UNDER 1 SECOND | 
*® Flick through discs as CATS # Comprehensive file and disc lists 
A ; _ . 20 Gur Bros. eee Poe A WAT, im England, * Automatic disc Uodale ¥ Hard Copy of Ss or CATS 
We cannot possibly list everything we Scotland, Wates & N. Iretand 


stock here. So if it's mot listed, il doesn't Eire & Europe add £1.20 per item. | Rro £11.95. P&P UK free, please ado £1 | 
mean we haven't got it! New releases Rest of world add £3.00 per ite | 


sent on (he day of release WA Kew Aelease - phone for avalabelity ny fc7-i{ad.leltl, D SO wal: E E (AA) 
a. . rr ee Kennel Cott, Hockley Lane, Wingerworth, CHESTERFIELD 542 600 
Telephone enquiries: 0246 235233 Mon-Sat bom-8pm 


Our 80 track double sided 3.5 inch disc drive will allow you to store 800K on 
a single 3.5 inch disc. The drive is a slimline 1 inch high citizen mechanism 
(as used on the Amiga and ST) and comes complete in a steel casing and 
with a power supply and cable to connect to the computer (please specify 
464/664/6128). We have three different software packages that complete 
the system, RAMDOS & ROMDOS by KDS software (ROMDOS is a ROM 
version of RAMDOS) or RODOS by ROMANTIC ROBOT. 464 owners must 
already own a first drive and interface before they can use our drive. 


NEW LOW PRICES! SAVE £15.00 ON ALL DRIVES 


Disc drive with RAMDOS ..............0..cccecceseeeeseeeeesedt 09.99 
Disc drive with ROMDOS. ...............c...eecceseeasseeneesntl 19.99 
Disc drive with RODOS.......................2..000.00000000.041 19,99 
Blank 3.5 inch disc.. eee ee eer er emesssaeryer llth 
ROMBOARD (holds 5 ROMS)... Pe we Se 


All Orices Hic de VAT, and Oo Sfae a 


TELEPHONE 


O61 228 1831 


84-86 PRINCESS ST. MANCHESTER M1 6NG. 
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MEGA COMP 


i i a es ae wes 


Regular readers will need no Our Life Hell,” chorused Pat and Trenton. "So Securicor cares! 


we want to give a way thous sapiitt DOLUTCS Hence the call to those nice (pul not soft, no 


reminding that we like to worth of CPC goodies, don't we? “Yes, Your not for a moment soft) people at Secunco 
celebrate our birthdays with Del PCIousness. they cut Ee Ned,  VWwell They agreed to hold the stuff until ten lucky 


why dont we get all the stulf in, 50 we can ind one extremely lucky prize winners taki 


rather more than a novelty card photograph and show the good people all the assorted Nardware, serous and 
and a bowl of jelly and custard. what they'te getting?’ ‘Er. but... "But meno ‘games software off our hands 


ail 


And what better way than with 9°!" | | Just look at all this kit ~ a Star punter 


ib phone calls and two weeks later ane Siren 3.5 inch disk clrive, the entire Protext 

the world's biggest CPC no-one can even get into the AA office. let collection on ROM, justijabout all. 

:, eT alone attempt to sort the stuff out, "WHY Database's wide range of CRB seltware, not 
competition? URDE! AUS LO | BEY: 

p DIDN'T ANYONE HAVE THE INTELLI- to mention great items fraii Date), Seven 

GENCE TO POINT OUT THAT WE HAVE N'T Stars and many others (plus, of course, 200 

I: Lt seemed such a qood idea al the time, as ROOM IN THIS OFFICE?’ bellowed Stey ood Drilliant gam the [St 18 just abou! 





wicul2 fo thew guards Mae and Eade 


a La. 


most ideas that turn out to h Er... sorry boss.” muttered! Pat and Trento endless. You wouldnt believe how much 1! 
ideas do. “Look.” said Steve, “we're going nsking only the tiniest of tuts at this latest lurts us to have to hand ovgpatl engs bert 
to ral ive a mega-competivion arent we? “res example of editorial incom aL You TH BOUnty WilhGul US Gel eer lec 
Oh Mighty One With The Power To Make know what he’s like whet nthe wrong yeeny bit of i 
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MEGA COMP 
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pacamplite list of all the 
i = = | 


eS 
pana tror ot why we 


tryform! Bhiries ~ : 


seivediy theend of October, though, Hera! 
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| EDUCATION I 


FREE Coraronue Ameired CPC, PCW, PC1512, 
Commodore, BBC, IBM 

Amstrad PCW - Business Ai School Admin, PC. 24 Hr 
Vise Access Holling, Aing UK 010353 - 614977 (Office Hours) 
(irl, O61 - 27994) O10 353 - 6145399 (UK 24 Hr.) 


MAXI-MATHS 

Amstrad PC, IBM PC, Amstrad 464, 664, 6128. 

1. Tangles, 2. Angles, 3. Sin Cos Tan, 4. Rectangles, 5. Circles 
A highly interactive program such as Basic Geometry 
Provides a very stimulating learning environment 

MAGIC MATHS (age 4-8) 

CHAM 64, All Amstrads, IBM PC 

Additions and Subtraction. “ A serious challenger to 
similar BBC programs and a good example of its type.” 
Primary Teaching and Micros UK. 

MATHS MANIA (age 6-12) 

| All Amstrad CBM 64.1BM PC 

} Multiplication and Division. “l appeals to [he age group. My 
Son fas been sneaking downstairs before breakfast fo play.” 
BBC CEEFAX review. 

BETTER SPELLING (age 6-adult) 

All Amstrads CBM 64/BBC)IBM PC 

‘Well Organised Lessons. Educalionally i is very strong.” 8000 Plus 
BETTEA MATHS (age 12-16) 

All Amstrads/CBM 64, BBC/IBM PC 








| fated in the top five in Amstrad Action educational survey. | Physica l | 


| CHEMISTRY (age 12-16) 
All Amstrads'CBM 64/BBC'IBM PC 
Yery ambitious in ferms of the range of topics. High 
standard of questions.” 8000 Plus 
BIOLOGY (age 12-16) 
) All Amstrads/CBM 64/BBC: IBM PC 
A very good excuse fo play with your computer and have 
, fun while revising.” Your Computer. 
Mapwork Quiz (3-Adult) CPC, BBC, CBM 64 
The Three Bears (5-10) CPC & PC 
| Physics (12-16) CPC-PCW PC 
| School Adminstration PC151218M (qa 
CPC & PCW DISKS £16.95 | i 
PC DISKS £22.95 
| CASSETTES £10.95 
Send Cheque Visa/Access/and Exp. Date (£1.00 P&P) 
| ool Software 
| Tait Business Centre, 
Tel: (UK) 010-353-61 49477 (IRL. 061-27994) 











11 Mundells Court, 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts, AL7 1EN, England 





Dept A, Dominick Street, Limerick, Ireland | 


CHEER UPS 


WE'VE got you 
EOvVered! 


SEAL 'n TYPE 


* Protective keyboard cover 
inrougn whicn you can type 
| , | ' 24h Gust/spill cover 
ow rae a Removable, washable 
CPC range £8.s 95 Piatt oe ae 
- a wan be custom-made for any 
Keyooard Ring | or details 


wm or Write for our FREE catalogue 


Al onces exclude VAT | 


Bhy 
Dayeiee fo 


MP Ti 
VOW Scores KADOR 

in Wit 
Pontcynon industrial Estate 
Abenc yon 
Mid Glamorgan CF&45 4—P 
Tel: 0443 74028) 





ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 


Football Baarorn 5 £14.95 fs £2 lor 3 disc 
® The ONLY pools program wr 2 GENUINE EXPERT who has been professionally 
Tp oye 45 SUC" Dy et Gadi moos conpany SE Kew HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR CHANT ES. 
® Thea ONLY program deakng with fooiball form that Aas its team merit ratings published in a 
# Matos! sport TCR hE i 
@ The ONLY program thal uses machine code and advanced statistical methods to analyse 
rooial torm. Less homes, aways and draws en Order of ment and gives true odds for 
every maicn Covers le Lee oe Men - ley agi e Cute 
® The ONLY program to Carn 50% MORE DRAWS |! ; 
BO <FORM & HANDICAP WINNER €'4 95 
Two programs for the price of one Easy (0 ioe af hey fever go out of date 
Tew miruies wih a daily paper BOXFORM weighs up @ race by cocsic 


Al you mead is 
G ihe many facets ot 


form, Easily amended to suit he user's ideas, HANDICAP WINNER shows the value for money | 
bets. OVER 700 WINNERS in handicaps this year al prices up to 25/4 

RACING TOOL KIT £49.95 tape or desc 
A package of 7 programs for the racing enthusiast. BOXFORM & HAND 


LAP WINNER plus 

Dog ams 1 POOuee fahngs 2nd Me ures, update pivale hantecaps or form your own, heeo 
PsS., WK Gal amos any Det etc. otc 

Why fay inflated pemes? BOXot CLEVER and ge! the BEST 

Available on tape of ckec for SPECTRUM, CMD Cé4ai2s AMS CPC's. BBC B from 


BOXOFT (AA), 65 Allans Meadow : 
Neston, South Wirral. L64 950 | VGA 
Credit card holders may phone : 051-336-2668 (24 hours) 
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Telephone UK: (0707) 334460 Intl: (44) 707 334460 


DISKS, DISKS AND MORE DISKS AT TRADE PRICES 
DIRECT TO THE PUBLIC AND COME COMPLETE 
WITH USER SETS AND ENVELOPES. LIFETIME 

GUARANTEE. 


PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, PACKING AND V.A.T. 


PAYMENT, CHEQUE OR ACCESS 








aioe mall | arson 


jv |_| ro | ma | ese | woo | wn | me | vee | we {owe f me | ow | 





ORDERS WELCOME FROM GOVERNMENT, 
LOCAL AUTHORITY, EDUCATIONAL & 
CORPORATES 


these scrumptious prizes? Well, it was 
clear from the beginning that what we 
Wanted was the very Dest in each category 
Ve also wanted lo publicise the vast amount 
of equipment, hardware and software, serious 
applications, education and games, utilities 
and peripherals, avadable for the CPC. And 
femember, many of these items are available 
exclusively for the Amstrad CPC 
We had no hesitation in deciding what 
printer to go for. The Star LC10 colour we 
Jave away in iast Chnstmas issue of 
AA attracted a huge response, and we were 
convinced that al the price it cannot be beat- 
en. Qualitas Plus, just released in Version 2, 
gives it that extra edge ol elegance and 


S 0, how did we go about selecting all 


cnoice 
And Siren Soltwares 
BOOK 3.5 inch disk drive has 


a long and distinguishea 
reco7d as a hard wearing 
and reliable item 

Similarly in the word 
processing department we 
had no hesitation in choos» “<i 





ing Protext. Ite what we use here at AA, 30 


perhaps it has an unfair advantage (Dut then, 

we chose it in the first place because we 

thought it was the best). And if you're talking 

absolute luxury youre talking 

* (eee the entire Protext suite on ROM. 
a So that's that sorted! 

DTP on your CPC? Easy: 

oP OTEXT Stop Press, simply the best thera 

Pras 61s. Not cheap at £90 including 

— mouse, but then on this particu 

lar occasion we knew we had to 

have the best - and besides, you can some: 
limes find it at less than list price. 

And as for games... well, we knew the 
people we definitely wanted to talk to, 
Incentive, of course. for their superb 
Freescapes, Driller, Dark Side, Tota! Eclipse 
and Total Eclipse IL Sphinx Jing. And we defi- 
nitely wanted Ocean's Henegade truogy, as 
well aS something from Electronic Arts, 
Activision, US Goid and Hewson —- all af 


Those ten runner-up 
sie in full... 





) Magnum lightqun 
Fun School l\Detabese) @ Arctic Fox (Electronic 
Arts) @ Cybernoid (Hewson) @ Cybernoid I 
(Hewson) @ Sformiord (Hewson) @ Exolon 
(Hewson) © Tote! Eclipse (Incentive) © Fofal 


(Level 9) @ Time and Magik Trilogy (Level 9) 
Silkworm (Virgin) ®@ Time Scanner (Activision) 
Renegade (Ocean) @ Renegade I! (Ocean) | 
Renegadelll (Ocean) @ Anarchy (Rack-lt/Hewson) 
Gauntlet il (Kix) @ Real Ghostbusters 
aprile pcg re dacs gamers 
"and [ast bul certainly not least, a year’s sub- 
scription to AA, a binder to put them in and an 
AA T-shirt lo wear while you read them. 
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HOW WOULD THIS LITTLE LOT 


SUIT YOU? 


Here's a complete check list of what one lucky 
reader will soon be receiving. Al current retail rec 
ommended prices, the value of the prize is close 

_ on £1,000 ~and that's without the more than 20 

| games we've gathered logether too, which them- 
selve must be worth some £200. 

Note: Future Publishing Lid, the publishers of 
AA, cannot be held responsible for any Building 
work (hal may be needed to strengthen or 
expand your house fo contain all the following 


 1LC-10 Star colour printer (Star: recommended 


retail price, (299) 
1 Siren B00K 3.5" second disk drive (£119.95) 
1 Qualitas Plus Version 2 (Seven Stars, £14.95) 
1 Mini Office i! (Database, £21.95) 
1 Stop Press (Database, £79.99) 
1 Stop Press Utilities (Database, £19.95) 
| MAX (Database, £19.99) | 
1 Fun Schoo! ! (Database, £12.95) 
The Arnor Profext collection - 

Protext on ROM (£39.95) 
| Promerge on ROM (£34.95) 
Prospell on ROM (£39.95) 

.. and of course a ROMBO ROM box to hold all 

| these wonderful ROM goodies! (£34.95) 

Utopia on ROM (£29.95) 
Thompson Computers Mailmerge tutorial (disk, 

£9.95) 
MAXAM version 1.5 on ROM (£29.95) 
The RAM Music Machine (Datel, £59.99) 


Soundblaster, including Harvard stereo speakers 
and Boxer stereo headphone equipment 
(Siren, £34.99) 

1 Amstrad (Virgin’Mastertronic) | 
Magnum lighigun (£34.95) | 

Arctic Fox (Electronic Arts) | 

Cybernoid (Hewson) 

Cybernoid Il (Hewson) 

Sformiord (Hewson) 

Exolon (Hewson) 

Dark Side (Incentive) 

Driller (Incentive) 

Total Eclipse (Incentive) 

Total Eclipse ti, Sphinx Jing (incentive) 

Lancelol (Level 9) 

Time and Magik Trilogy (Level 9) 

Silkworm (Virgin) 

Time Scanner (Activision) 

Renegade (Ocean) 

Renegade I! (Ocean) 

Renegade!!! (Ocean) 

Anarchy (Rack-lt‘Hewson) 

Gauntlet fl (Kixx) 

Real Ghostbusters (Activision) 

Zynaps (Hewson) 

Impossaball (Hewson) 

Bards fale (Electronic Aris) 

find last but certainly not least, a year's sub- 
scription to AA, a binder to put them in and an 
AA T-shirt to wear while you read them 

That should be enough to be going on with! | 





whom were very keen indeed Bp ary. 
to get involved. “Amstrad 9¥¢¢t 
Action is the CPC magazine, get! 
and we want to do anything bis 

we can to help you celebrate 
your fourth birthday!" was 
how just one of them put it. 





So we took them at their word — and 






helped ourselves to more than 200 games! 
Trenton was posted on the door of the AA 
office to frisk anyone leaving (that gave tim 
some pleasure, | can assure you') 

The rest, dear readers, is up to you. You've 
got to be in it to win il, so turn Over immedi: 
ately and get cracking. You have nothing to 
lose bul your desk space! @ 






ee 
prizes is provided on cassette 
and some on disk. Also, some 
ites work bes!, and one or 
two work only, on a 6126 or 
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And now, the moment you've all been waiting for. Ladies and gentlemen won't you give a big hand please for... 


THE AA FOURTH BIRTHDAY 
COMPETITION ENTRY FORM! 


‘@ ae Ot | . ae 3 Ls a ape pete 
market and sells a wide range of CPC . 
A rit = oak : Te bane 











| This competition has three parts. Answer them all 
correctly and you will WIN in ihe great Amsirad 
Acton birthday celebration. 

PART ONE: Tick one of the following boxes: 


PART THREE: Gosh, that was a bit on the tough 
side, wasn’ it? Never mind, you're within sight 
aro aoe All you have to do now is to com- 

this sentence in an apt and original way in 
atte een Oe eee et “1Swords or less: 

CPC. | realise its potential is much underrated, 
nt that this competition gives me the once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity to tool up my Amstrad so It 
can really do its stuff, 





area wn one othe ats WS collections 
of of prizes . the AA fourth birthday competition 


|. LUNo rm not really interested in the CPC in tact 
was thinking of selling it except | couldn't find a 
pen lo write the advert | mean isnot asifitisa 
very good computer really is it| mean it's nol as 
if you can do word processing and play games. 
on it is there anything on the telly I'm really 





Finally cut out this completed entry form (or photo- 








copy it, if you don't want to spoil your copy of 


following questions about the CPC and the com- 
panies thal supply hardware and software lor il. 


! 
| (a) Which company recently moved into the CPC 





den! magazine for the Amstrad CPC 464, 664 and 
6128? 


(if you need a clue you probably wouldn'! know 


whal lo do with fhe prizes anyway.) 


bored (and boring)? _ AA), fillin your name and address and send it to: 
The AA Fourth Birthday Competition, 4 Queen 
LEG YOU Gch Gee Grol of Shane tuo tere “St, Bath BAY 1EJ to arrive not later than Tuesday, 
Congratulations! You're already well on the way a“ Bist Oclober, 1989. Entries received after that 
to winning one of the ten runners up prizes in (iil) Electronic Arts , date will be thrown away (except for overseas 
our fourth birthday competition, and you could (iv) Hewson - readers — see bor above). 
even win first prize! (¥) Audiogenic 
(vi) The Non Playtested Dodgy Games Outfit Co Name: . : 3 
PART TWO: OK now, keep calm, keep calm, don’t lel (vii) Virgin Address: = 
ihe nerves get to you. You're doing fine, Justa ee 
lew simple answers and you're almost there. (d) And finally (keep calm, keep calm!)... What is (he = 
Whal we'd tke you to do now is lo answer the name ol Britain's best-selling and only indepen- : 


U Overseas reader (please tick if appropriate - see 


box above). 


en ee 


Rules and conditions of entry 


1 Ab eniies most be cubtetied by 31s! October 1989, except lor overseas entrants, for 
WOT feo Seched pte Sutdies ane being held back These bundled wil be awarded 
a5 and when fhe piges decide and there's an end to dl 


Overseas readers: 
this one's for you! 


2 No comespordence can be entered into and the judges’ decmon is final, We offen get complaints from our Australia, Greece or New Zealand, 
3. Because of the lange number o! prizes being awarded Future Publishing can acoept no loyal readers overseas thal by the Spain or Denmark - wherever you 
sesiageart ' - cea apres vn ni bam sanlrse-amiy time they've recelved their copy of —_—_live (as long as it's not England, 
MONNers heneeve everything to which Mey'te entitled, Honestly though, Stewe had a _ oy Sone have onan Scotland o Wales!) Le on will 
heck of a oO sorting all thes gear cul, especially after (lie and Stuart had pho- closed. Unfortunately there's often go into your own special competi- 
iographed mal and then chucked a back in ine bores any old how | don'l know, these nothing we can do about that: we tion. 
art peonia. _ know from experience thal people We shan'l specify a closing | 
4. All enines becoree the property of Future Publishing to Gispose of as we wh. I! you in the UK don't much want toseea date for overseas entries: anticipat- 
ceva ct ee a paonn eae ai eearebaa closing date four months atter the ing the vagaries of international. 
en ches ie set me Dopamine este nem _ issue has gone out, because that post isn't something we'd care to 
=a means even if they win they won't attempt. 
see {heir prize for at least live SO gel your entry in a5 s00n as 
months and possibly longer. you possibly can - copy your 
What we've decided to do is to answers onto an airmail letter if 
hold back two of the second prize you think if may help (don't forget 
bundles for our overseas readers. your name and address!). Good 
So whether you live in Ireland or luck, everyone! 
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* Computer shopping is fun at * 
the Computer Shopper Show! 








The 
Computer Shopper 
Show 


Alexandra Palace, London 


Yes, for three exciting days in 
November, Computer Shopper will 
turn Alexandra Palace into the 
world's greatest computer show. 
Everything you need for business 
and leisure computing will be 
available under one roof — with 
experts to help you make the right 
choice! 








Wam-6pm Friday, November 24 
10am-6pm Saturday, November 25 
\0am-4pm Sunday, November 26 










—= 





———— 


Over 250 stands serving every 
major make and model — the 
ultimate computer hypermarket, 
packed with pre-Christmas 
bargains and offers. 
Incorporates the Amstrad 
Computer Show, the Atari 
Computer Show, the Electron & 


The Computer Shopper Show is your fF 
chance to meet the dealers with the 
bargains, the manufacturers with the ] 
latest machines — and to take away 
the things you buy on the day! 











AUCHORS, CEMONSAIONS,, ee Vt eae CBBC Micro User Show and much, 
competitions .. . everything that OUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE! much morel 
ou ve ever wanted from an | . : | a 
Y hibit “the ha a are Yes! Please send me my tickets for the Computer Shopper Show! ' * On-site car parking for hundreds 
i ‘ . se . pea ie : ee... , of cars — ideal for taking away 
omputer shopper show — the only ae ult tickets at £3 (Save £1!) ! , ait eat cee 
OF ine ect Duye 3 C ot Family uckets - admits up to 2 adults day! 
rere i oe ' es (Save f5 1 i : 
ubaMiate ee shapping ies aewnslen sill lalate TOTAL ' * Excellent public transport network 
expenence! | would like y ie | ; ig 
P 1 |_) Cheque made payable to Database Exhibetions Ltd 1 with courtesy coach link to the 
And, with Computer Shopper you tad Credit card Lb Access Vea =| Expery Date ! local British Rail station. 
ingore eecercnect : Ne a ks 1% Special show features and 
1 aoe entertainment to make your 
Why not start right here! By ordering earns shopping experience fun! 
4 , x la | i a , : 
your tickets in advance you willsave = Adress : #* Special discount tickets for under 
fFfFs! Simply complete and return ; 16s and family groups. 
, i | 
the coupon with your payment or Postcode , l=) = 
telenhe Z he C a fa : Hotli ) Pease return your completed order form to Snonsored hy SOMA sar 
tons dag ae "1 ke Gar — ee , The Computer Shopper Show Ticker Office, Darabase Extebetons . red ed = 
Jal-go/ 2361 to place your order. ' Led. PO Box 2. Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L65 3EA ABI ! | SF Ware 
Prete! or Microlink TELEPHONE HOTLINE Oroanised by DATA BASE 
| | L. E> HIBITIONS 


To pace your order by Prestel Key 489) then 61454808). Microlink uwers . 
ould bey FLAG 01 Please fit your credit card numbers and Pla ce your orders for tickets by calling 


FE year Sl terns seed ndicne oes you place your onder O51-357 2961 * 
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Last month we began a series on 
using your CPC to create news- 
letters and fanzines. In this 
second instalment ADAM PETERS 
considers the revolution of the 
word according to Amstrad. 


“~ oo youve finally decided to get down to it 
S and make a go of that brilliant idea for a 
publication you've been thinking about 
last thing every night for the past few months 
You were prompted to this bold and brave 
decision, no doubt, by the story of one lanzine, 
House of Dolls, as revealed exclusively in the 
first instalment of First Edition last month, and 
by the promise of this senes 

The House of Dolls gang found that the 
CPC was quite sufficient to take them from 
blurred four page photocopied typed effort 
with a “print run” of less than 50, to a profes- 
slonally producea ana printed high street mag- 
azine with a colour cover and a4 circulation in 
the thousands. Play your cards nght and the 
same could happen to you! 

The first thing you'll need in your publica: 
tion is a bit of text (ones without words are 
rarely huge successes). Obviously, if you're 
planning to do a “comic” stylé Magazine, con: 
sisting entirely of picture stnps, any words 
present probably won't have been typed in on 








a word processor (which just goes to 
prove that I can't win). 

For the rest of you budding editors, 
however, here is the First Edition guide to 
choosing a word processor 


Cheap and cheerful 

There are certain features magazine and 
newsletter editors need in word processors 
that types who just write “the odd letter” can 
live without: columns, for aé_ start 
Unfortunately, no package provides the best of 
everything. It's more a matter of selecting the 
most suitable from those available. 

Mini Office 2 is the best-selling piece of 
CPC software ever — in fact, across the formats 
its just sold its 
500.000th copy! It's mint 
very cheap and fea- 
tures a number of dif- 
ferent business pro- 
grams. Most CPC 
owners probably have LB - 
a copy lying around 
somewhere already. If UA BO 
you havent got 4a 
word processor, and 
are considering buying one lo start up a maga 
zine, then my advice to the would-be editor- 
cum-publisher is: avoid Mim Office 2 lke the 
plague! Its much vaunted versatility 1s in fact 
so limited you will feel the need to upgrade 


Th 


i” 


if something's worth doing, it's worth copying - 


Whatever the nature of the pub- 
lication you're embarking on, 
you'd better get used to the 
idea that you'll be “nicking” 
ideas. Look at last month's 
cover and you'll see that 
Trenton (for it is he) as the 
smal] magazine editor is doing 
just that! 
This "theft" isn't as sinister 
| as it sounds. Everyone “bor- 
House of Dolls dudes (see AA 
| Melody Maker having blatantly 
stolen their graphic ideas. Yet 
nothing they came up with in 
original: “You tend to take 
“We'll steal ideas from any- 
where,” as the editor of a CPC 
nagazi e based in Bath ouce 
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through AA and see what it 
Contains - hews, games 


a wonderful series on fanzines, 
and lots of other stuff. 

When | say “nicking” things 
from other mags, that doesn't 
mean lifting Trent's reviewof 


Silkworm and sticking it in your 


own magazine! If you do you'll 
get all sorts of legal hassles, 
and I'll get a thick ear from Mr 
Carey. 't's simply the “concept” 
that you steal. 

Games reviews are an 
important part of AA. Maybe 
you'd like to do some reviews of 
games you own. For a sports 
the sporting press. Reports on 
sporting events are common, a3 
are interviews with sportspeo- 
ple. Most minor public figures 
are happy to spend a few min- 
utes chatting to a spotty little 
oik, for a magazine with a circu- 
lation of six (well, there's no 
harm trying). For a local maga- 











almost 
immediately. 

Let me just point out a few ol 
its many drawbacks. Printer control codes, for 
one thing, must be entered im full, and are 
replaced by spaces in the printout. WYSIWIG 
(= What you see is what you get) it ain't! In 
other words you can't emphasise. underline, or 
Italicise individual words. Even more annoying 
IS that once you start to enter text, you can't 
change the ruler length 

When ae Magazines, you will occa- 
sionally have situations when the width of the 
Lex is bonis nde yon the length; you'll often 
want text to run aeesuiad illustrations. With 
MO2 these functions could involve retyping 
whole pieces several times, or pasting together 
lots of little sections. Aaargh'! 

Having said that there are some nice fea- 
tures, such as a “real time clock.” so you can 
see at a glance exactly how long you have 
been slaving away on a particular piece and 
how long past your deadline you are already (a 
sobering experience). And perhaps it is useful 
to have some of the other features, such as the 
graphics module. The word processor, howev- 
er, 1s, I'm afraid. a joke that anyone trying to 
get out a real publication won't find in the 
least bit hunny 


Slow on its feet 

Tasword 6128 is a full specification package, 
Dut nothing to write home about, or indeed 
with. The annoying “one word at a time” for- 
matting operation can actually be “turned off,” 
but the speed of all screen functions still falls 
sadly short of Protext. One consolation iS that 
ownership of Tasword | 
does open up the 
whole world ol 
Tasman products 
to you. Tasprint, for 
Instance, is a multi 
font pnntout package 
which can be integrat- 
ed with Tasword (useful 
in the world of fanzines, 

where every font counts’) 

A complete chart of “in 
text funchoms can be easily accessed, and 
there is a comprehensive (and unbelievably 
dull) interactive tutorial file to accompany the 
manual There is also a mail-merge facility 
(absent from 464 version) 

Brunword 6128 has a superb mail-mernge 
utility which enables the computer to deal with 
the “top” of the letter by itself (it even selects 
Dear Su/Dear John a5 appropnate). Most 
fanzines aren't likely to find themselves send- 
ing out lots of “circulars,” except when sub- 
scriptions expire. [f you've already got your 





py 
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es 


CREATE 





Revealed! What's inside the ZX Spectrum... 


As for Arnold, an 8-page (16, 24 Having gone on about steal- One idea of your own, is worth 
and 32 pages are the best sizes ing ideas, it’s worth pointing a dozen borrowed ones. 

lor fanzines) imaginary mag out that these ideas are just Personally, I've never nicked 
dedicated to the CPC, we've “springboards” for your own the merest smidgeon of an idea 
gone for: a spoof letters page: a imagination and originality Never. Well 

spoof problem page (the easiest = 

concept to write comedy in); an [Fralt{™ Pecumsat Isteret SH Wiahe Justity, 

editorial (on the current lpecial Request = Letter Fron Idiet ‘great fun, 


Estlese ae 


state ofthe CPC world); a page = jgisMediaebees Dear arnold, sii sally ails 
of Serious ranting (Sex and Wid- eure "e. eeetie gh rag je: tit. i Fantasy Worl 


done, tonpuler press woke 


lence in games is not ~ just ' a a: een ies. up ‘to the fact that Probleas, Frobl ess 


















i i i La Th | Th 
. Lad — aba sblour sasha thd alae dentting — pear Sraald, 
harmless fun"): a comic strip welaner uns) caaring The nasnaler ladestes 
, i writin wir it dead [° at 
(on the back page); a page of , the length of l use the You really shouldn't need any more encourage- 





Whe wants te sit in ceapiler.— 


hardware/soltware reviews: a | d od many front of ao how ef peeves, 


PE ita ery. when _ toafoo Poa 3 Fel 
' oatle Tete. 2 1 4 are 1 if bom , try, when 7 am bet Biwi ar i 
guide to ‘What's Inside a 7X lee progran standing 0 ttt | te an + 
; : ‘ Fi ia recorded on both 7 at a J ume t - drive fa 2 
Spectrum YOu Can WOK that tides of the tare. ion, a Flask of cocoa drive), 

star 


the nanes = aed Ce ee ee ‘Error ii 
one out for yourself): and last | | br i 
but first, if you see what I @ The letters page from the imaginary Arnold: note Protex! is quite happy cop 
see: tad veer tulle’ ing with columns in CPM+, though when they're this narrow you gel some odd 
aR SS OEE COVES CE “rivers” (Bit of publishing jangon for you there, my name's Adam Peters 
makes eight) thankyou goodnight) 


ment than First Edition to get cracking with that 
magazine newsletter bulletin or whatever it is 
you've been driving your friends crackers about 
for months. 

But we thought you might appreciate it it 
you had an extra teeny, weeny bit of motivation. 

So we arranged with Mannesmann Tally, the 
- printer people, to give away their £750 (yes, 
subscribers stored on DataFule (the Brunword document. Quite why you'd want to do some £750!), 24 pin M7222 printer! 










reas FF 


luau eis ry) ot mr 7 F f. zee nal oa a eye si re. bee 8 ia, ee 
ULMIty), It'S a simple operation to run off some thing like that ! don't know, but it's possible 
7 a | P a 4 5 z. ji | — a i a a = k _ _ P A =— 1 oo Sepang eet _ = 
send us more cash létters. [here aré éven A few months Dack someone wrote to AA 
* chee “Fb e oe a OF 2. iL =F at * . = 4 2 ee tena ay = r 
Separate programs for printing addresses onto pointing out that they'd said they used 
labeis or envelopes. Srilliant! rrotext to ago the Mag. Vel columns ween t 
ot hid a Sr ey ee G inspell ce 4)e/7 ne at TB Fa | ran al a Tom ff Ie me Cy ye be Po PP es a on. tre 
i sa A er Bila! fit '] pr pe dock ee PL eb oe Lee - Bee Le ap! To te Be fan &. ee LaF ie | PE ey 
ae fete th fact ae eee | | ‘abet © . ae ory oe Sh a i eS 
20. 11S the lastest, and most Integent SE Weim? VETSion OF Te DIO”Iam (as allow as 
checker available A word about spel! checkers VOU Want, and as meiky ac vou like across the 


In general though: they are no substitute for page). The CPM packa kage Includes mail-merge 
# 





proof-reading. They don't spot punctuation and an a--0-N-l-S-1-n-g--y slow spell checker 

EIrors, or your’you re style mistakes, which are There are though dicedvantanea to the 
the most common (and easily mace). Also, be CPM environment. Files can't be as large as 
warned that the dictionanes supplied are imi aVallabie disk space. Only a small amount of 


ed (around 30,000 words usually), and tend to Lext (around four and a hall pages} can be heid To win this beautiful beast you'll need to do 
reject a lot of perfectly-spelt ‘simple words In memory at any one time, so the program two things: 

(BrunSpeu rejects “hello,” for a start!) [hs Starts Maxing all sorts of imbo files once thus THING THE FIRST: follow First Edition every 
often means you waste a lot of time looking up size has been exceeded. When you start mess month (this is part two: another three parts to 


in a “real” dictionary, to hare that you are ing around with columns, the figure drops to go), and answer the simple question we'll be 
an deed race nralligent ¢ Wict ower 2a MH We Linless YOU fave three times asking each month. 


| ‘ota tance i; ey for 
Fa AE et BLE Le gah Spee ba! Bae. i ba be PY L at | tof Bi I Pe gi preand 


the necessary space on the disk, you can get Last month, for instance, we wanted to know 
Which wrod (sic) processor? into al! sorts of trouble who wrote the series. (Ciue: look at the top 
Whenever v . mpared i A further warning: when you mess around of the page, under the headline!) 


WOrd processors are compared in si Mla 


: with columns (moving blocks around and so THING THE SECOND: following First Edition 


4 ES au liars a a - © 7 a ae | 
AA, Protext always comes out on top, and 





rightly so. It’s the fastest and most comprehen on), it occasionally confuses the compute should give you some brilliant ideas for cre- 
sive package availabie on the CPC. There are [“aVallabie memory and all that), and the ating your very own publication. 
none Of Your fancy menus On Protest. All com hugely upsetting message “Fatal Error 10 79” Whatever your interest - sport, the CPC, your 
Boh BS, é Tt Del = & ae! FE he s& a at = & et? Ee th &. = ba ak 
: a pe a : 

mands are entered in as part of the text. so you sometimes appears at the top of the screen local club and so on - there's always room 
bivalent Nga Vinge ane ee rt ee ee I've lived through this unweloome expenence for a witty, incisive and intelligent publica- 
4 call atu y 4 LLaniype ITO Kal bib a ht dn me ek sxe — erg ae re sun cance poser eer 
=a I 5 fr am fo = rea e Toe - wo ma | le P ld me lf 7 Tota times mr rh | mye rejjey a | Lid tion. 
sneet printing (fcr instance) in the middle of a yet @ feve wanes, oll ye ee ee be ; . 

know that all it means is that only half the Send in yours, whether it's the first issue or 


block (column) Was Moved Into position. It's an the hundred and fifth, and you stand a real 
easy operation to pick up the remainder, and chance of picking up The Printer They're All 
put it where it should be Talking About! 

Comparing pnces as well as features So keep your eyes on First Edition, note the 
Arun! word almost comes out on top. But the answer to each month's question and get ready 
: “Box Mode” (column-producing) feature on its to send in your entry. Don't rely on us to reprint 
saargh *T Sore own is enough to quarantee the 5 iadlepurcebil the questions (but we might if we feel like it)... 


lagoaisingly 7] 
Revespelt tr : 
datafile *t Bia ios price tag is more than a little daunting, of 


oie 2 atch fe course, and you'd be well advised to check out | Question two 


jitalicase 7] tha ade in uruir ff ; 
Ine acs in your friencly lel ohbourhe ood ALA According to this month's First Edition, who 


2 occurrences ty of Pro text CPM to the fanzine editor. The £60 


re you shell out the full whack. @ | was on last month's cover? Was it: 


Werds checked: 





a) Bros? 
® Don't miss next month's First Edition, in which we | b) An alien from outer space? 


@ Prospell, the Protest spell checker (hats even slower than 
an extremely tired tortoise that’s carrying a heavy load and : | “ne 
ren't in that much of a hurry anyway (don'l try fo copy Adam consider the role of artwork ¢) or Trenton Webb? 
Peters dangerous caption writing lechnique af home, will In your publication 
you, readers? = ed.) 
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very much doubt that the number of 

Amstrad Action readers who use the CPU 

6126 a8 | do wouldn't fill the dock in my 
court or even overflow from the witness 
stand! For | use my CPC for crucial judicial 
tasks. Also, as an author, | find that it can cope 
with books of 100,000 words 

From an early age [ could touch-type at a 
furious rate, thanks to playing jazz piano, and 
an Army typing course. | wrote my first book 
on an IBM Golf Ball typewniter. Naturally, 
errors and second-thoughts bred like rabbits 

To a moderate perfectionist, avoiding blem 
ishes means either bathing in Tipp-ex fluid or 
typing a manuscript about five times. | did 
both. When inexpensive word processors 
appeared, quess who saw them as a must? 

[ bought my CPC 6128, knowing nothing of 
the innovative PCW 8256 - launched a week 
later aS a specialised word processor, | was 
underwhelmed with satisfaction. But my disap 
pointment vanished with expenence. The CPC 
was fine for me, a user whose limitations the 
machine has been graciously pleased to over 
Look 


Guilty of jargon 

| find most of the text of the manuals for my 
CPC and my software incomprehensible 
exquisitely painful and superfluous, | have 
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derful fies Of wh 
have never had tials 
After my solitary si 


"I find most of the te 
Biwi 


into how to operate makes me feel [ike 
Christopher Columbus 

| Dave no interest in the technicalities of 
computing, or in whting programs 
Spreadsheets and databases are a mystery 1 
don't play games. | have not added any bells 
and whistles, such as extra Memory or a serbo 
Croat dictionary 

[ don't use the machine for correspondence 
gS [ find IL a nuisance to disconnect COnMAUoUS 
stationery and to feed in single letterheads 

Therefore, it 18 a tribute to my CPC that a 
computer-iliterate like mysell can wse it su 
cessfully for massive word processing. In fou 
years of almost-daily and heavy bashing, my 
CPC 6128 has been up to every task, without 
malfunction or breakdown in either the equip 
ment or mysell, | have not received any electri 
shocks. The monitor has never overheated. Thi 
keyboard copes with my typing virtuosity. The 
SCTEeN 1S 6asy (oO reac 


Fine sentences 
My only complaint 1s that, exploiting my weak 
ened state in the small hours of the night, the 
CPC sometimes commits conlempt of court by 
making cheeky Or cntical comments on mv 
text, But next day, on reflection, | usuaily agree 
with them 

For word processing, as distinct from hunt 
ing aliens, juggling figures and such tnfles 
what more can one ask of a computer? It Is to 
the software that one must then look. 

Tasword, my first word processing pro 
oram, Was user-inendly and coped with large 


sized files. but it was slow. | switched to 


Protext. Although it limits the size of files 
large amounts of text can easily be split up 
The outstanding speed and flexibility ol 
Protext make it a pleasure to use 

My set-up includes a Canon PW-1080A dot 
matrix printer, a reliable work-horse. Its NLO 
mode has been found acceptable for 
Manuscripts by more than one publisher 














Vord processors excel_as for organis 
isting text into a new structure. This} 
ac my CPC epee oho ame 


nal trial} For d days or ‘weeks I have to take fll 
BS de testimony about comenniionl stferg 
gaan assault or a robbery. The o 
ged record is of little help here. The 
qgcumulate into a mass Of detailed, ad 
onflic no evidence iS a judge's duty 
aNalyserhis, to extract the issues, and to gre 
sent them to the jury for decision, accurafeh 
and faiviy, with directions in law vr | 
evidence is reviewed overnight to : 
delay in the daily progress of the tnal 





Verdict: the evidence speaks for itself 

Drafting the charge to the jury 18 a two stage 
process, My first dram includes everything 
Important and relevant in the evidence, in the 
| insert comments 
references to legal authonties, intended direc- 
Ss easy to compile 
changed 


order in which | noted i 


7 ay it o ea meee 1 SEE = 
thi a | | lA OLE Lk ai! Oy Be 
1 1 7] a] at 1 ' = oly gy 7 
in a WOrd Processor, Since It can be 


"It is a tnbute to my CPC that a com- 
puter- illiterate like myself can use it 
successfully for massive word pro- 
cessing. In four years of almost daily 
and heavy bashing, my CPC 6128 has 
been up to every task, without mal- 
function or breakdown in either the 
equipment or myself..." 


The second stage is to edit and arrange the 
matenal for presentation in the most clear and 
appropiate hay The Charge to the jury iS not a 
Mere SUIaLy of the evidence. It must focus 
for their decision, while fulfill 
requirements, including fair- 
Ee Urry May reacn a Dro et Ver 


4 Bel. 

all tne Questions 
Lrocy all Fria | ey | 
eS ee hi til Cet 


ness. so that th 


he value of a word processor for such 
[also use my CPC for other court 
duties including chamber work. These are pet 
Sonal applications of my own equipment. But 
COUrtS are now introducing computers for word 
processing, administration, reference to the 
law, recording decisions, and other functions 
My CPC 6128 is also fully able to handle the 
books | write of up to 100,000 words. It often 
looks smuq about the results - one book, pro 


i i = a f= = 
Woah ia iT ‘al 














moted in 30 countnes and another, published new seres of books any it shows every sign | 
last year, and to be printed for the third time. | that & will last the course! @ dis 
constantly expect te screen message, “Could 
a PCW do better?” } at's the judge's story, and he's sticking to 11. 

The pleasure of ‘ising the machine, and of We'd be delighted to hear from you if your CRC 
editing and polishimy, does much to overcome hag an equally unusual and exciting life: Dayjn 
the usiial writer's fmertia on facing a blank thelLife exists to demonstrate the variety of uges 
sheet - or worse, a fl! of blank continuous sta to which this versatile and understimated | 
Liome©ry mathine is being put. Send your account of fy 

| learned that @ was essential to divide you use the CPC to run a medium-sized country 
chapters inte shortg@iles for flexibility, to save to: Pay in the Life, AA, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 TEV. 
alter every page, tagnake back-ups each time! The editor is always happy to receive short gut: 
switched Off, and t use continuous 100 gsm lines, in case you don't want to risk writing the 
paper for ease of handling whole thing straight off, 

[ have no plans to replace my tned and PS Oh yes, there's one other thing. We pay 
trusted CPC. Indeed | am just embarking on a you too, handsomely! 
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Corpus T i Eng yee wit | a 
quality and reliabdify, incirporiten (hes 
amazing foature: 

SL Serr siirve necro war lohe 

Conic 

Cuad foe buttons for lef of mont func 1 

Farm non-shp bose peels 

Robust stee! shaft and rubber ri 
wath tha PY 




















Tc Prete. Cai 





Ihe Dy rarrniecs GM ireec 
anes cand and analog! dhotal changer allow 
the use of the Campettian Pro PC kk WobLas OF 
other cdagrial joystecks weihy (eha-Pr tt, AT XT and 


comoatide mathe and with Schneier Euro Pos 










Chu the wri 

ay (ihe wit 
we vill inchide an euciing OCEAN SOFTWARE 
4 games seecton fecsturineg (he Gest sedireg 
HOOP worth of least £60.00 
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BEGINNERS 


To be 


If you've just acquired a CPC, sae serene a y 
and don't know the first thing ielidiiiiidadaiiiiaiaad 
about this computing lark, Delving deeper 


Saas Fate ieee After a headlong rush at Basic, the 
perhaps you should get some ean 


fe a Orlal now changes tack and goes 
nice man to tell you all about it. straight for the CP/M Jpn In no time 
step forward Head-Line. at all you ve started up CP/M Plus, digest- 


ec the mar©rvels oO an operating System ana 


TRENTON WEBB explains all. are ready for some real action 







SLIanoe ew a 4 | il y COLL! ( af 


Hs 3 COMPLETE entered. DIR commands, switching dnves 
| | flenames and resetting are all covered, but 
INTR DU TI N the most rewarding part is using DISCKIT and 


actually creating something 


| | | Tutorial two delves deeper into CP/M with | 
_ ey 6128 . cee Cee " | @ What you get for your £35: a book, two lapes and 
| sa ill BREPCIS@S If which you chop and Change the a disk 


system cdisk backup created in Lesson one 
£33.50 disk @ 6126 only EDIT, SHOW, e@Ven SUBMIT are all dealt with In ing the proud owner of a shiny new 6128 
Head-Line = 0432 271598 a clear and informative manner, leaving the through the minefields of Basic and CP/M 
student relaxed with CP/M but aware that The lessons are well constructed and lay solid 
there are many more secrets to be discovered foundations for later learning, but just when 
Have Vou ever wanted to be more familial Rather than plough ahead though, the operal they start to get into Some real detail the 
with your CUPU? Do you Want to Know its most ing system is dropped and you are plunged whole scheme is abandoned 


intimate secrets, just whal makes it tick? back into Basic In the final tutorals examples are given 





i 
j 
| 


Héead-Line Communication would like to intro This time you flick through the “Electronic some of the senous applications of the com 


Pee k 
| duce you lO your 6125. 50 Sil Gown, Say Book” supplied on the other side of the tuton- puter. Both are good, but running them in the 
| “Hello, CPC Hello, CPC"), and if you're sit al disk. Thus is dull stuf indeed WIth the nar Same Package Means (hat neither concept is 
ling comlortably we Il begin rator talking at you and you flipping screens fully followed through 
| , following the onscreen text i} ine 1ea was to show the various so 


“Tutorial*- In tutorial three, things start to go \ applications of the CPC, why were only 
Peo T 7 awry. Everything starts nicely with spreadsheets a and databases included? What 


che, weuk peer pases describe hew the varies some more exercises in CP/M. Then, as about word processors, art packages, DIP or 


you will nove FORMARD one page an example of some applications and even a playable game? 
programs, You are taken into a spread The very flexibility of the CPC makes the 
Sat lced hu brace nimber.ael then Sheet, Nothing wrong with that: this is ‘complete introduction” to the various soft- | 
RETURN key and you will go direct t after all a complete introduction to thé Ware Options a no go project. Whereas in the 
nuADEr you meyer in. 6128, and spreadsheets are an impm CP/M and basic tutorials you are led into new 
be eank tak poenetin oe cee te tant and useful application fields and the scope for learning is defined by 
: However, — general introducwon the logical steps that are prevalent in the two 


will be offered a QUICK search ¢ 

headings) or THOROUGH search (¢ , 
book). Key-in ‘wae or “T" as Appr s00n turns into a precise quide of how SVSLEMS: 50 More can be learned and at leas 
Search goes FORWARD from the page o 


you will move BACK one page 


aa wk tl Ss part iculal Sspreacsneet All tnen two areas coulda be COMPDIETEIY Intro 


“= l 


@ Assaulting your 8 senses, . visual and auditory: a brief his i is very informative, bul not much duced. This way solid foundations are beinc 
taster of The Complete Introduction use when youre up to your meck laid for later, more specialised study 





Supercaic fi, which follows the same Nice try Headline, Dut possibly too Nard a 
The package consists of four audio cas principals but a totally different operat try. It's an impractical task lo cover complete- 

sette lutorials on two tapes and a work disk Ing procedure ly all the possible Sedesettat retorts ang 

which contains exercises and an “electronic applications of a machine like the 6128 i 

book.” Using the system disks supplied with Falling between two stools hall hour sé@ssions 

your 6128, the aim is to take you from setting The same problem occurs in the fourth tutor The course is split between the way the 

the computer up, through to using CP/M al, where you're introduced to databases. The 612 works and what it can do, and it should 
The whole course has been designed to only useful information apart from the general concentrate on one or the other. Admittedly, it 

alleviate “technofear” and introduce the CPC quide to databases is the introduction to “the could not then claim to be “complete,” but at 

as a powerlul processing and computing too! electronic book for recap purposes east it Would have the potential to be more 
So, simply slap the tape in your walkman The Complete [Introduction starts by quid thorough than its present form allows. @ 





and do what the nice man tells vou. Alter 


nlugging all your wires into the nght holes eee - 
(ves, it really is that basic!), you're taken GOOD NEWS BAD NEWS 
| Fs ava @ Effective teaching method. & Not as complete as claimed. 


tnrougn the very lundamental steps ol 


B Expensive. 


gramming in basic 
This is not intended to tell you how to pro 
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AG 
7 tl RIBBONS | At last - a unique 


WE ALSO HAVE 






















Amstrad DMP 2/3000 series A k th : 
Pphitae er fy a 7 
Amstrad PCW8256 (L/Life).....°2741 0 DISKS | new in spray a 
mstrad PCW9512 “2746 
| Brother HA15/25/40 “7696 8 3 STs restores ribbons in. 
| Canon PW10604... fea OD a rhairs 
Centronics GLP Bate and a Technical seconds 
ti 1 1 1 2488 FF 
Ciizer MPS80 q con BT? D Library of 
pson FX/LX 2273 
Epson LX/GX-80 2454 8 1500 BOOKS! 
| 2ate ot 2477 “ 
| Epson AA-80 eer 
Epson EX-800 2774 Please enquire! 
| Epson Full Width 2320 OD 
Juki 6100 Daisywheel M/S,.....2563 6 A 
NEC Pirweher hypo. 2254 , FREE SUPPLIE 5 a aN 
P2200 2H44 : “a 
NEC P6+/P7 2870 «E « 
Panasonic KXP-1081/1180....2228 D | 24- page | @ é| 
Seikosha GP100 2317 B | FULLG LIST * , ——— 
err 4 a ite) oe 7 50p Salen pe « Quick & Convenient. 
sikosha 500/550. aan rie q » Restores & Ra-Ink in 
| Shirnwa CP8O/MT8O “2698 0 |_{Only with goods) Ghee Th TINGS! Pecos einer esau 
Te eee Refreshed ribbon lubricates print 
1 ; zy 
cus teas 10 | 5868 B | PAPER ‘head for smoother running & 
ed as 1 ? ei oe All prices per 1000 shoots incl VAT ‘enhanced printer life, 
basta! aoe Apion ig siruker Fal + PEP £250 any quantity : pee any fabric ribbon... 
OP CP gi 11/9.5 60gsm Listing ...... £6.45 again and again! | 
| (fabocs offer oager ite and may be usec 11/9.5 70gsm Micropert _€7.95 - Pays for Itself the first two times 
| wilt Mibbor Metrash if) oF oP oF 11/9.5 85gsm Letter Qual...........£9.95 you use oe 
al | A4 size 7Ogsm Microperl E9.70 = 
PRI CE STRUCTURE Ad size uen Qual F10.945 
is 11/9. 2 part F £19.40 
A £2.95 £5.75 £12.95 AS size Letter Quality paper, 
B £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 Upngnt (Portrad) Onentaban £13.95 eques/POs | ! eeded) 
C £445 €7.95 £18.45 Microped all edges for letier-writing no samp n 
D £495 £8.95 £19.95 ae ? a O CASPELL € COMPUTER SERVICES 
E €5.95 £10.95 £24.95 Address Labels | eo net artis 
Tel: 0202 6661 55 or 0202 35650 (24-nr) 


3.5/1.5, 1- or 2- across 
£3.75 per 1000 (+£2.50 par) 


Prices include VAT & post TRADE ENQUIRES & LOCAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED 


Account enquires 43 Emerton Ad. Foote Dorset B15 105 





TASWORD 464 


The Word Processor 


TASWORD 6128 
The Word Processor - with Mail Merge 


= = 


The established, powerful word processor for the Amstrad CPC 
6128. TASWORD 6128 has been specially developed to use 64K 
of memory as text space. This means a text file can be a 
massive 60,000 characters long, enough room for over 10,000 
words! Featuring all standard and many extra word processing 
facilities TASWORD 6128 includes sophisticated print options, 
on-screen help, notepads and a built-in data merge facility. 
Extensive customisation options allow many facilities to be 
changed to your requirements and then saved into the program. 
Combining power with ease of use, TASWORD 6128 is the 
complete word processor for the CPC 6128. 

TASWORD 6128 Disc £29.95 





Your 464 becomes a professional standard word processor with 
TASWORD 464. Supplied complete with a comprehensive 
manual and a cassette which contains the TASWORD 464 
TUTOR to teach you word processing using TASWORD 464. 

TASWORD 464 cassette £24.95 


 TAS-SIGN 
The Sign Maker for the CPC 6128 and PCW 


Se ee 


Produce and print your own signs, banners and large notices 
to get your message across with maximum impact. A complete 
sign making package including four distinctive lettering 
styles and character heights from one inch to the full width 
of the paper. Signs may be printed across the paper or along 
the length of the paper to produce large eye-catching banners 
and notices. 

TAS-SIGN (dot matrix printers only) disc £229.95 


Use the clip coupon below and send for our FREE brochure 
describing these and other products for the CPC range. 


If you do not want to cut this magazine, simply write out your order and post to: 
TASMAN SOFTWARE LTD, DEPT AA, SPRINGFIELD HOUSE, HYDE TERRACE, LEEDS LS2 9LN 


| charge my ACCESS/VISA number: 
NAME _ 
| ADDRESS 





Telephone Access /Visa orders: Leeds (0532) 438301 


I enclose a cheque /PO made payable to Tasman Software Ltd OR 


PEM 


AA 
Card expiry date: 
PRICE £ 
£ 


£ 


Se PY Outside Burope add 22 peritem airmail TOTALS | 


_ Please send me a FREE Tasman brochure describing your products for the IBM/Amstrad PC O Amstrad PCW O Amstrad CPC ODO 


EE Ec —E—Ee —— EE i—E—eee—Ee Em cee —E 


mH EE Hl Hn EL EEO” Mee ee ee ea] SS EE Si ll 


All prices include VAT and post and packing 















MiDl 
COMPATIBLE .. te 


| MICROPHONE AND 


HEADPHONES! 





Complete Lightpen and graphics 
system lets you create a whole 
range of effects on screen. 

It can magnify, shrink, colour fll 
and create circles, rectangles, lines 
and curves. 

Pictures can be edited at pixel 
level using a scratch pad which is 
magnified to full screen. 

, Picture storage and retrieval, and a 
pen calibration feature. 





This easy to use Speech Synthe- 
siser includes a powerful Sterco 
Amplifier and two Pod Speakers 
which is o great improvment on 
the sound of the internal mono 


speaker. 

Using the SPO/256 Speech Chip 
the unit has an almost infinite 
vocabulary. 

Text to speech software is provided 
in ROM to make speech output 
simplicity itself 

Voicing is transparent to the user 
and the computer ¢an carry on 
with other program tasks 

Speech output is mono directed to 
both speakers. Booster gives stereo 
to internal sound output. 


— + = 


- n | 


y Printer dump utilities for Epson/ 
Amstrad printers supplied (on 
cassette), 


CASSETTE 


OR 

WITH SOFTWARE ON ROM . 
NOTHING TO LOAD 

464 of 6128 (Please state which) 


— 


A simple but highly useful device. 


Easy to use realtime clock 
battery backed to give the correct 
time and date always 

Also features extra Bbit 1/0 port 
for external control applications - 
very useful 

Comes complete with full 
instructions and set-up software. 


464 of 6128 (Please state which) 


464 or 6128 (Please state which) 


Sot 
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THE RAM MUSIC MACHINE IS PROBABLY THE MOST 


It's a full sound sampling system 
allowing any sound to be recorded 
digitally into computer RAM, Once 
stored the sound can be replayed 
at different pitches with many 
varying effects. 


. It's an echo chamber & digital 


delay line. 
ing effects. 


Create very interest: 


’ Various sampled sounds are 


provided to get you going. 


| The Music Machine can be used as 


a drum machine - eight drum 
sounds are provided, but you can 
easily produce more of your own. 
The powerful software allows you 
to compose tunes from individual 
bare of music. You can edit on 
screen & Save /Load sounds, 
instruments & rhythms. 


, it's atwo voice music/sound synth, 


MEMORY EXPANSION > 








TIT 


hE 





a 


Simple plug in memory expansion 
fives instant extra memory. 
Features bank switching software 
for casy use by the programmer or 
for use as a data storage areca. 
Ideal for use with the CPM 2.2 ete. 


The software also features some 
extra BASIC commands, 


64K unit brings 464 up to CPC 
6128 memory configuration 
making a much larger software 
base available. Will work straight 
off with many programs designed 


This is the fastest storage system 
available for the Amstrad CPC 
computers and is compatible with 
CPM 2.2, CPM+ and all DK’ Tronics 
peripherals, 


The 2516K Silicon Disk is designed 
to be used in conjunction with at 
least one normal Disk Drive 
attached to the system 


When the 2516K Silicon Disk is 
fitted only 2K is used for the 
Silicon Disk directory, leaving 
254% for storage - that's 7OK more 
than a normal Disk Drive. 


| 


| 


@ 


EXCITING MUSIC ADD-ON AVAILABLE FOR ANY COMPUTER. 


r Fully MIDI compatible. The Ram 


J 


Music Machine supports full MIDI 
In, MIDI Out & MIDI Thru. 


fF Output through your Hi-Fi or 


y 


# 


Headphones. Comes complete 
with Microphone 

Use a full size MIDI keyboard to 
play the Music Machine. 

Sounds produced by the Music 
Machine can be mixed with a MIDI 
Synthesiser's own sounds 

On screen Sound Editor can 
produce MIDI data from your own 
compositions. 

No other product can offer so 
much in one unit - it's the total 
solution!! 


(Cassette) 


ADD £5 IF DISK REQUIRED 





for this unit (including OCP Art 
Studio - see Ad.). 

64K unit expands 464 to 125K. 
The 256K unit takes your 6125 to 
a massive J20K!! 

All bank switching done automati 
cally by supplied software [cassette 
464 - disk 6128), 


64K for 464 


256K for 464 or 6128 (Please State) 


Data and programs can be 
exchanged between Silicon Disk 
and normal Disk, application 
programs can then work on their 
date at vastly increased speeds. 
Software is on ROM (nothing toa 
load) and can be used in two modes 

Basic under AMDOS with normal 
LOAD, SAVE CAT MERGE 
commands etc. and within CPM 2.2 
CPM+ where commercial programs 
are designed to run on multi-drive 
systems. 


464 of 6128 (Please state which) 





THE ULTIMATE 


Me, 
hy 


GRAPHICS 
PACKAGE... 


ATE 


SPECIAL {i 1 
OFFER misreeno | | §- 
PACK! Al. .%.. | 


system available. The features are unmatched... 


, Create an image - shrink it, expand 


it, move it, rotate it, copy it, 
colour it etc,, etc, 


» Spray patterns or shades. make 


elastic lines - stretch and 
manipulate shapes 


Zoom in to add detail in fine mode. 


th 
‘\ DRIVE 
Yh, 


i 


*y 


Now you can add a superb top 
quality 3.5° drive to your CPC 
Amstrad. 

BOOK of data storage on diaks that 
coat less than £1.00 


No need to flip disks 


; 3.5° disks are fast becoming 
industry standard. 

Comes complete with power 
supply and cables. 

> We supply our drive with the 
RODOS operating system, giving 








¥ 





excellent printer support. 


Pulldown /leon driven menus for 
cose of use, 





| Genius Mouse is a high resolution two button mouse featuring optical counting, teflon 
guides, microswitches, rubber coated ball and high quality interface. 


’ When combined with OCP Art Studio this graphics package is quite simply the best 


Mouse operation, plus joystick and 


keybourd control, 

16 pens, 8 sprays, 16 brushes - so 
Nexible anyone can create superb 
graphice caally, 

Full cut and paste facilities plus 


net only this vast disk capacity 
but also over 50 new bar com: 
mands plus a printer buffer, etc. 


Easily fitted - full instructions 


464 owners must already have at 
least one Amatrad drive 


for 


Drive and RODOS including 
PSU/Cables 


yy dl 
i " 


Turn your Amstrad Monitor into a 
full feature TV set with our TY 
Tuner System. 


; Latest chip technology gives 


crystal clear reception on all 
channels. 
Bullt-in speaker. 


, On/Off volume controls, 


Brightness and colour controls, 


or Channel selector, 


Attractively styled to match your 
computer, 

Why not realise the full potential 
of your monitor? 


COMPLETE WITH 


|M.8. 464 WEEDS OK’ 64K RAM PACK 


nics 





a 





MAT/HOLDER WORTH 
_ £12.99 


™ Pixel edit, font editor, Mip, invert, 

* rotate, solid or textured fill and 
professional manual make Art 
Studio simply the best graphica 
package for the Amstrad CPC. 


TAPE OF DISK FOR 46408 Giza | 
(PLEASE STATE WHICH REQUIRED) | 


TOTAL PACKAGE 
INCLUDING GENIUS 
MOUSE/INTERFACE 
MOUSE MAT/HOLDER 

AND OCP ART STUDIO 

















Complete RS232 and Centronics; 
Parallel interface for the PCW 
Amstrad 

a Simply plugs into rear expansion 
slot, 

7 Attractively styled in computer 
colours 


v Full instructions supplied. 


complete 


Send cheques/POs made |UK ORDERS POST FREE 
payable to EUROPE ADD £1 
“Datel Electronics” OVERSEAS ADD £3 


PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS 
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior to visit. _ | 


24hr Credit 
Card Line 











DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 








15 pages of Action Test - now that's a 
bit more like it! We've got some real big- 
gies this month, too: there's Running 
Man, Rockstar Ate My Hamster, Indiana 
Jones and The Last Crusade and 
Licence to Kill. But pick of the pack this 
month is undoubtedly Laser Squad, one 
of the longest awaited games of all time. 
And it was worth the wait, too! 





somewhere across the bounds of space and | 


time a great adventure is taking place. A lone 
fighter is battling to survive against awesome 
odds, his only weapon a fantastic craft that can 
transiorm from a tank to a plane at the touch of 
a button. Enemies are massing, though, for one 
final assault. This is the world of Aenon, and a 
battle’s coming down 

The aim of the game is simple: victory by 
the complete obliteration of the enemy. Your 
tank’plane is a tough armour-plated beast that 
can rip up the opposition easily on a one to one 
basis. But of course, like buses, they only ever 
alrive in threes. This forces you to be constant- 


® You ll have to change to tank mode to collect 
ine Tue! orm 


ly switching from shape to shape to maximise 
kill power and minimise the risk factor 

On the ground you're immune to aircraft 
shots, but are slow and attract fire from enemy 
armour and gun emplacements. When you re a 
lighter plane, speed and range improve but 
you re vulnerable to shots from everybody and 
can't pick up the extra power packs dropped 
by retreating tanks, so a balance must be 
struck 

You scroll up this hi-tech tiled corridor, with 
turrets protruding out of the floor One quick 
shot (OF even a near miss) soon has them 
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exploding beauti- 
fully, and the trip 
continues, 

Next, gun 
emplacements on 
a higher level 
require quick 
change to plane 
mode, or avoiding , 
the shells they | @ A really tough end of 
send crashing | 
down around you. 

That's just about it: differing formations of 
tanks, planes and fortifications getting ever 
more dangerous until big bad end of level 
beasties come out of hiding and give you a 
short sharp lesson in the art of dying. The side 
elect is that you are returned nght back to the 
beginning and the whole battle starts again, 
amid much gnashing of teeth. 

The whole point of a shoot'em up is that 
you don't even have time to think, and it's 
instinct and reaction speed that see you 
through. On this score, Xenon fails to deliver 
The whole game moves at the speed of a slug 
with a sprained ankle. Even in plane mode, 
which allows you a modicum more pace, every- 
thing's in slow motion. 

In a way the slowness is a relief, because tf 
everything was at normal Diasting speed the 
survival time would be measured in microsec 
onds: it’s tough enough as it is! The graphics 
and sound are both excellent conversions from 
their 16 bit cousins and the scrolling is smooth 
if slow. 

The blasting, however, isn't enough to sus- 
tain any lasting interest. Tough it may be, 
interesting it ain't. Xenon just doesn't set the 
blood on fire the way Silkworm did, there's not 
the mad and confused scramble that makes 
shoot'em ups $0 exciting. 

It's a shame, a 
crime even, 
that such 
good work 
has been 
squandered in 
such a game. 

Apart from 
speed it’s 
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got everything: good graphics, sounds, smooth 
scrolling and even a reasonable plot premise 
for a shoot out. But it is just not enjoyable 
enough to warrant spendi =e 

Bec years gone by scientists t 
ment t Xenon was | 


“hy, 


avr 
On 


nought the ele- 


nert. I think they were proba- 


























SONIC} S ooococcccccccccccccscses-. 68% 
_| (Great tune. 
o So-so spot effects. 


GRAB FACTOR......58% 
Low-key pace makes ft easy to play. 


STAYING POWER 33% 








‘HIT NAMES - HIT GAMES 





HIT SQUAD 
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A droid crosses in front of Corporal Hansen. 
He's been waiting for this, and takes a care- 
fully aimed shot, but the M4000's bullets skit- 
ter off its armour. Hansen's in trouble and the 
rest of the laser squad will have to get 

there pretty quick if he's 
lO avoid becomimg a 
A smouldering lump of 
| laser fodder. It may be 
war, Dut that droid's 
getting personal. 
Laser Squad 1s a 
game of tactics 
and violence 
accurately 
simulating the 
one-to-one 
combat of 
rebel space 
marines. A 
wargame in 
essence, it 
takes you 
down to the 
level where you can 
almost feel a victim's last 
breath. You ve got to 
organise the men to 
achieve an objective within 
ogee ae, See a specified number of turns, 
me = and when the strategy has 
been decided the shooting starts. 

All movements and combat relate to the 
action points total of each trooper, which 
is calculated with regards to encumbrance, 
wounds and physical Stamina. Every activi- 
ty from an aimed shot to priming a 

grenade uses a predetermined num- 
ber of action points, forcing 
yf you-the commander-to go 
carefully consider each 
and every action 
There's nothing more 
irustrating than hav- 
ing an enemy in your | 
sights and no energy ss | 

left to pop off a 

grenade and frag 

ey 
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is completely in the 
hands of the commander right 
own to choosing the arms and 
the armour for the team. [he 
range on sale at the local muni- 
tions store is enormous and 
vicious: battle armour in four 
different grades, a multi- 
tude of nfles and lasers, as 
) well as sundry explosives 
® are all on offer. The only 
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limit is the generous budget which forces few 
compromises on the easier level 

Tooling up the lads takes a few minutes 
e check everyone's got : 
because when the action starts $ you 1'l [ 


the al sg ici t your triqgel 






quns become positively dan 
gerous to the user as w 


launchers in small rooms, ior 


Armed and dangerous 
“¢ ; oquad are ready to beam down 

The style of play “Sym vv +7 lo the mission : start Tt paints (or LZs 
Remember you are $0 totaly 
that you even none 
their rifles when yo 
The first mission sends yo 
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Every nmvhere and Sterner is 


nun MANY kitted out in the best 
ROUNDS ? armour money can buy 


sublety, though, soon 
iS gives way to. overkill 
) when you start loosing off 
Your focket launcher Lyi 
his ving room 
Mission two sends 
| you on an S&D patrol to a 
lunar computer station 


Z i te: be ey 7 =, 
System nas heen 


depth info on the rebels 
VOur jOD 18 to go into the 
moonbase and blow il 
chip from chip. Once 
again the base is defend 
ed by some mean hom 
Tes iWatlcn out IO! 
Trooper Sol) who must be 
persuaded with laser pis- 
tols to let you trash their 
| hardware collection, 
Mission three casts 
you as the rescuers of fel- 
low revolutionaries incar- 
cerated In a mine com- 
plex, Long twisting corm 
dors push VOUr nerves [oO 
the limit aS you never 
Rnow what youll bump 
nto at the next JuUneTION 
Accuracy is of pnme 
Importance here, which 
Call De a real test on the 
nerves and the patience 
Expansion one puts 
In defence of a plan- 
ets geothermal core taps 
which are being altacked 
by war droids — which 
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Main games screen 


Action points remain 


Action points needed to get 
opportunity fire 


The cursor on screen is your 
oop Sserector 


Terrain and its cover value 
ies often crctates where and 
how you get lo your objective 


Laser Squad trooper 


Ue your line 
of sight thus box flashes and 
tells you how many. VWwhat it 

| wont tel you is where 


@iuRw a 


Scanner screen 


Move the cursor to indentily target 
A map is always on hi ssionta 


¥s On 


checking enemy positions 
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ae a oun 
The fun m Laser 
squad stems from its 


flexibility and its playa 
With two players 
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LICENCE TO KILL 


| Domark @ £9.95 cass, £14.95 disk — 
joystick/keys 





What was Felix Leiter thinking of when he 
invited long time friend and colleaque James 
Bond to be best man? Everyone knows any- 
where Bond goes trouble always follows = in 
On Her Majesty's Secret Service James 
couldnt even get to the honeymoon hotel 
before his own bnde got killed! And sure 
enough the gunfire starts before you can say 


"I do, aaarrghh!” and the would-be Leiter 


family get all messed up. 

Never one to live and 
let live, James resigns 
from Her Majesty's @ 
Secret Service and goes 
olf like a thunderball to 
scare the living daylights 
out of the drug smuggler 
- Sanchez — who orches- | 
trated the attack. There 
are a number of steps to 
tracking down such a 
master criminal, the first being to hit him 
where it really hurts, right in the shipments. 

So it's up in a chopper to start destroying 
the narcotics factories and chase down 
Sanchez, who's doing a runner in a jeep. The 
dealers don't seem too keen about being 
bombed and fire back forcing you to use both 
height and speed to line up the sheds for 
demolition. Like Thunderblade it's a case of 
swooping in at just the night moment with 
guns blazing to keep the damage counter 
from ticking into critical 

Having made your way through the valley 
of death you've got to nip out of the ‘copter 
and get down to a gun fight. You see Bond 





from above, sighting the gun with a floating 
cursor. You've only a limited amount of ammu- 
nition and so dead traffickers must be looted 
for extra bullets — ammo can also be pre- 
served by shooting the barrels of aviation fuel 
which litter the airfield, making them 
explode 

Sanchez escapes in a plane. and so to 
employ his Licence to Kill the world's 
favourite secret agent has to go up in the hei- 
copter once more. This time you're not trying 
to shoot anything down but latch onto the 
plane's tail. Yes that's nght never happy to do 
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The men with the golden licence 


could well be the way ahead 
a Killand other movies) isnot _—for the tie-in games. 
waning. Indeed Domark are Things are definitely 
about to release a complete going that way: Robocop 
number one in the charts for 
just about ever, Indy and the 
Last Crusade hyped beyond 
belief, and of course a little- 


Domark have come along way ‘that launched them (View to 
since they announced they'd 
won the licence to produce 

| Bond movies as computer 


| games. trilogy of their Star Wars 
This then tiny company 


games. How long will it be 
before they take the plunge 
whole batch of licences to and bring us a collection of 
become one of the young pre- the greatest moments of 007 known film tie-in called 
tenders tothe twinthronesof onthe CPC? Batman will soon be hitting 
US Gold and Ocean. With the current threat to © our screens courtesy of Ocean. 

It's good to see that their coin-op conversions from the Maybe the times they are 
commitment to the concept console manufacturers, films a changing? 


has progressed through a 








things the easy way and get on at the airport, 
you ve got to try and hitch a lift — af 10,000 
La feet! 
’ Next you visit a drug drop 
zone and take a quick dip 
with some particularly 
vicious divers, gunboats and 
harpoons. Then it’s time to 
steal a seaplane and go for 
= the finale: a chase with 16 
wheeler trucks as they make 
| a dash for the border, Life is 
never as simple as it should 
~ « be, because the trucks have 
that everyday extra motoring necessity, 
Stinger missiles! 





® Level Two fight your way across the 





Licence to Kill is a game which you'll see the 
end of without a poke, as it’s intended to be 
completed, with you then going round again, 

REEDS Sgkhy: improving your score 

Ss NION In the competition for the best movie 
"Without a doubt this Bond is the licence of the summer, Domark have certainly 
best of the bunch. It's finishable. made their pitch with a strong contender. Just 
which makes a change.” SC when you thought that you'd played every 
sort of Bond game under the sun. this 1s proof 
positive that you ll never say never again 


(that’s enough bad puns on Bond film titles - 


GREEN SCREEN 
Nothing to complain about ed) TW 





LTK is a compilation of themed games 
rather than one scenario that tries to capture 
the feel of the movie. The music comes 
straight from the onginal score and establish- 
es atmosphere for the adventure. And all the 
best and most spectacular scenes of the film 
have been carefully chosen and recréatea by 
Domark's golafingered programmers 
The game is not graphically stunning. but 
the action and characters are clear. Mostly 
drawn in a Gauntletesque 
style, Licence to Kill is the 
most impres- 
sive Bond 
yet hol 
exactly 
innovative 
but highly 
enjoyable 
to play 
The wal 
against 
drugs takes 
n a whole 
new slant 
a5 James 
helps you 
say Dr. No 
lo 86 cris 
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PASSING SHOT 


imageworks@ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 








[t's just like the Des ‘n' Gerry show at 
Wimbledon, as all the world's best tennis tal- 
ent bay for a crack at yet another British 
hopeful - you! Only, unlike the real thing, you 


actually stand a chance of achieving glory, 
even Winning the Grandslam! So limber up, 





put on those Reeboks and drink plenty of that 
yukkie barley water stuff. It's time for a knock 
up. 

Out on the court you take over just as the 
last set is about to begin, so this is for the 














match. You get to serve first and the drama is 
all set to unfold. The spectators are hushed 
(either that or asleep) and the two players are 
busy psyching each other out, gunfighters in 
white cotton shorts. 

Service couldn't be easier, all you do is 
bung the ball up and belt it. It always goes in 
- a touch of realism healthily ignored. Once 
the game's underway, you can send your 
player scurrying around in any direction to 
line up your back and forehand shots. All 
you've got to do (on the easy level at least) is 
just get near enough to hit the darned thing, 
and Robert is your mother's brother. 
What's that you say? Sounds so simple it's 
bound to be boring? You couldn't be more 
wrong! In no time at all you'll find yourself 
planning a couple of shots in advance and try- 
ing to outwit the computer opposition. Even 
complete tennis haters (like myself) are soon 
wooed into the complexity of this “simple” 
sports sim. You'll be waiting for that moment 
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when the other guy 
makes a slip and you 
charge into the net 
poised for the kill, eager 
to smash the ball back so 
fast they're not even 
going to see it, let alone 
hit it! 

Doubles adds yet 
another dimension to the 
gameplay. The challenge 
of playing with a fnend is 
offset by the merry confu- 
sion caused when two 
identical players are on 
the same side of the net. 
Once positional problems 
have been overcome, 
though, careful) and con- 
servative play results in 
you becoming an almost 
unbeatable (well I did say almost!) team. 

The four main shots in your armoury are 
the volley, lob, top and back spin. Used 
together with a correctly timed fore/back 
hand stroke and even a computer can be 
wrongfooted time and time again. The hitch 
(yes, there had to be a hitch, didn't there?) is 
that things happen rather faster on the court 
than in the text book, so even the most 
inspired set up can be ruined by a lack of con- 
centration. What could have Deen a great 
forehand smash to the left hand comer so 
often tums into a backhand headed for row G 
seat 13 

The controls are simple on a joystick: for- 
ward to come over the top of the ball, back- 
ward to strike it underneath, with the trigger 
to tell the player when to make contact. 
Forehand and back is simply a matter of hold- 


ing the ‘stick to the respective side. But 
remember that holding the racquet on the left 
means you'll drive the ball across the court to 
the right, so be careful when lining up your 
line drives and it's match point. 

Better than the real thing in many 
respects, a Passing Shot game win sees a ten- 
nis ball creature burst into tears of frustration 
(not that real pro's would behave in such 
childish fashion, surely?). Line calls are deci- 
sive, but you can't help feeling that the 
machine has been programmed to make the 
occasional odd decision just to add spice, but 
always on your points! 

The tour takes you through four different 
locations which means you've to play on both 
clay and grass. The different surfaces require 
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curve begins when you reach the ‘States, and 
you switch from the green to the red stuff. 
The series concludes in a three match thriller 





at Wimbledon, which takes us neatly back to — 


Des ‘n’ Gerry. 

A real sport sim, this actually makes you 
appreciate the sport rather than mpping off 
the most recognisable bits and calling it a 
game. You will soon develop enough skill to 
bypass the easy opponents and go for the real 
tough stuff, where speeds increase and every 





shot is just that little better disquised. Will 


you win and get that revolting plate they 
keep trying to foist on people at Wimbledon? 
Or will you be left shouting at your monitor 
that It cannot be serious, man, there was 
chalk dust, everyone could see that there was 
chalk dust, the goddam ball was qood? TW 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 


Win a match 


RAPHICS...... 65% 


[] Player spntes move well. 
@ Mostly just white and green. 


SONICS 
O) Brilliant theme — just like the TV! 
@ No crowd or tenmis-type noises. 


GRAB FACTOR.....80% 
1) Much easier than the real thing! 
0 Six different games in one. 


STAYING POWER 72% 
C) Four tournaments to play in. 
OC) Four levels of skill 

















Tengen/Domark @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 

joystick/keys 

Historically dragons have had 
St. George skewered 


became a national hero, while fantasy writers 
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| ® Above: bomb those fire spitting lizards to get to the impressive (and 
dangerous) Level One guardian (right) 











ia touch time of | Three heads are better than one when you're 
Hl | fighting the phoenix! 





Ureball which cleans the corndor of all Dying 


CHES allowing YOu LO Concentrate on avoiding 


@is ol apocalyptic destruction are 
ey VE just Gol a Dac press the product of these magical powers, 
With 


the volume of assailants 
threatening to breach you 
defences at all times. Chaos 
reigns in the land of Dragon 
Spoint when melee is joined, 
enemies coming at you 
[rom all angles as well as 
fining from below. some try 
Halmikaze runs into your 
wings, bats hang at the top al 
the screen and then scream 
Intent On Impact, while on 


laLer levels Big DIWE Creatures attack [rom 


benind in bombing runs 

The fantasy theme 
Strengthens Dragon Spurnt's 
chances of being an exception 
to the general “hi-tech” blast 
eight levels of glonows 
destruction and not a starship 
in sight! Magic explains away 
the extra weapons and gives 
the programmers a tree hand 
[or those beasties not included 
in the coin ‘op conversion brief 
Another shootout it may be, Dut 
it 1s far from predictable 

For a hard days wiggling 
vou would be hard pressed to 
tind anything that ll make your 
Lot 


ger Hnger ache as much as 


OULS 


Intense is the 
to mind. Its 


fave most WUTtIng 
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ACTION TEST 





SECOND OPINION 
"Fast, frantic and furious, Dragon 
Spirit will have you blowing on your 
joystick hand to coo! it down. Tengen 
and Domark do it again!” sc 


GREEN SCREEN 
True to the spirit of the game 


under the pressure and pace. The ranks of 


high quality shoot ‘em ups have been 


swelling in recent months and it's the origi- 
nality and the accuracy of the conversion that 
sets this one apart. You'll discover fire can 
but then, you've got a Dragon 


TW 


fight fire 
Spinton your side! 








20.000 points 
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GRAPHICS 71% 


SONICS 540 


B2%o | 


GRAB FACTOR 


STAYING POWEAR 82% 
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SOCCER MANAGER 


Cognito @ £9.95 cass, £14.95 disk 
joystick/keys 








GRAPHICS . 64% 


Cac i it sti UWS hay 





SONICS 0% 
@ The hills aren't alive with the sound of 


mt 
no Jeanie 


QO. How do you make a4 management game As a fourth division side you eventually 
lOOk exciting? get knocked out of the cup ana life just carnes 

A. Slap on the box the name of the most suc on. There comes a time in the season when is 
maa teal call a a ep ee ae | : + om Per " 
cessful football manager of the eighties, ther promotion is in the bag or out of the 
that's how question and the cup competitions are memo GRAB FACTOR 62% 


: : : rn Ld ry fa 1 Pry 
The man whose rare words of wisdom _ ries. What else can a manager do apart from cons are user friendly 


have inspired thousanas (understood by sit around and just wait for the axe to fall: ) , 
dozens) Nas pul his impressive image to work Renny is a well done example of a stag- STAYING POWER 58% 
| for this new game from Cognito nant game form. There are no rough edges @ [he season stagnates if youre not up fo! 
| An icon driven game, Aenny Daigiish does but there's no magic either Even the screens Ihe cul 


exactly the same as every other management with their slow redraw speed eventually 


sim, but with cotte pictures rather than Dor- become an itritant, because with no direct AA RATING 
Inq titles. Everything's there, even a board influence on the field of play you end up feel 
room crew that includes trainers, scouts ing the helpless pilot ol a prearranged course 


ee et hoe oe 7h 4 i: ny La a, ey 2 " ee ee | aa = “ i : 5 Ls a 
ACCOUNTANLS and Dank Managers (you freauy A pi ang nol a ree Nice try 


Cognito, but it needs something other than ; 


big name to carry this genre rw 





erg a au SiS wrist wats S&S AS Man Peel) ame Trice 
ELE Aed as f LPL ee ee ee ii es ee COMME 


tary, DUT IS again stymued Dy your lack ol 








real influence (two subs per game and 
keys thats your aching ile ne! 
team chalk up a 9-1 victory with no indica 
- ae fee, i a 4 ir = Ld bps La Tap Ff ae 1 & aha i. qs 
Inside everyone who watches football ion as to how to avoid such thrashin 
there’s a Ron Atkinson. or even a football the future soon ge 
= | : ‘ - rit tt ja" hina 
manager, struggling to get out. And every aggravating 


‘ C/REEPER 

16 M eee ileus 
c FTT- FORM 

Pog aE eS 5 LON 


heing enough to GOALS 
Nothing new has been done to take the oi 3 is shel | 
oenre forward P¥Ycepl far the Cons Nake IL NOE YW orthy. ARSENAL SHOOT 


ma . Coane | wir | QOutclassed by the 
EVeryining develops at snails pace, with you » ! ‘re | es ‘ a a a 
Everything develops § pac th ye SECOND OPINION ap [ Kem 
: hi Rng LLAeS Of Cnniy 
filling in the time between matches balancing "You'd be a real fan of footie-strats ee 
Tear Oran Wa abRosta mes oe. aT ot pai : 2 sari Daligish, this game — 
the club's books, looking around for new tal to want this one. And to enjoy it has erred va 2 ue 
; : , | . has arrived too irv € iting 
ent and swapping the team about. The only [| — you'd have to be the number one rw © A match being payed, excitin 
real influence you can bring to bear is the side fan,” sc | 
| you select and their playing formation ste = 
50 You Wade through the season, con- | incor eet 
stantly checking your job security rating, io PETES, 20 NO 108s The Verdict 
aware that runs of bad luck only ever end in 


the dole office. When your league position | 
solidifies everything gets a bit dull, as you're With nothing more than boxed titles to GRAPHI c s 40% 
Mm Just names in ie 


touchline general dreams of glory Dy wih wits 
. ah ro ‘ j ' ry rt Ane mS nsr ane hh 
ning the triple: League and FA Cups, as chai Niet dln 


8 

es 

| 

- | . ers Hate, 7 

well as the first division title. Challenge eer see ae 3 
8 

0 

0 





i = Phy pm, a= 
a oa Lie ef Firth ie Pe ee ge fihee iF at on rm BEE fe ote Le La 
ale eee nat AnOV Le Ye ees Leal ; 7 


nh ate | rire 
aoe how 


= 7 = a att 

Want to play a game that stars your bank oOItW 
acmcrrice ‘T' nla fF ThomAone se FOLIC LETELEEL 

is Mee le as ee on 1 { eet. I i A A a. J La ba ! 





unable to find any more players of quality to look at you're launched into a leaque season 
Duy borrowing the moneys no hassle, but with very littl idea of whal's aoing on or 
try spending it! what to do about it (sounds like Bobby SONIC af 0% 
Robson!'). The instructions SapeAe are ® What son 
abbreviated into a deconstructed morass of 


SE no OP! senseless jargon, made ali the more incom- GRAB FA c TOR 30% 
"y seein ete prehensible by tiny print, so your first game @ Siow starter with poor instructions 


1S bound to be an unmitigated disaster 

football management games. But oe aa ae : 
: 3 : The game must go on, though, and you ae 

if you #0, this is the one to get soldier through gradually cettiiat the hang STATES POWER... 6 Yo 


alright.” PMcD : atic te iv ailaiian Five divisions, hours of play 


of what to do and when. There 15 an allotted 
GREEN SCREEN amount of time between Games which must A A i=] A T | A G 


be spent coaching and training Players, as 
RACRY Stlted — jun BKS well en going poaching trom om icine n other 
Kenny himself! 


Staid, but does the job 


| Cau ue S 
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K & M COMPUTERS 


THE LEADING AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 


ADVENTURE CASS DISC | ARCADE CASS DISC 








| rm pares re 
Lowest Prices Rombo Rombox...._... 


re 


Time and Magik £11.25 £11.25 | Thunderbirds €10.25 £11.25 34.95 
pee unre ear iiwive bee malcea, | Saaremaa Bree ew | Avail 464 Keyboard Ext Leads.............£6.99 
Gnome tl: Iingnds back ..£11-25 £14.75 | All New Ghostousters.....£7.75 £17.25 Vallable on 6128 Keyboard Ext Leads c7.49 
Pawn (6126).. 714.75 Run The (sauntlet efi ab 25 | Printer Ribbons Cover Seat 464 or 61 09 : cere ; ay 50 
COMP! LATIONS tabling ~ ie “Ad fe . Soa ser DMP 2000/2160 ce 5 
a ee rmoen ¢19 06 | Wight 5 : x r is ss é = = — , oh rive learner : x: - 
descctibg te 30 Ati | Rainbow Island N....£7.75 £11.25 Special prices on || Cassette Player & Leads............£19.99 
SO0Cer? opectacuiaf4 RU © Robocop C7 FS €1125 ft 6128 Cassetie Leads ea 45 
Special Action ...... £10.50 £13.99 | Skweek e775 £11.25 | merrdam M.S. So sasha 96 Lockable 3° Disc Boxes....,.......... £9.99 
The Story So Far (Vol. 2610.25 €11.25 StormLord ri.fS £11.25 SiooPrass & Mouse...................... 72.9! AMS 30L Disc Box.......... wo 12,50 
The In Growd €11.25 New Zealand 31 Ory. C775 £11.25 psa gad: Ade Lc ae 
History in the Making...£1595 £21.50 | Indy (Last Crusade)......£7.75 £11.25 | | MOUs MEBBmnonannnnnmnnng ASS ___ JOYSTICKS- 
Taito Coin-op (inc. Rastan) £9.9¢ | SUPET OcraMmbie £7.75 £11.25 Entire mG ccc peoccecensseseseasereeeee VS SUPEIDOATG..........000: £18.50 
Sunrame Challenaer (ine Fete) €9.90 13.10 | Barbanan Il E7.76 £11.25 Cheetah Starfighter .. eaten 4-4 
Se eb nce cee ae ome cn | Rotgotien Worlds. £7.75 £11.25 , . , | Konix Navigator......... £13. 6 
MERE SNES Se HORSE te Sete | Rad Hed £7.75 £11.25 KDS Electronics ]| Gunshot £5.75 
Giants DTU) Loo Crazy Cars Il e775 £11.25 | Liuick yoy UDO.......... £10.50 
Flight Ace ........ £11.25 £13.95 | Gemini Wing............N..£7.75 £11.25 | Ppombox Special Offers Cheetah 125+ 3 £7.95 
: henenh C1 ac Skate or Dia C7 76 C44 38 pee eee | SUD ST CMANQOE iiceictccssecssstessseeeseee- i295 
Arcade Muscle . Pig.o0 £15.95 skate or De cfufo EVM.25 51/2 Second DPV oo cecocouc. 158.95 1] Cheetah Challenger Ca FE 
Command Pertormar Fo00 £15.95 Navy Moves 7.75 £71.25 8 BA Pr, Pet oe e csc ceceteentetes ee ELS | Konin Aisotire Ings sare 95 
Par 7 135 C1h oe Ministers a ;s 1 2) Sarr ign! brit + Rom erp rrerr tty Ti doce f44 95 | jerk a oa: ptt a a: 
. oa | MEO ia bdane e776 @3,25 | |PrinterTSwachoo0 000 eee gs] |] Konix Speedking.......... + 9.99 
We are the Champions £7.75 €13.10 S raenithnkemons a ae ca a Screen Masier.................................£74.95 1 | Cruiser (Microswitch)... £9.50 
Soccer Squad e776 fi1e8 | Sree Sue at ae  RaMdOs (Di8C) nner BSS reeset erecrrncreeseererer erie 
Space Ace ei 30 11.25 Purple Satin Day NW.£17.25 £14.45 || Cheetah Mach | £10.95 
KidsPlay £2.99 Xenophobe..........N...£7.75 €11.25 | | ionger available Quickijoy Il ree io atest £8.50 
ence To Kill cr.fo EM. Quickjoy Turbo ete pweoat 10,50 
STRATEGY | SIMULATION | -'cenee tof atfo Slee none : 
ana | Blasteroids ........... e775 £11.25 Se | 
Kenny Dalgleish £7.75 Batman (The Movie) M...f7.75 €11.25 te 4 BUS/UTILITIES DISC 
Foolba Manager Il 7.75 £11.25 | Dragon Ninja C7.75 £11.25 Mini Office I! Ady. Art Studio . £19.99 
F ball Man! Exoancon Kit FE25 £7.25 Bloodwyche Hey .f7S £11.25 | Still our Not Seller i oa ya eetyi gets or = 
Football Director || . f14.75 | Gilbar S775 £11.25 | | | ; | asword 6126 . ees 119.99 
Gunship E1125 £14.75 a fa Dange ‘us e775 £11.25 ! Cass rit 20 Disc F14.75 Mar bey | Mar ape rod OF 
Sea ae sch Alpe rail ncta a + £97 o6 
Ancient Balties . Lt 23 : Butcher Hill E775 E11.25 ee a ai “eq 
Micropose Soccer S125 £14.75 | Tian (SPECIAL PRICE)..£6.99 £10.25 paar 3 “92 a5 
Times of Lore whi. EV1L29 Renegade Ill er. £11.25 r 1 ae ced Plan It osc Cid fast 
pled Yeagers ne repre = A ¢ . | a be = Li fs at a | Amsott/Maxell 3 Discs Professional Ady. Writer 24.95 
i Pao ee High Stee ey.7?5 £11.25 | Art sho o& Mouse P49.95 
Bards Tale Le 2623 | er T3008 sccesccscee---e- £13.95 
Passing Shot N...£7.75 £1125 | BUDGET CASS ONLY 


— Football Director (464) 


Treole Chamoons 


—j =, 


Soy Hunter 
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5 
is ss 
1 L z£ ra: 
76, nei rc 
iad ETT He “4 or 2160 Printer £159.95 
ee hl nb urur S| 75 Battleships £1.80 pared gmt 
The National... Pe | ee as eer on DDI Disc Drive £159.95 
War in Middle Earth £7.75 £11.25 | i perconalties 61.80 : MP Modulator ....... hed. 99 
Heroes of The Lance.......£7.75 £15.90 ; etl aes Finch a C4 an — FO1 Second Drive ....... posree A DS.S | 
paroene: Ranger... en 25 £14 7s Super ; tril oxing an A Swift Reduction on an Memety Expansion ... £47 = | 
ly : Pursull (New conan). £1125 £14 /S . oe aie screen Filter £19.99 
YT Ei mivn Hy ghes Soccer C775 €11.25 Trantor he i | | Arnor NO =! Eorom Storage Ripe €1.99 
rack-Suit Manager E775 £1125 | Turbo Esprit 1.80 | Protext ! abs Cont, Paper 2000 609 £18.50 
| aser Squad N....£7.75 €11.25 | BMX Simulator Il o2.75 | Protext cusuenesvaaeere 491) Cont. Paper 2000 80g . £20.50 
: 4 Soccer Simulator E775 £11.25 | Ghostbusters F180 | Promerge | Mouse Mats £4.95 
IT Archon Collection €275 £6.25 oH) co 75 | Promerge+ | Surge Plug £12.50 
OW] Chart a le Pp oo | fi i; Fo OrrHsl sla (ari Tare. Pr; i t AD Prospell A i : ji | {1 5  Cassaties “2 oe 45 
Caner Command .....N... £Phone ATV Simulator. co 75 Prospell 7 | . Fash fie tae (1000). =e 
Rug Gs ei eo Maxam isc .. ; 4 Ouse Mouse = peerreriny 
EDUCATIONAL —— + ps I : 95 76 | Maxam PTT, 2B. AS232 with Commstar. LDS 
Fact § FH alGr ul Tf =F 2 11 = Mata | S ry eo 75 | Maxam 1 5 ct che : : Pinner Cable nna ‘o qo 
cthle SOUS b3./2 LOS - i - 
or ae = ce En eT Os oaysiem 5 | Pd iS Utopia = ps y | 
choo! (USs. 5-8. 6-12) .£5.50 7.95 | Bysten & seks NEW LINES AT LOWEST PRICES 
Mani Maths (Geo iry)..£B.90 £13.99 Twin Turbo V8... es Atari ST Super Pack....... wo 60,00 
The Th ee B ars (6 (6128) C1999 | a, Filing eo 75 | Amiga A500 Inc Mod £370.00 
Happy 8 eaNoc 12-16)... £1 3.95 Serr dibes most All Prices Include Vat & P&P PCW8256 (Inc VAT). £389.00 
agic Maths (4-8 Bo £12. So wl Bes tye fe aD a 3 > iinc. VAT) e400 
? Se mitciul in U.K. PCWaSi2 (inc. VA F499. 00 
Maths Mana (8-13 Paso £12.95 Roadrunner Fe 73 | ree PCW9512 (inc VAT) PEI OO 
. 4 . ¥9512 (Inc WAT)....... £510.00 
Chemists y GG oF £17.90 214 ay Kickstart || ; £1.50 In stock items sent by 1) PPC512 (Inc VAT)........... 44900 
Physics GC oe rs a1 a £14 2 Rocky Horror show £1.80 return of post. 1} PC1512 (inc VAT} from.....£449,00 
Bia logy 1 (12-16) EB. : * ‘e 2 Postman Pat 1 1 BO : PC 1640 ilnc VAT | from.....£550.00 
ate piety - af eee 35 Jocky Wilson Darts bes : —-. | PG2O86 (Inc VAT) ......from..... 2675.00 
| BPPY | Wert Siow EMS | Grand Pax Sim? F2.75 | 7 | Utax GAP. 3 tax (inc VAT F999.00 
i daensap pi bleh Prep g = Saal Biber Herat 6275 SPECIAL OFFER DMP 4000 Printer..................£375.00 
aowors Geography Qu2..._ £6.50 £13.95 | Treasure Island Dizzy.....£2.75 ORDER ANY FIVE reason Printer: geen oe 
ha n.| hs . & a is folio a oa ik | r 7 ir rin foie Pie 
French Mistress £12.95 £15.95 | Seart sie rope £1.80 Budget games Epson LX800 Printer £299 00 
Garman Master - £12 I" £15 =a Gauntiet i x 9 75; and pay only £8.00 Commodore PC 1 from.....£349.00 
aay ras! UE A apatite oad +4 Ci ED 75 | 80 © Printer Muffler .. ae 
lankey Two Finger... (6128'PCW) £19.90 lad mages —- 
Fun School 2 (U6s. 6-8 8+)...£7.99 £9.99 | Blackbeard £2.79 | | PCW Owners 
Happy Fractions (12-16 £13.95 | Street Cred Boxing t2./9 DMP 2000/2160/3000 write or phone for 


Ribbons new catalogue. 

£4.25 each PC200 Software available. 
£5.99 for Two Prices in this advert 
€ 13.50 for Five are for Amstrad 464/6128 


| The Magnum Light Gun | 
With Six Free Games Including ‘Operation Wolf 


Please State 464 or 6128 
Only £32.95 from us. 


K & M Computers (AA) : _ Access/Visa arders by phone or Mail 

140, Sandy Lane Centre When ordering please state make of computer ; N = New release _ 
Skelmersdale, Please make cheques & P.O. payable to K & M Computers. Please Phone for availability 

Lancs, WN8 8LH Overseas inc. Eire add £1.00 per item of software and other new releases 


We supply government & educational establishments. EN 





All items are subject 16 availability 











24 Hrs Phone 0695 29046 Sep Oemnstieneel =~” — Prop. K. Fairhurst 
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ACTION TEST 


[Tele Carl; 
MY HAMSTER 


poystick/kheys 


Hock stars have UNSavVOury Tepulations: the 


Eagles urged us to 
Sex Pistols spat on 
two have had penchant for parking 
Rolls Hoyces in swimming pools 
But none has achieved the ulti- , 
mate headline which banners \ 
across the Stun sleazepaper in 
Codemaster’s latest full price offer- 
ing: Hockstar Ate My Hamster! 
You've been leit 50 grand by 
Orannie and rather than INVesting 
wisely (like on the 3.30 at Kempton 
let Cecil Pitt use it to start a rock group 
This band, you hope, will make r fortune, 
by becoming the greatest 
nomenon this side of Kylie ar 
Holding auditions, you view 49 of the most 
giftecl people ever to hold a quitar — make | 
50, if you're foolish enough to believe Wacky 
Jacko has talent! Each tells you thei price and 
you have to weigh their current popularity 
against your ability to pay thet! 


Musical phe 


1d Jason 


wees. ITO 


“Colin Jones has succeeded in what 


seemed an impossible task: creating a 
RUNAY GAM PRRYERND FOCR MGRNGEIREES 
whether enough people want to play it 


“it's great fun for a while, but you 


can build a band of up to four would-be 1 
tars (eg. Ms Maradonna, String Dorrisey and 
Witless Houston) or concentrate your resources 
on a rock dinosaur like Bruce Stringbean to bid 
lor the top. 

As soon as 
decided it's time to start on the campaign tra 


to get fous 


the band ant sic name have been 
You've one yeal 
Silver records and rake in a: 
mucn dosh as 15 Immor 
possible. There are three 
ways of making money 
sorship, touring and 
deals, the relative 1 
which lies in how much press 
coverage you altract 

The first choice is whether 
you re good enough to pack in 
he fans on January ist o1 


whether you'll need a little 





“AS OE PG) 


practice. Of course exposure 
brings offers of recording con 
tracts but too Many mights 
playing ecccinguasio Ss crammed 


With « SLX peop [ 


i as 


a f 
a Voi sSP~h 


OCyroosH0goz 
rr 


on leads te 
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Codemasters oe C4. 99 cass c12 99 disk 


‘party til you puke,” the 
thelr audience and one or 








rat 


SOAS 
= io 
Heo 


“hn ce SP 
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~. 


© Day one, anc an importer! decision to be made. 
fd sugges! no, actually, but Hs pour Gand! 


| © Below on dats ivsaes esnibesilaniiion Gabe Waal Above that the ugly , 
manager and his ugly sidekick elf on the coach while the ugly band are Get 
‘there “gigging.” “spanking planks” and 6o-on. Note [he four siver records = 
waiting to be iit up (score ac tar: nif; ihe dete (sti alive at iwendoltite | 

| year — guile an echievemen), [he mood sales cures: and last and by ho 
accounted s tadure if you haven’! amassed those e4mporiant allver 


bankruptcy. You've 
of venue (pubs to 


sized football grounds 


ara | re ie 
=r | rir 

ETE LS | | 
LF 6UF F 

ty bt 


ASK Wour tri 


Clive ti ri 
STUNT a 
Stun. Trowbli 


hi a F 
Li, ial Pad hal 
1 iF; 7. ‘if 
i@ 0] in spond 
a yl = 2 ne - fay laa 1 pete es fui a ay it a9 7 
Lil nual Wy cul Loy i ee | if] A Boks ns tel 4] : _s = fe chart 


latter with a one man band can b Once you start releasing the vinyl it’s ume 
promising caree! id. So only dab to Keep in the public eye with tours and head 
ble with the press when it’s absolutely neces line stunts. A Dar graph shows how record 
sales are going, and onc Week YOu gel a 
nallbiting chart count is You see il you 
have at last managed to make the break 

A strategy game Dased on the music Diz 
may sound about as exciting as Bros in con 
cert, Dut its not that bad, and the humour 
(noticeably i | 
perhaps should have been) gives 
impact. Even when you've finally seen all the 
snide comments between Clive and Cecil, read 
all the headlines and mace up as nasty a name 
as possible for your group it remains challeng 
ing. It's tough to get those four records | 
the charts, especially with the publicity feature 


to a sudden e 


Cc | s 
scl \' Li 


rot i tare i | ‘ ra wept’ 
WiLL na ES | ee | Med IML i iJ 


e game 
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CATCHY killing off your meal-ticket(s) at random intel 
Polk © 
ON My NOS vals 
ROCK 


The caricatures are well observed, with 
each star having a different appeal and person 
lity — Rotten Johnny always storms oul of my 
groups demanding clates ol caviar! Ine sound 





Amiga 

Atari ST 

=pectrum (tape) 
Spectrum (disc) 
Amstrad CPC (tape) 
Amstrad CPC (disc) 


Commodore 64 (tape) 
Commodore 64 (dizc) 


= oz: 


<< Faget | 
evege | 


£24,909 
£24.99 
£9.99 
£14.99 
£9.99 
£14.99 
£9.99 
a 





As the people of the Bloodwych awake to a 
new dawn, they find a stranger in their midst 
~ from one of many races he has come. His 
task; to halt the demon that lies dormant 
within the Castle of the Bloodwych. 


Oiistetitr we) mot Crystals of Sanguis will 
secure the Behemoth in his lair for all 
eternity. Should they remain separate, then 
he shall rise to bring darkness into the 


WoO r| A | a 


This unique role-playing fantasy game allows 
greater interaction with the environment 
than has ever been seen before. Argue, 
barter, negotiate — even lie through your 
teeth! The fully implemented personalities of 
all the characters in Bloodwych allows a rich 
style of role-playing that has only been 
dreamt of. 


With one or two player simultaneous mode, 
this is the game that you've been waiting for. 
Bloodwych for those that dare! 


€ 1989 MIRRORSOFT LTD lewin House, [18 Southwark Street. London SE] Of W Tel: 01-928 1454 


ACTION TEST 


iS basic Dut ch Lahijes With each artist and actu 
ally improves during the year as the band 
members begin to gel 


Once you win it's odds on you'll be unlikehy 


lo rush into another game, unless being a sell 
i Petr opie eae ri ht cs ry Thc Lat A 
Lar Mal Pelt TET Dia Ving Au ia anh PRE WW he 


others’ lives is the bag you're into. How quick- 
ly can you drive someone to their grave for the 
sake Ol a buck’ Answer: very, especially if it 


ie eS Ure bn E ter tk i row ae! ae fi ™ Fh foogee 
Seite. 'F Fr] Nan a | ar Letitia che Lie Las fB-w & 


nlace TW 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 
Two silver records 


GRAPHICS 79% 
B Limited number of different screens 
to see 


5S excellent caricatures 


SONICS 


The band actually 
with practice’ 


81% 


does cet bette! 


RAB shail Meer 


Playing spot the Stars is fun 
Death is too easy ies a one man band 


70% 


TAYING POWER .72% | 

Fiendishiy difficult to get those silver 

ITeLOIUS 

One level of difficulty only 
AA RATING T6% 
At last, a management/strategy qame 
that gets away from sport 


A WILLY and onginal look at the record 
industry 


ea legend in his own lunchtime: the 
man they're calling Colin Jones poses | 
with his plank 


60 AMSTRAD ACTION 
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Rockstar author COLIN 
JONES tells all to our man 
with the concealed 
microphone and the tears in 
his eyes, STEVE CAREY. 


The rock'n'roll industry has been left REELING 
from the revelations of Rockstar Ate My 
Hamster, an OUTRAGEOUS new game that 
uncovers the REAL truth behind the glitter 
and glitz of the music biz. 

In an RACLUSIVE interview with vour caring, 


sharing. stark staring bonkers super soaraway 


imsirad Action, Rocksiars author land secret 
Page Three stunna) Colin Jones has SPOREN 
of ra es I 
OUT for the umpteenth... er. sorry that should 


read for the very first time. He tells of his secret 
rTRARS and URSIRES. fis JOY and his GRIEF 


his BREAD 


SELF-CONTROL AND SATISFACTION 


This game has been the most satishving propect 


lve worked on. Jones savs. because | designe 

, ti fee i | WF rye «lf , i i ry wre i rit 
ete We it ri Se ali Loti Tiere COTh 
trol. Codemasters gave me free range, and al m 


a i i] 
time did they step in and say. We want this kind 


1a bs 


ilvie 
After wed agreed on the idea for the gars 
List Well AWay (oT about 5) % rmariths Wnt Caine 
hack with the finished game... | dont Know wht 
ut Uvev just trusied me lor some reas 

ones liaised with the music pr 
grammer, Paul Highley. and the 
graphics artist (lor all versions). Chins 
Graham. giving him virtually com 
Dicte Say Ove the “look ancl fie mM 
‘ 


ihe gan is degree of contr 4 
unusual, al Cocke Masters arc cle 


where. With Chris | came up with 


some storvboarcds, the lavouts of the 
eTeens and all the SOOT Maes ii 
ihe rockstars | wanted to pul in. hes 
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tures. Hed send the Eraphi . lo me 
and then fd ning him up and wed 
chat about any alterations thal might 


he reece | 


LOOKING AND FEELING 

He is very pleased with the Amsirac 
version of Rockstar calling it “graphi 
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Castle Software 
2 William Clowes Street, 


Castile puree, 
Stoke-on-Trent 

pectin insane Tel: 0782 575043 
AMSTRAD CASSETTES y AMSTRAD CASSETTES AMSTRAD CASSETTES AMSTRAD CASSETTES _ 











Rick Dangerous.......6.99 Battle of Britain 2.99 SAS Combai 2.99 Monopoly 299 GB Air Rally 1.00 Football Manager || .4.99 
Indy Jones & Last Battle For Midway....2.99 Flight Path 737 1.99 Scalextric... 2.99 Acton Force 1 G9 = QUANT ......00c000:... 7,99 
Crusade. 7.50 Guadal Gana 0.99 Army Moves 2.79 Krypton Factor 2.99 Bubbier..... 0.50 Road Runner...........1.99 
New Zealand Story..6.99 Silent Sen i295 Bards Tale .. 2.99 Clever & Smart 0.50 Batman il 6.399 Rygar ecteeneees 1 9 
oa ge (25 «Johnny Hep s 1.99 Driller 2.99 Cylu 0.50 The Big Sleeze........1.99 Gauntlet 2...0..0.........1.99 
Vigilante i725 Pegasus Bridge 5.99 Artura 299 Hijack 050 Pro Golf. 199 1042 9.99 
Bubble Bobble 2......7.25 Sorceror Lord..........9.95 Twin Turbo V8........299 Greyfell 0.50 Wizbail. 2.99 KAPMOV .cocceccscessseese 99 
SPECIAL Fire Zone 4.99 Grand Prix Sim 299 Flunky 0.50 Venom Strikes Back..2.99 Knightmare..............1.99 
REDUCTIONS | Tobruk 2.99 Rugby Sim 2.99 Op Wolt 5.95 West Bank 1.99 Spy V Spy Trilogy....3.95 
Paciand. 95 CONFLICTS 2 | ‘tia Massacte.......299 Crazy Cars Il 6.99 Runestone 0.90 Strip Poker 2+ .........3.95 
Pacman 35 Battle of Britain | Andy Capp 00 Crazy Cars 2.99 Yogi Bear 1.00 Jackal.......... 1.99 
ae ee aT Theatre Europe | Bediam 00 California Games.....2.99 Rex 39 Fernandez Must Die.2.99 


Tobruk earl ie or aa el a | 
lorL GasepDal UW «(Liamponsnp Caves of Doom 

ALL | GAMES 4 ' 1 = Leaves 0 Doom 
ONLY £4.99 Lolour of Magik 1.00 Sprint 


Captain Amenca......1.00 Convoy Raider 
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Heroes of ine Lance ..5.95 
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| ris a x ! 
Thunderbirds a | ae ha th J Star Raiders 2 1 a4 Out Run : 1 5.50 
| {'- 7 aye : — = 

| WARSTRATEGY a. 299 Dark SOPH eso 1. 00 TEMAMEK ooocceenent. 00 — - 

Ed oy ae Ta = Pe -— ur —_ . E 

| att Fea -* Blockbusters 2.99 Through the SKATE CRAZY 
Austerlitz i. J 3.99 — . y oO j yy AP Fy : Tas 71 

| Vulcan 400 30) Hire i fe Biood Brothers e GG Trapdoor ren Li Super Sor nt ' go NOW ONLY 

rie or i : | 

Waterloo... 7 96 rala AS$Saul aie ms Bu iseye ¢.33 eae Lid The Furry 1 ug £2.99 | 
Battlefield Germany...5.95 Joe Blade 2 299 Cluedo 299 IK4 wc DO  ViNON iui Ee | 


All orders under £5 please add 75p towards Postage & Packing. 
All orders over £5, Postage & Packing FREE 
No Overseas orders please. 
All in stock items despatched by return 
Please state Amstrad in all orders 







CASSETTE COMPILATIONS AMSTRAD COMPILATIONS 


BESTOFELITE | GRAND PRIX | GRAND PRIX 
VOL 2 SELECTION SMA Ts SELECTION 





Petes dl | Hollywood , 6.00 
“= Hiner ohare | | = Sorceror 6.00 | 
| 3 Eunchur ALL 3 FOR £4.99 —- 
boa Microprose Sooner 2.99 | 
ONLY £4.99 “a ONL’ es | 
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ALL FOR ONLY £3.95 
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YOu re careiul)' And if you cant qu 
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turns Emma Broadle, 
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crumpled charm of [nd raid 
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Bond in that he somet ws af th and much as | enjoyed [his latest film, 
pressure’s getting l found Indiana Jones and the Last 
As indeed Crusade fhe computer game dull and 
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And to the right of 
that are the four 
objects he's after 
the Cross, the 
Shield, the Diary and 
the Coradl self 

Such a bot of info 
for poor indy to 
carry in thal pretty 
litthe head of his! 
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The Verdict | 


GRAPHICS...........82% 
Indy moves well and looks good. 
@ Spectrum (boo!) conversion. 


SONICS .......................f4% 
Music is well done. 

@ But the effects are not so special. 

GRAB FACTOR... 


61% - 

Difficult to get going. | 

@ More restart locations would be 
appreciated. 


STAYING POWER. 87% 
Four massive levels keep you busy. 
@ Time limits pile on the pressure 
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AA RATING 80% 





Great arcade slashing fun. 
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NOW TO AMSTRAD ACTION 


YOURMAGAZINE 7 
DEDICATED TO YOUR (cep 
MACHINE 


Only £17.95 for 12 action-packed issues (and 
we even pay the postage for you!) 





THE F . * By 


Ring 0458 74011 NOW, quoting the order code 
AA396 and having your credit card handy or use 
the order form on Page 98. Why not order some 
of the latest and cheapest products from The 
Amstrad Action Special Offers at the same 
time! 


Remember our unique guarantee: we will refund 
the cost of all unmailed issues, if you are not 
completely satisfied with our subscription 
service. 


r 
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: 
is 


* Hotline Number 0458 74011 

* Order Form on Page 98 

* Be sure you get your copy before the 
newsagent sells out 

* Get our regular quarterly “UPDATE” of extra- 
special savings on products that we didn't 
quite manage to squeeze in the magazine! 








£17.95 
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play, the t@chmica) @X@Cullon iS atrocious and 





Surmrse) and is rather keen to get even with 


ate F Ly } i Lari Dit 2 mm ee ats ow weld Ba » j il ives = y eT een i al Bee ee el | if 4 gemel 

tne pe sete who Tamed fim And secondly eal formula for both a lm and a computer — ee ee a | 
Wy F fur 4 a ht f a 4 EAD Lf ehh : 7 : : : ece Wied Lea Ba Po il i i J ! PAL i eta aS | 
iney transgressed the unwritten law ol game, one would think, but then again have 


movies — never play a villain opposite Arne if you seen the movie? OK, so it’s not that bad mie: ie rae ayn beng and. ye 
yOu Want 10 Walls agai’ ) but it’smore than ropey in places. The game te p Heat ARO sein Hep 8 
So down the chute you shoot with Unele On the Other hand, 1s just fopey all the way nay coe “a ee lak ae 2 i 2 
Ben into the arena The show takes place in through — with the possible excepuon of the itt SUDIEC: 1 SE i a > wai : 
four GifeTent locations. each wilh @ diferent loading screen’ sh ry Ke “Ter | verse Piet - re 
assassin, of stalker, taking on the man moun Myr attention is first grabbed bythe 


stTh ito ae a, 1 HJ Her Al ro Pry Le Fist ica u : ig 5 : L , 
Lain. PIFst COMeS SuUDZeTO. aM ie hockey play attempt at parallax scrolling Good idea as TW 
Ger WhO USES HIS stick and pucks LO great et =A ries BAM 
elect, (IppINgG and beating runners into sub 
MISSION (OF more often the after lite). Stalker 


number two ts Buzzsaw. who specialises 1 a 5 
e¢ 
chainsaw — not very sporting but il gives hum 


ee % — 9 
an edge fouch) Next it's Dynamo Wie uses a | &) i 
Special eehrified Suil tO Zap People. so 


> Pe Fe 
pune ni ng fim isnt really a smart move. Last 


- 
al 
‘df 


shame it doesn't work. The effect that this 





but not least comes Fireball, who uses fire 
balls (these Schwarzenegger movies are so 


Mil Of Surprises) to cut opponents Gown 


fine Veraici 


before he wades in with his fists 
Ben survives all these litile tests it's | 3 rem BT 

lime to go back live to the studio for a word TALKER : 7 Ta i 

[Tom OUI SPONSOISs and some physica! vio : ae 


lence for Killian, the show's sadisti¢ host. An @ Line up the symbols to get extra energy c OW a 








has on the game is remarkable: touch any . 
part of the scenery and the whole screen 
wobbles like a esis set. | Know t 

game is set in Los Angies, Dut this many 
earthquakes? The sprites themselves have to 

be seen to be believed ndefinite, sketchy 
outlines and a very limited number of animat as i 7. u ‘an 


ed poses. The unintentional highlight of the 





game being the Ben Richards waddle. Due to 
the way hes been animated every third step 


_ FER TTT 
STALKER BU 





his rear end becomes so pronounced youd 
Swear it was Anneka Buc fe and nol Arne out 
there 


The combat 15 limited to Say the most. rou 





66 AMSTRAD ACTION 


“Shoguare 


vTatiea 50 GOOD REASONS 
‘Se som TO SHOP AT 


el aoe Sar eli, BS 


RSX - ‘LIB (i 0) 


The RSA Libr 
DONT VOU JUST HATE RSXA'S? 





CRAZY JOE'S 





@ Great in theory, but a waste of time in practice? 10 Computer Hits 5 r499 Prodigy r1.98 

® All that messing around with machine code’? 10 Great Games 3 wow th.99 8=©6R-Type (Disc) ry og 

With RSA-LIB, YOU'LL LOVE THEM! 30 Poo £6.99 Roland in Time (464) 0.99 

@ Select the ones you need from RSX-LIB's library 4 Soccer simu lators até £4,939 Roy of ihe Rovers Ce. 99 
® Run them from anywhere in memory (sell-relocating) (Paps mi : = 

® 52 RSXs supplied [ree! Answer Back Junior Quiz .. £4.99 Hunestone F199 

@® Add more yourself (automatically) using assembled code, Bard's Tale, Fe.99 sScruples F499 

binary type-ins, RSA type-ins ett Bombjack 2 199 SkKweer 6.99 

@ Simple to use utility. with comprehensive land friendly) manual Daley Thompson Decathion.....£2.99 Spy Hunter Ee.99 

=s = * - : Fernandez Must Lie P3.99 Star Wars £3.99 

Suitable for all CPC machines, nvechtoees oF UK Fie ior Fernandez Must Die (Disc £4.99 Starglider (Disc f6.99 

but supplied on DISC ONLY £19.95 (UK), £21.45 (Europe), Forgotten Worlds 6.99 Suoreme Challenge ra ao 


£21.95 (Rest of World) 


2 iQ 


i 6 6 60 0 oO oo 
1 e. 


Game Over £2.99 hig s (Dise P49 
Gauntlel 2 t?.99 Thunderbirds 6.99 

, Geof Capes Strongman £0.99 T aer Road £4.95 
BIT - 7 Computer Gothik £1.99 Time Scanner r6.99 
—Teth hs: bf SS Grand Prix Selecnon F499 Tro Hit Pak (3 Games) e209 
221 Rockingham Road, Kettering, PRITIOT FARRER: RE: TOY UNA BEY DOG 3.08 
Northants. NN16 9B History in the Making.............£72.99:  Triv Pursuits Young Players.......£3.99 
. Hunt for Red October 6.99 Twin Turbe Va eo,99 
The Tiny Desk Top Publisher. Inc. Shrinking Sphere (Disc) c4.99 Victory Road e499 
Complete DTP package. Includes 6 extra fonts, cut & Jack the Nipper e299 World Series Basebal F099 
paste and graphics Last Ninja 2 7.99 Cheetah Mach One Joystick rg 99 
REVIEW IN AA41 67 23 aisc only | Monopoly £499  Konix Navigator e12.56 
Only £8. 00 | Paciand £5.99 Konix Speedking £9.40 
| Pacmania £4.99 Maxell CF2 3° Discs (16 P22 50 


1A set of education: T but enjoyable programs for young children. | 
1) Text to pix turns words into colour pictures 
-“) What time ? : teaches hands to hours/minutes 
3) Simple sums : numbers are printed as they would be written 
Plus more. 
For any CPC £8.00 tape/disc 
COMING SOON!!! Page Setter 64 
The first 64K DTP | 
First on disc - later on 4 tapes. 
Fully featured |! Just £10.00 


Crazy Joe's, Dept. AA, 145 Effingham St., 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire $65 1BL 
Visa and Access Orders Taken on (0709) 829286 


Please make Cheque/P.O. Payable to "Crazy Joe's" 
P&P FREE in U.K. on orders of £5 or over. Under £5 please add 50p. 
Europe (inc. Eire) add £1 per item. Rest of World add £1.50 per item. 














- A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR 
| WAREHOUSE 


| Hardware & Peripherals (Offers while stocks last) RRP WAVE 


DISC DRIVE £89.95 
BOOK STORAGE CAPACITY | 
This quality drive is ws 1" high and, when used with Rodos (ROM), 


Homdos (ROM) or Ramdos (DISC), can store BOOK of files wilhoul Amstrad CPC6128 Green with Joyeick & Soltwar 9999 2754.99 AN 
| Nippn 4] ine aise, it is Supplied 1 cased Power SUDDIY and cables afe Améstiad CPl6128 Colour wih Joystick & Software 1% eG Cah 
dp | dad Plagcea ciate 464/664'61278 MP-2 Modulator/Power Supply - GOPC464,/664'6128 : i ry ais | 

: . sack ts eee ee ee, ie ODI-1 1s! 3° Drive Inc. interface & Cable . CPC464 Ek 12h 96 B 
| When supplied with Rodos, price is £119.90 FD-1 2nd 3° Drive - CPC/49 (6128/43 Also Reg. OL-2} 19.9 14 
| When supplied with Ramdas, price is £124.90 ra z f bay FO | to Pe pl ed : 6.95 » 56 | 
; md wait, Che hd am tals iit LY Leet nner Leanionias Farle eee ee ta oS Le | 
| When supplied with Ramdos. price is £114.90 Star LC10 Parallel FAT NLO Printer (Reas. PL! Lead SO7 BR 1eAGt A 

———____—_—— Computer Labels 89mm % 36mm 1 across Box 1000......9:; 644 | 
The amazing | Crowey 11° « 9.5" Listing Paper 606 Bion FOO 
ROM BOARD XTRA 1) 2482FRN Ribbon Re-inkong Aylon - DMP2000/000 sears Pat 2 11 oO 192 | 
: ; 3 2 Farhoc Ribheon Re side | T one 
including Amstrad J¥2 Joystick - CPC 149 79 E 
6128 UPGRADE SOCKET MAX Mouse inc: Intertace & AMX Ant SW. CPC4646646128 
- RAM Ebectronics Music Machone (Tape Ver) - CPt ao 42 46 t 

FEATURES 6 Standard ROM Sockets RAM Electronics Muse Machane (Dis a Mer. PC 

plus - Put a 6128 ROM in the 7th socket and you have a Trojan Light Pen & Graphics Software - CPC464 Colour 19.0 14 06 | 

| Trojan | iahit Per 1% Graphics Sofware - CPC6128 Colow 2495 iT 86 | 


working 6128 operating system. Upgrading Is 
as simple az that pO YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY, THEN SEND FOR OUR TRADE 
plus 464/6128 selector PRICE LIST 
plus - Cold start RESET BUTTON ‘State for which products and enclose 3 x 19p stamps) 


plus - Through connector for further expansions  (aiiibens 
ALL THIS FOR JUST £20 Blank Discs & Software 


Connect Money Manager - CPCIPCW = os ig ay | 
6128 ROM £19. 50 64K RAM PACK £49, 95 | Super he : ALE Wy {ye RSION CPC PCw mo oe 
THIRD DRIVE SWITCHING CABLE Amstrad roiony Case Holds 10 x 3 795 398 
"ONLY £8.50 Verbatim 3.$° DS-DD 125tpi Blutk Ouse PW 25. 6250. 2063 
(Please Slate makes of drives if known) Verbatim 3.25° DS 'DD 40-80T Bulk Ore Pkt 2 27 3 6 | | 
AMS IL Storage Bou Holds 15 Cased 30 Unca J ALE 

- —E r Cee Ey Te ena a ee ee ee ee ee eA a a Oe 
We buy and sell quality used computers and peripherals. [CAPTAIN CAVEMAN BBS NOW ON ine 4PM Wiodey 9 “7 2608 


Give us a ring and we rg have if. eng nen land pos! € ins.; (A) £5.75 (8) 64.60 (C) £3.45 ji 


(ANC) 3 Oay £10.35 Newt Day 019.80 CODs F230, Max VK post cho. £6.90 per POke F500 
All Prices include aT. Alii Ghee Litt ei ro Gur ifaae ferris cel ii eae 


Tile: tel-w made 2 W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept. AA 1089) 


— a ecnn — r Walney Audio Visual & Electrical Distribution 
DEPT AA, 212 Dudley Hill Road, Bradford BD2 3DF 1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, LA14 1SR 
Tel: 0274 636652 Tel: 0229-870000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon - Fri 10,00-5.00 





S.D.C. 60 Boston Road, London 


Other branches at 309 Goldhawk Road, London W12 8EZ 
Ww Market Square, Leighton Buzzard, Beds. "675 Holloway Rd, Archway, London N19. — 


~Unit ad 34 Rumford, Market Street, Romford , Essex (Open 7 days a week anni ll 
PRICE PROMISE 


I you wish to purchase any product from our list and find thal you can buy the same 
product cheaper from another mail order company, simply enclose the lower amount, 
stating the name of the other company and where you saw the advert. (li must be the 
current issue). Price Promise does nol apply to other companies “Special Offers” 


~ SOCCER SPECTACULAR 
ONLY £7.99 DISC £10.99 
i Pi fear 


LIVE AMMO 
ONLY £5.99 
DISC £12.50 


MAGHIFICENT T 
ONLY £6.50 ige T1096 
Head Cvar Pe Wl al & 
Arkaneud ai ane ie? & 


KONAMI ARCADE COLLECTION | 
Qnty £6.50 Dise £13,95 


bhi JockOl Aimrreget 6 al 


CASSETTE 50 
ONLY £2.99 


SPECIAL ACTION 
ONLY £6.99, OFSC £12.09 


ona Captain Blood + Football Manager 


TM EAG WG 
PL 1 






















































































" Ping Pt ig. ‘Yi At Rung Fue I Fe , Dlkir + 3.014 Beardsleys « World Rambo 
Fiahie Corn Hroersports, Shoo Lins Aaa Wirball aria @ GO8E I Lhe QAmie Challenge Champions « Hardball Great Escape 
Atti om Now “ Green Beret, Yig Ar Kur Fy Holy br Bal ESCApe oh Vinckealors Waraihan » Soocer Sugars Ton Gur 
Cam Glgu ‘tees ri Yi at Risig Pi = 
' ered a JL Army Maves 
inAeTna fe ii . == - i 
bas rye Baecko iPivoi aa Green Beret 
nae, eee wee an AMSTRAD 
1a L iii fi CH 1 Pao F HJ “4 i ———— ——_ 
Ma we ) atl — 4 WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS 
tals be eae Fr F Lif a f : = = 
Bs : ira: Seer = oa. anes : 9 ONLY £6.50, DISC £13.95 
til I Bag r r ‘i, Zo I 5 a “ 
Sei oral tower or 64 bf aesicerty dh lner ptt - Renegade Batter 
— = = AW Fi‘ y rd Fa oa i cia a Me be i rr is: eo |K = 
Bocjcatveige aj 6.a9 a sie ria. Bach barsanrt, 
f SS, a Sa apa a Al Fearmnbar 94 * ot i146 - tas Lat (hes x 
GAME SET AND MATCH Chicaga Is cent | aeea) ioe vesecabg nade ne 
ONLY £6.99 (DISC £13.95) Cybernaid | B95 6.99 0.50 Get Des : 
Dominator 994 a9 11.59 Gipnar 6.4 4 99 PACK OF ACES 
: a Drag 9.9 3.88 9.50 . fi Facto a 55 294 DISK ONLY £6.99 
Featuring: Basketball, Soccer, Vault, ate a0" Nira. 4 i. a LD get her 1259 6B. Whe Dares Wins 
e i ye eet - = Se cr a = re 
SW enna Shooting Eliminator 90 6.99 50 Nae ase Tage ey 2r3 = ae 
; r. Se ae Demy of & Ser 14 5 j be 
chary, Triple Jump, Weig hilifting Emlyn Hughes Int Soccer 95 6.50 4.98 Bartane : 6.4 9e : 
- E1é Combat Pils 4, fe eT SEER: agp ropa SO Cees 
Pi 9 Pang, Pistol Shooting, Cycling, | P'eS Direct 2 0CUeeRCCPacman 955 495 : 
> ad LN ae Fees BL = ta “pe Met 7am ao 4 9G wa A eS 
Springboard ni ving, Giant Slalom iy natbad Director i) (Gise only 3499 i 795 Pustogin : 9.96 594 
Rowing, Peralities, Ski Jump. Tug of Footbal Ms i ager i 4.45 6 .o4 140 Chait P afar 24.59 1 ae TS 
Alar Tanne Baeahall Gavire Forgotten Words 3.98 ra 8611.88 saspliet iety Bae 3 38 
pineal alacant atl wires (TH 999 799 1199 Rewnof ine Jed a5 299 5 STAR 1 
eH lo | rok af PG ol ET=Jia tall Wil g a] 2) qo & Gey ig.5c a ee Land “ ins c = ONLY cg a 
Gunship 4.95 080 19.98 = eer ‘ ae Lid 
Indiana Jones & The Last Crusade 4.95 7.49 11.99 = = a hes > ey = “s Sorditry - Foed 
a Kenny Calgliah Soccer Manager 9.95 6.89 0.50 Thang Bounces BS 595 1949 Who Dare n 
LEADERBOARD PAR 4 Last Due 495 $e) 11 Se nar Pleat 5.99 1 50 7 Waens in Parade 
ONLY £10.89 Licence Te Ri 4.95 A399 0.50 niTh 35 299 Eauivos 
DISC £14.50 Marauder 9.95 2.99 - Tire Pi os . a5 = a0 
Moaroreose Soccer 14.495 10.949 13,99 ees, A! Lave 733 a5 
Leaderioand Mair Hel 9.95 £99 0.50 ovict _e = 
| nero iim, Play Rae 5 ) 45 | q og = a Ly J ih = SS eee 
_pade boa d Tourna ent trig dite yey Raq 1D BO bu a 96 195 GAME SET & MATCH 2 
Wold (lags Laaderboard Mew Tasierd Sic 55; i, , ONLY £7.98 O15¢ £17.50 | 
rr r T ¥ = Andy Cape 1a 9S Lop art Ea 
————————— ee Cre i! F fire Gt bee = i_* 1d Fi ; oe iam | 4 h 
6 Pf c x VOL J 2 F * ancirr Raya c = sabe F | , C 
: mpi 1 ee Ti J Ps 
ONLY £7.25 DISC £10.50 pie i! is Salen mr aa pe | 
[3 ip) eh {3 oti res po oie Spy WS ODy 14 05 i oes 4 
1a Pies a too ma a By 5 bw i aa -' 
= ito ly ‘rT . a" , u 1 hs ar J nid 
EMAGuC Aace sl di ae I fread Burs , a : 
Srences | wii ‘Pre F] Of 4 t : — 
\ buieaes Chains ia 9 5 > BUDGET GAMES 
i Cy Le eat | 4nfte a* | “i ee 
amat ae at a Hot co COMPUTER CLASSICS ONLY 
_ 109 5 9 an ETT aI "3 £2.99 DISC £6.99 
BEST OF ELITE VOL 1 ish oe a) Fcctater ol Fw Year 2 | Gand 
lt 1 oe r oom = = ' = a Lar a i 
ONLY £4.99 At fo Fi a] Jr re vi ala, Th Tonle ble 
ann jack at 5 OF ig! ee ae =| ine 8 Loy ae 
Piri) Fs re ya =r] fague Chala re | attend 
FV iatiirie | fo | fh Nase a. Ps aL oe 
. “ ; i = wi in i rig ah hy  — Ba | 
| Aran ae Fa fiw Pretpere : Bs : 
: ie Doe Pa a aoe Pou q Z aos | 
reece 2990-79119 Road Runne -.. | CHARTBUSTERS ONLY £5.99 
| shes 1o ORE a Scooby Doo = 
ARCA DE MUSCLE zi zi “ : ris = mr . Cn : ~ Fachier as r et | ; a is nosiD Siers = A fa Pa Footba 
ONLY £9.99 DISC £14.50 aE 5 oF oo = Ey Super Cycle 2 35 Agent X, Kane, lL A Swat, Nowa 
Sreet Fighters F Atk ita a eet ~ Master, Rasputin, Othe & Lisa 
1 343 ere ine ge jan 5 JOYSTICKS Hicochet, Zolyx, Dan Dare, Ta 
Paes fa A 2 od 6 30 DM = ar a 
SS ral hg ig fay _ 7 oy vrorig au et | ial na ih cs vaeale' ris 
Fin - 3 lasiers indicators Bog ao SO Ghwetah 125+ Joyshos 4 Oe 7 oa) ene, Corer 
Bionic Command emipkosbee piri a SS Pra S000 Joystick 3 1? Patrol Thrust. War Cars. Harve 
| “ . o og 6 a9 _ =a - ; 4 - 7 Medan 
BAY (oak T STE 1 PAoF ONTACT | FOR PRICES: Payee ba WP 





SUPREME CHALLENGE 
ONLY £6.99 DISC £10.99 teeta 7 Barbarian, Gryzor Through the Trap Door + ONLY £9.99 DISC £12.99 ONLY £9.99 DISC £13.99 

Ebte, Stangiades berernile a femgy — CrazyCars Span! au Cats Expiog ag Ss | | Northstar, Cydermod. Detiekior Mass “ ¢ Goniral. Ace, Soetfire 

Tetris, Ace Il Bobble, Arkarcnt i Sent Karnow. Combat Schoo + ape + TNROR 4 Traces Tow De Force. Biood Beomen 40. Sinke Force Harrier 

mi LeQeT if Rate. Athafied ener arn any pe nme | Aes | LES] + Sore ae, ee A TE 

See Renegade arpel Renegade, Piaioon | [rn asin Hercules, Master of the Unmerse Binod Vale ap ncesceacacnls ig 


Please § 
Type of scchaarieh 


Tithe:- 





PICK OF STAR 
THE MONTH 8§6BLIT 
10 COMPUTER HITS VOL 5 
OMLY £6.99 CISC C11 oe 







TAITO COIN OPS 


| 3 D.C. ORDER FORM (AMSTRAD ACTION OCTOBER ISSUE) 
end the following titles. BLOCK capitals please’ 


Total Enclosed £ 


Please make cheques or postal orders payable to $.D.C. 
Orders under £5 please add 50p par tape P&P. Over £5 P&P is free 
E urope please add £ fl per tape. el isewhere add £1 a0 per tape 


iM CROWD poner £1098 | 1] PVE ‘STAR MONLY fi ONLY £4 =) 


UE) 


Amount 


— to 











Name __ 
Address —__ 


Postcode 
Tel. No. 


~ MEGA GAMES VOL ONE 








FLIGHT ACE 


* Personal Ce ller: rs Only 





Just who do Target Games, the VR crested some rathier grees logical prob 
team responsible for this TAs cal Het envied Walon’ Sah Gai Samir 
month's Mastergame, Laser ind) affected anything and reincarnated 
Squad, think they are? We sent ee eee eee iteof chanaine time 


PaAnyVone | 


JEFFREY DAVY to find out. are enough to leave 


a | Z 
ie ear i. P me mor 
ie he ere Lift | dh RS Rea halt 


Olally Coniused 
like the games we 


- S , . 
see now, was Iwebula for the 
eee DT ih a PT ea I cot ie AO i | 





sesieasicini OPeEctrum, In which you play an 
issassil glien whose entual alm 15 te 
tpn lominat Iniverse 
TILE | LU ISUTDMISINGY LIers Were out 
Corp to do the same. and random 
sie events such as plague, rebel 
; ions and eartha lakes didn't 
1 NelID YOU INPenal dasplrawons 
: edocs one bit 
Target Games Laser The next project, the original 
hit in its Spectrum i | Rebelstar Raiders, was written 


ie tne DHOoOrammet anda creatol Oi th 


| 7, ri 
Cat Lie Li 


lw neg afi ¥T Ung it s OS SLO Lit) 
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i = Bey - | ' _a rt Sid - yj . 
| 7 1! z | bie 
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WOuld be quite a good vehicle tor the games | neglected Chaos and part ol Battle Cars alter 
LAT ly Li io ePreas Takia i 7 ig hie 
Wanted to creat inishing two more BBL games called 
Tw Ul ely om a LF 1 ot <7 6CUS' a Dm of asa 
PRIVATE J Salida Ti i vt cs E i is a: a ify ut fi iad 
"0 Ta Ls c 1 cer? rs Tire ae Ime , Sak 
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Foe 7 Bae | Bay rie _ =e ih 
Ir | i il 4 Oe eo a i i 


Eases ae i] ital an wih | mor 
a AP si | ters, and all-powerful wizards —- re 
seit Qe) e+! released as a Firebird budget game 


a - ff r 
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8 A scene from an instant classic: Gollop and Target Games’ 1 Moonbase and has two sides 
Laser Squad: for the full review, see p. 50 Raiders and Oneratives 


Timelords penemen please Lis the Raiders’ mission to storm the base 


ind Cestroy a computer wri 


proper game on a BBL: “it 
Hed oft, a 
interested in a Dit more razzmatazz and 


tne Uperatives 
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vying for power. You could change the out 


come Of 6Vents. and so change time itsell! Nido oto 


Amstrad version 
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INTERVIEW 





He cites memory limitations AS an exam 

i@, Dut aruges that the major ailference 

between the Amstrad and Spectrum is the 
raphics. Desp is lack colour, he pro 
luced some quite detaved graphics in the 


machine 5 [Our colour mode. He was also able 
Lo add many features that were not present in 


OLNer Versions 





including a SCAMNer and a new 


Paying afed 





TEEPE ‘del ay Lf = 


: i Th 4 uri i Bor Ss Rone i | uf ih } 
Oe ened ol Lia ff Loch pat Cob Le ce pe LA Ol near t 


searching over whether his future lay in pro 
qiamming. He made a choice, and Aebeistal 
Fireburd, damn their eyes, 


4 # | oe A ¥ | foe Le oe wh 
need [OF an AMStTad Version 


if Was the result 


iy. a a = ia 
dicin t feel thi 


To poles go it alone 


SSo0C1Si Ll We WOKING (Of OLner DeODIes 

itware companies, Julian, NICK. and Pete 
Gollop set up Target Games in March 1986 
fith the aim of “producing Moan quality strat 
CY ames cesigned to 00 beyond ine midis 
mark... to produce something orginal] and 
keep that standard up". Laser Squad, the 
first release, 1s billed as a “tactical wariare 
Simulation’ involving a band of fighters in 
three initial missions — with more to follow 
[t's a considerable advance on Rebelstar. is 
Ist as mu un and Sel lo become al 
Sta iss see [rents review on p. 50) 

The Amstrad version is truly something 


rhein "5 rt . 1th ro | Ay - rey Pi? Aes ee ae 
ie & ical aie eae | ML Lich Boe Le td AL Ve er! a Lie 
i i 


those in Rebelstar, improved Artificial 
Intelligence, and - inevitably for a quality 


more and better sound 

with a varnety of 
elects 

His only problems were, 

of course, cramming everything in 

and making the graphics 


smooth and fast enough 


Special 


i a az rt f 
im very proud of wi 


Ll = i ital 
ye ach ved in Ine 
Amstrad version he 

says. “| honestly sso 

I've got as much out of it 

. as anyone can 

; 


He could be night. @ 
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Oh 'tis indeed passing aed to 





be back, my fellow adventurers! 
By overwhelming public 
demand (thanks all), a ain ase ae 
rejuvenated and changed Pilgrim playing market. You're a mur- 
returneth with a veritable host of ajesatingees pa rar 
new ideas. _ down within three nights the 
But don't let this column die: "gang responsible for your death. 
get writing’ ——— 


zles - you have psychic powers 
from the ghostly world but you 
also still have your detective 
powers. Some of the puzzles 
require that you use your dual 
skills to the limit. 

Level 9 boss Pete Austin 


bk Ive been suprised and delighted a 
der r; Pare ee ee 





sion) are “the best yet” (we shall 
see) confides that Scapeghost 
won't have the same humour as 
Gnome Ranger and Ingrid's Back 
(the Pilg isn't too sure that he 

| finds Level 9's style of humour 





Infocom 


claims that the graphics (disk ver- 





titles up for sale 


" | Sempeahoatt is coming! 


funny), though one of the main 
non-player characters (the charac- 
ters controlled by the computer) 
does wander around making 
awtul puns! The game uses the 
same system as Ingnd's Back in 
that it has three parts, a powerful 
parser supporting OOPS,GO TO Hay 
etc and graphics on disc versions. gee’ 
Austin reveals that “the graphics #3 
are hand drawn by the same ' 
artist who drew Ingrid’s Back. 
The graphics are of the highest 
quality, but very moody and real- 
istic” which certainly makes a 
change from the cute gnomic 
graphics in Ingrid’s Back. 

Scapeghost is due imminently 
at £14.95 (tape) and £19.95 (disk). fieR NS. 
Look out for the definitive review, 5 ‘ie 
written in the Pilg’s own fair 
hand, in next month's splendid 





[t's a murder mystery set at a fancy dress party 


Castle Computers, now the only suppliers of 
Infocom games on the Amstrad, are selling 
their few remaining stocks al rock bottom 
pnces - £6 apiece when normally Infocoms are 
over £20 each 

Stocks are low, so hurry! Games still avail- 
able include: 
®@ Stationfall /AA27), one of the Pilg’s faves, 
follows on from where Planetfall left off: funny 
and atmospheric (Stationfall, 
not the Pilg. Oh I don't 


® Cut Throats is set on the open seas, diving 
for treasure in ship wrecks. An oceangoing 
atmosphere prevails. 
Atmosphere 87% 
Challenge 90% 


Interaction 89% 
Overall 88% 


@ Hollywood Hijinx (AA20) requires you to 
locate ten treasures in one might alt your 
deceased Aunt’s mansion to inherit her mil 
lions - superb game, with a brilliant maze and 
excellent and onginal problems 


know though). It has one Atmosphere 89% Interaction 90% 
of the cutest of all non- Challenge 92% Overall 90% 


player characters, a 
hopeless robot called - 
Floyd who follows ; 
you everywhere. 
He'sjomned by oo", wy 
Plato, a suitably | —P\e. Beg 










®@ Ballyhoo (AA9) is 5et in the cir- 
cus, with some difficult puz- 
=  izles. It's not the best of 
Fe ie =4 Infocom games, but at this 
a ita it's a steal. 







philosophical robot. 7 Atmosphere 89% 
Discover the NS Interaction 90% 
secrets of the Challenge 90% 
deserted Space Overall 89% 
Station! 

: © Suspect is the 
Atmosphere 90% a ee <== Pilg’s all-time joint 
Interaction 89% s)/ = Ke =S> favourite adventure 
Challenge 89% =a = (along with 
Overall 90% , Lurking Horror) 





7o . MSTRAD ACTION | 





where you are suspected as the murderer of 
the hostess. Tons of interaction with other 
characters, with nearly everybody acting as 
suspicious as each other! 

Atmosphere 90%  $ Interaction 95% 
Challenge 93% Overall 94% 


@ Sorceror: one of the best of the ‘Enchanter’ 
series, with weird spells to cast, and an errant 
magician, Belboz, to track down. Expenence 
exquisite psychic tortures, explore deserted 
realms, and generally have yourself a great 


time! 
Atmosphere 88% Interaction 90% 
Challenge 93% Overall 90% 


The last two are fiercely difficult and will occu- 
py you for centunes 

A word of warning though: all these games 
are disk only and, although Infocom games 
have very large vocabularies and are great fun 
to play, they have no graphics and are slow, 
since the fact that the disk is accessed after 
every command 

The Pilg suggests you ring Castle today 
(0782 575043) to make the most of this excep- 
tional offer: stocks are low, and you'd do well 


to check before you send your cheque! } 








oe Print. Siyish WYShvyG 


-—  — = \ ff 7 
a AE re 
Hoey oa F de ! Ek + 
rs. =) _ 
=e ed oe ber Tf © he 
Towne is 5 


only lo Rocksott. 62 “The Rise Mount 
Merrion, Dublin, Ireland Tel 855912 


Why boy £10 = when Foo can Duy 


Tt ee = 2 -— ) =e mt | 
excegent DOG a = é aia Ly Pr te 
La i Seas 


rece less. £2 ror £40 Phone Paul 
Turner | 09921 BEUESE 


Amstrad CPC464 c if moniter, 25 games, 

ick £175. Cal 
Mihton Beene pony waits (at ‘ealiniai 
only please). 


CPC61Z8 colour morutor, Stunwa Dot matrix 
Prater, Bit PTLLGF Port, jOYSLICKS, MUM 
eis books. Magazines, games Programming 
manguages etc. Bargain at £500. Telephone 
Martin on (0274) SO2S87 (Bradford) evenings 
and weekends 


CPCS Colour mono ck drive over b 
games 30 cise games, over 40+ mags (ACE 
Fur | ogy sarmes. tape recorder (to play tape 
im Carne . Sell for (250 _ 


a ia 
Fe vas {* ft if} Potter ¥ nal (th ea Pala Ve 


01-878: 4431 ner fot dentioas aria) Spm. 
CPCA64 coour monitor Two poysticks, manu 


oe ia Muni “7 tl t bv 


tame i Pecos 08 70) 519624 ane 


Pixelmania [] 3 ro bellu! graptecs 
yams. Monster expeccing fun’ Just send 
tae and bind dc wD Aoope. : 

ce PL 
fe 


Pounts Park Road Pe 


4OR. Dnt delay! Supot Spe bigs 


Amstrad 640 computer Mono monitor MP! 





tion joystick 454 games inchucing 

A Ranger, Barbarian f]. Geese conc 
tron 4 oworth Edit) Sell for €250 eno 
Kingswintord 295279 


mea on new £30 Amstrad MP-2 
tu) foe 4 oh of 664 £20 Phone 01-36T- 
2109 Ask for Colin 


CPCHIZE. 
6, Macarnes, Excbient condita (74400 
Tel O1-852-0247 

Master Tipster Horse hace Precixaor fos 
Aimee CA toe only fall in ie 
isk only Write fo delim “s ‘hoot 133 
Meadow Lane. Drnaton, Gateshead Tyne + 
Wear NE11 SPP 


S.PR.0.6 can you battle your w 

hostile Labyninih. capture the som-headed 
Plaga Spittug. grotesque Squergly, and 
return? (Tape game £7.99) trom PREF 
Soltware, 26 Olton Road, Mickleover, Derby 
DES SPL. 


ay Uinougn 4 


madbimarls colour morutor, RAM msec cect 
Kk and games. £150. Telephone Marlon 


06284 Toeo8 


CPC$64 fully upgraded to 6128. mono mor 
tor, 20 discs (some PO) plus RS232 
Am='Pace) Poem 2000 modem F200 
Computer £200 RSza2/iodem £60 (0252) 
238 re 


CPC61Ze colour monitor, second drive 
DMP2O00. discs. datacorder, Maxam fom 
ightpen, over C00 soltware | Quins and ut 
fom Pea Tatni2ine4 Tlinnware iit 


ri Telephone Seaen Sutin on eianh 
(0283) THO weekends 


All computer bits and pieces. memory 
expansion units. Fully assembled plus many 
1 equipment very cheap. For 


1/ 1 ;. 
nOeT PASS « 














Clacton-on-Sea, Essex 0015 ILW 


Footbal! program with all results for division 
[4 S6a50n 88-89 intluding team cours 
Leaque Tables etc. Full menu driven '250K) 
only £1.92 Tahir Ghani, East Tarbert, [sle of 
Haris . PAES 308 


CPC 6128 mono monitor 2nd disk dnw 


DMPIO00 pruiter, cassette recorder, custo 


- es ii) iim, i = — 
OTs. jovetete. Alin Ole : word 
The i iif <5 Ec 
Brunweod, Matrix Firrirware ift 


Ware, books. magazines £315 Phone 0ge287 


CPCS1lZe ocolow monitor DMPZOO0 ornter 


tape recorder 2 joysticks. 46 new, boxed 
a ames (tape and disk), extensor 
eau i Ao A ge 0 LU La a A 


ni 0204 691455 


CPCG1Z6 green screen monitor, nearly mew 
ESS comtect Charies after bom. 21 Carr Hil 
Grove, Cahrerlay, Leeds L528 S08 Tel Lewalse 
Li ae te tel 


CPC464 colour mono: good condita. load 


-, eee: fee fark bf Be Pe el _ 
So Oe (uo) Loe EDD YC aLOes 
—— ot =a = = = bh» Boek rad 
pe h pie ain rae: Fin] ' 144 7 | ATS i] 


Amstrad nadie po ey eh ite Me et lta] 
Stic ck. cass ef Game, sencs soltwiin 


a | > Bob 702 556180 


Rombo Rom - Box with dreahle cvotch 
taining Protest, Utopen, and Maxan 

i es 00 OMP 2160 ounter with 

ce) Steve 32 Lycett Road. Wallasey 
Marsayside. hlessaqes taken (51 630 5245. 


CPCéS4 colour momar, DE-Trome speech 


synthesciqn og Trance TY Tine: |pecenres 
TV Prog ms], jovsuCcK, 2o Lape, lover ot 
etre | Aoar books Best offer ovet 


£300. Se ht por psuble Lease Flint 0509 674562 


= Se | id ont 
momitos DMP 2O00 


CPC 6128 with colour 


printer £250 of software imelucing Ebte 
Matehday 2. ATF Magazines. books and 


ig” | re 7 ' | a he ' 
Blank cists Worth £340. Sell for L220 one 


Phore 0823 242196 





Wanted Multitace Two for Areeuse . Liab 
olienng op to £15. Telephon im 0625 
Bl2229 of write Kim Manili, 2 pose 
Way, Macclesfield Cheshire SKi1 7YF 


Any one rari to share Multiface pokes 


fHewils semi SAE to 40D Freeland Road, hat Rave 1 Deen PUD, Any game 
Livi 0 0 UI) Se If to Sed & DTInTeT, BUNCH 6 Use the ap 
TOL BP ELE! 3 7 WT aoverTiise af CE Swore Voll we THLE s wilh rere 
ne This FOU GANT adverts he fal Swap of ail t 
rds for past £5 SHwire. Such 405 cin be Misused Dy parate ned 2 








ny age very weioome Please ser 
Carl Surry, 37 Fairfield Way. canis ‘Hee 
ENS 260 


CPC 464 users! Informatien pequired. Wou 
you like the same opportunist as 664/651 
UST fi to win a a bonng | ine. money. Wo uns 

val ANCE-fer! Get into a TRANG 


. aoa 06527 584 (Monty) 


Colour monitor for CPC 464. Any reasonar 
pnoe pid. Also green screen and/or modul 
tor «61ot 6 6BkeSwap6|O Leomtact «=k Ct 
Colchester 0206 43018 





Confused by the CUBE? Bored by b 
Charts? Aueted by your computer’ Lo 
. gehen Inetant rebef, g 


, =a 


itd & | TRAN Osone (nendly Cash prez 
Telephon 2 065: 77- 584 (Monty! 


CPM services. Public Domain software f 
ik imeachines Format translation servic 
Recovery of clita [rom corrupe discs. SAE | 
detagks Mick Reed (AA) 11. Older Wa 
Angmering. Sussex BN16 4H0 


Phoenix Tape to disc 464/6129 5p p 


came. digecierd tai So PU tapes 
7 RCS oes Tapes 


PHOENIX 10 Walter St. Draycott, Derby 4 
INU. Tel 03317 4490 





Revolutionary new Gane nue) for a 
Net Pease. Fens TRANCE Eniless how 


Mmusement and tine opportunity tec 
LAGe CASH PRIZE! Get into a TOANC 
POLS A Pe Leet [Alo a | PLAN CE 

| 


nes Telephone 05 27 S24 Mom 


‘Hello Fred, nae you one Comatose yet’ 
omgnt. | see John ws wal 
g about hke a zombie He would fee) betts 
he Got into 4 TRANCE, 065 27 SB. 


Ho Dave. maybe 


ha 
if 


Make money with your computer, entai 
Work Aomgetaget little outlay Results by 
depending on effort made Send for deta 
no Gooney Ford West, 36 Lower Quay Wows 
Hook. Haverfordwest. Pembs SA62 4LA 


tthe A in the Hex AVA sue (pub 
wv 





Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of Amstrad Action 


Classification. Tick 


all For sale 


J Wanted 


= Services 


| enclose payment of £5.00 by Cheque/ P.O./ Access/ Visa 


wi User Grow ps 


a! Other 


Write your advertisement here, one word per box. Include your name and phone number if you want them 








PILGRIM 





Brought to you by Joan Pancott 
(HPilg), Jerome Young, Wendy 
Watters, Stuart Whyte (AA's 
Adventurer of the Year), Howard 
Swaines and of course ye Pilgrim 
himself. 


Heroes of Karn 

To kill the lizard, light the gas (need tinder 
Dox), get frog, kiss frog. Kill the barrowight 
with the bible (to get money). To cross the 
chasm, “Istar Wave Wand", play flute. “Istar 
Wave Wand". Water ashes to xill phoenix 


Venom 

After leaving the cove, venture to the inn and 
talk to the customer Before leaving the tap 
room open the barrel, put bernes in it, and hill 
the wineskin. Don't drink It yoursell unless you 
feel like a sheep. Wear mask 


Big Sleaze 

To Biow the safe stuff the dynamite imto the 
lock, ight it and retreat. In the hotel push the 
Obelisk to find the way mto the am vent 


Return to Eden 

Don't kill the figure that you meet in the shad- 
ow lands — fight until you are told that he ts 
badly wounded then "“gethood" 

Give the old man in the engraving room 
some bread and he will open a secret passage 
Wait by the chest until someone comes and 
offers to pull it up for yop. Tie rope to chest 
Wait until he comes back for you, 
Wl pull you up and give you a staf 


grab rope, he 


Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy 

To open the screening door you must first have 
moved your common sense particle in your 
brain. Then go to the door, drop tea, get tea (no 
lea dropped), get no tea, The door is so 
Impressed it opens for you! 


The Pawn 

To get past the boulder, tie the shirt to the rake 
and hoe then lever the boulder 

Ask Kronos about the wristband and he will 
give you a chest to give to the adventurer 
Examine the horse for a laugh 

Mix the red with the blue and the green to 
make white. You will find them in a pouch in 
the forest clearing after giving the guru the 
bow! ol snow 
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Leather Goddesses of 


Phobos 


To avoid the ion beam shooting machine, 


don't travel down the river. 


To avoid the alligator in the maze - NW, N, 
NE, E, clap, NE, NE, SE, hop, clap, say 
kweepa, go down, NW, NE, clap again, N, 5, 
hop, say kweepa, clap, NE, up, NW into store- 
room. Get the directory, clap, NW, hop, 5, say 
kKweepa, clap, SE, SE, down, E, clap, hop, N. 
W, say kweepa, clap, E,W. 5, hop, clap, SW 
into burial chamber. Get the raft, N, say 
Eweepa, clap, NE, hop, E. clap, NW, NE, SE, 
say kweepa, clap, hop, up, NW, to the well 


bottom. Go circle 





@ Mag Scrolls’ ¢ orruption and Guild of Thieves: hints 
and tips, anyone? Write to: The Pilgrim, Amsirad 


Action, 4 Queen St, Bath BAT 1EJ 





systems 


: and q orb my 


Programming for the future? 
Remember “Programming with the Pilgrim”? It was abandoned partly because of lack of 
space, and partly because certain people didn't like writing adventures in BASIC. Let the 
Pilg know if you would like the feature to return, and in what form - written in BASIC, 

PAW, Quill or GAC. Write to Pilg programming, The Pilgrim, Amstrad Action, 4 Queen 5t, 


Bath BAI 1EJ. 


onorar 


“Well done everyone, thanks 


to your many letters The 
Pilgrim is back, and what 
better way could there be t 
celebrate AA's Fourth 
Birthday!” writes voan: 
Pancott, famous Witch 
Wessex 


Joan reminds fellow trav- 
ellers thal people must send 


a sell stamped addressed 


eT} velope (OT an international 
reply coupon) when seeking 


y Pilgrim 


help from a Lord or Lady of 
Adventure — who, after all, 
are working on your behalf 
for free. She also suggests 
that, when you phone her or 
other Lords and Ladies, you 
pecily what games you are 
calling about at the start to 
save time and m ney 
The Fiignim hereby intro- 
duces anew honour to 
reward Amstrad adventurers 
whoo | Dave &xCel ed Matcyon 





Tk GUILD“ THIEVES 


Coming soon to The Pilgrim 


The definitive review of Scapeghost 
Childs play: adventures for youngsters 
Homebrew adventures: are they everup 
to “professional” standards? 

) Exclusive interviews with famous 
adventure personalities and companies 
A round up of adventure writing 


ranch Uae carer 
ive YOU Copy 





the First 


selves in thelr elforts. Joan 
Pancott is hereby dubbed the 
first “Honorary Pilgrim,” and 
as such can place the letters 
HPilg after her name 
Congratulations Joan - you 
deserve it! Suggestions for 
Honorary Pugmms are 
welcome: who ments such a 
prestigious title’ Write to, 
HPilg Nominations, The 
Pignm, Amstrad Action, 4 
Queen St, Bath BA] 1EJ 








Larne 


PILGRIM 











Pilgrim Post 
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= 


Strange and mvystilying letter from Infocom having dropped the CPC Bards Tale. Hitchikers 


Bob Adams: “Oh dear, 50 now | Magnetic Scrolls with no distribu Guide to the Galaxy 
im forced to sued come out of tors and Level 9 changing to 16 and other tithes? 
the closet!” he writes, worryingly hit machines, there doesn't seem The Pilg has 
Aller years olf S@CTél adven Ca ArT cl @ct ry 
ij Le & J Laas ette rec mt 
i] Wy aol ii i it ive SAIC, Ota. i Weraict j | 
T f if J no | TEL] ij Lal chalk 
Pa Hig | iH! PMc) Naive Tora FZ Fie |, rg | 
ine CPC bt It Cavel 9 and azines soon 


® “Home brew" games Magnetic Scrolls will still defi 
® Cheat Modes for nitely continue support. Level 9's 
adventures new arcade adventure system 15 
Cluepot contributions (but only available on the Amiga and 
not complete solutions!) | oT, but they will still produce 4 bit 

Ideas adventures, such as Scapeghost 
| Feedback, letters of isee the news story). Many other 
encouragement and companie: authors 
advice, and big cheques 








a —s 7 

| r i i i 

te IE pt: be F = 4 | 

‘orrainiv have ne wnch tA antaar os ee ear wall | eau es | — 
Let b dad ltd Be ee nad Leet WL athe tp) bap Ee a | ae Fel a f Ld otal gat al a ld 


nize YOu MMmner and taste youl Mall OTGEr firms thal StOCK adven | 
staff, but after all, Skrimball?’ . | Wi : 

put mi ele) pp legal, le THE PILGRIM 
Ladies column?" The Pilg is not 


| go pleased about the Skrimball The Pilgrim welcomes correspondence from all readers on matters | | : ; it, gL Fa ‘4 | f 
bit, either. Watch out for the large of adventure. Write to him c/o Amstrad Action, 4 Queen St, Bath |: : a f 

| hungry Balrog with razor sharp BA1 1EJ, marking your letter clearly for the attention of The 

th coming your way soon Bob! Pilgrim. 

I also received a pessimistic I'm afraid that it's usually impossible for me to write personal 

letter { tuart Whyte, AA replies to letters, but rest assured that I will do my best to 

| Adventurer of the Year, complain answer, either in this column or by post. 





dod, 400 





he Lords and Ladies of Adventure 


ies Charice Mihcaing Pearse’ CRN ae When writing to a Lord or Lady of Adventure | gyonoy Goms of Stradus Gnome Rancer. 


Naru, Venom, NYSLeTy 1! ! aw ca PPLE 
Gnome Ranger enclose a SAE and please keep those phonecalls Gremlins. Haunted House, Heroes of Karn 

Wendy Watters, 82 Booth Road, Stacksteads, to sociably acceptable hours’ Hitch Hikers Guide, Hobbit, Hunchback adv 
Bacup, Lancashire, OL13 OSF = (0706) 877518 | The all new Lords and Ladies is to be run like | [magination, Inca Curse, Jewels of Babylon 


AA's Helpline, eo that the names change each Kentilla, Knight Tyme, Kobyashi Naru. Leather 





AF esse fram Anelrarecas Hoercos af = ee - +— ' 5 mks | Haat neo yf ] Tala’ we Ty rec | Ty Ue ps uta rit 
} SUL PELE Fe iad, CLEL S Ul Rell tl month but reappear eventually. This way ped- ale lé f hy bd ree i b Litd LUTRING 
Forest at the Worlas End, DAA n Everything 3 sort hy ~ e Horror, Message Irom Andromeda 
Acaicnialons tepaele ple such as Stuart Whyte, Darren Stephens and |  <“''' - ndromed ae 
Trial of AQ 1 wewes of BHabvion, Mordons joar oe tp = the Pik rim co MiInasnagow, Mordons Wuest, [ne Mura 

' Ly, . Pancot don't Use "| up all aus col ai cir r : r Lae Never li eh nd wy, Ty Nyt hy he 


=o umn with their long lists ofcompleted games! ff 
Bob “I love Probe” Adams the game you want ate t mentioned, wine and Red Moon, Return to Eden, Return to Oz 
81 Uplands, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. AL8 | Your Old Pal the Pilgrim will his level best find | pigels Revenge, Robin of Sherwood, Robin of 
7£8 | someone who can help you. | Sherlock, Seabase Delta, Snowball,éSorceror 





a Lr {" 1 " 
oy j | DAT Ri ith? § ~ Fk of a | 
4 ro 4 4 LA i wm, 1 ~ Il a 
Adventure Quest, Aftershock, Apa ! star Wreck, Stol D, a nk, Theseu 
a | 1 =a F | a r a rh PET 7 oF te - CFs : hes ee Cra toc Ll r 
dq Blackwood [nlogy, Beer hunter Tacula, Dungeon Adventure, Dungeons omb of Kusiak, Very Big Cave adventure 
oF ' Li ree fF LJ F Li TT L! 7 — m Pe " . ml el | = J ee al | 1 ta wore eT ia | ee 1 we Fe - 4 
nod DOTTED OF Lhe RINGS, brawn Fred Amethysts Alchemists n Evervthing. Emerald Warlord Woodbury End & 40rk | 
I | = aA me | a 5 re r4 1 : : 
Dil Y : ee Advent jreé heli Lie L. Last aie Poe bkol inte. iat is LL iTotmy Re SCL Lid Darren stephens 


Adventure, Cutthroats, Dodgy Geezers Espionage Island, Fantasia Diamond, Forest at = (0795) 473490 
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Here's an excellent utility for all the people who've ever wanted 
to edit the screens from games. Supposing that you have a 
Multiface IT and Advanced Art Studio, this listing will convert 
the screens saved by the Multiface into .S5cR files for your art 
package to play with. 

It can be used with other art programs too, because it tells 
you all the ink and border colours, as well as the correct screen 
mode, The only thing it can't do is cope with screens that are 
different to the conventional size. Rob Munlin from Portsmouth 
is the person to thank. 


[DpAp)] 6 REM Mult-art 

[IsAq]) 7 REM By Rob Munlin 

[ErBk] §& REM Amstrad Action October 1989 

[CpAo)] 10 MEMORY &3FFF 

[Gqgav) 20 DEFINT b-z:DIM i(15),he(31) 

[DrAx] 30 FOR x=0 TO 31:READ hc (x) : NEXT 

[CvDn] 40 DATA 13,0,19,25,1,7,10,16,0,0,24,26,6,8,15,17, 
0,0,18,20,0,2,9,11,4,22,21,23,3,5,12,14: 

[PwEn] 50 erS=CHRS (13) +CHR$ (10) :pré=cr5+"then press 
a key" 

[RmCk] 60 MODE 2:PRINT’Put disc containing MULTIFACE 
screen in drive A“pr5 

[GsAm] 70 GOSUB 3000 

[OJAL] 80 CLS:CAT 

[OtBp)] 90 INPUT"Enter filename of MULTIFACE screen -> ", 
scrls 

[BpBp] 100 IF serl$="" OR LEN (scr1$)>11 THEN 90 

[CnBn] 110 PRINT: PRINT"Loading “UPPERS (scrl$)"....° 

[PiAo] 120 LOAD secrls 

[FqBr] 130 “Get screen colours and mode number from 
MULTIFACE screen 

[PmBt] 140 berdeol=PEEK (£8067) :modenum=PEEK (68088) AND 
6X11 

[FwBl] 150 FOR x=0 TO 15:1 (x)=PEER(&8068+x) : NEAT 

[HsCj] 160 PRINT cr$"Do you wish to Save the screen“cr9 
TAB(13) "or View data (s/v)?"; 

[PoB1] 170 WHILE NOT(aS="s" OR a$="v") :GOSUB 3000:WED 

[CtBo] 180 IF aS="s" THEN GOSUB 1000 ELSE GOSUB 2000 

[1483] 190 PRINT crS"Ancther Screen (y/n)?”"; 

[KtBl) 200 WHILE NOT(aS="y" OR a$="n"):GOSUB 3000: WEND 

[Jqat]) 210 IF a$S="y" THEN 60 

[CnAl) 220 END 


Module Designer 


Oops! Sorry about last month's Module Designer . Unfortunately three 
lines were cut off by one of the pictures. Here they are: 


(MxAx}) 1140 c=ememfin- (tempx*tempy) -2 
{AjAu} 1150 modnum(w)=2: PORE z,w 
(NjAq) 1160 POKE z+1,tempx © 





74 AMSTRAD ACTION 


[RtAq] 
[TKAx] 
[KxBv] 


[AnBk ] 
[ HwAic | 
[DkAp ] 
[OJAp] 
[BnBp ) 
[Mas Ac | 
[ExAm 
[ApAV ] 
[BsBr] 
[ Gv ) 
[NqBx) 


[MkAn 
[CtAm) 
(WkAr) 
[ JrBq] 
[PuCn] 


LOOO ‘Set up .PAL file 
1010 PRINT cr$cr$"Thinking.... 
1020 POKE 48809, modenum:POKE G880A, GFF: PORE &8808 


,&19 


1030 FOR addr=688D8 TO sBSFE: PORE addr, 0:NEXT 

1040 addr=s880C 

1050 “Poke ink colours 

1060 FOR x=0 TO 15 

ExAm)] 1070 FOR a=addr TO addr+11:PORKE a, 1(x)+64:NEXT 
1080 addr=addr+12 

1090 NEXT x 

1100 ‘Poke Border colours 

1110 FOR a=addr TO addr+11:PORE a, bordcol+64:NEXT 
1120 ‘Save .SCR and .PAL files 

1130 CLS:PRINT'’Put disc to save screen to in drive 


A"prs 


1140 GOSUB 3000 

1150 CLS:CAT 

1160 d=INSTR (scri$,".") 

1170 IF d THEN scrl$=<UPPERS (LEFTS (scril$.d-1)) 
1180 PRINT’Enter filename to save to"crSTAB(8)” 


[Mua] 
[ TxA] 
[FwBL] 


1190 INPUT” -> “,ser25 
1200 IF LEN (ser2$)>8 THEN 1160 
1710 IF ser25="" THEN scr2$=scris 


TYPE WRITER 


Those four characters in square brackets at the 
beginning of each line are not meant to be typed in. 


They're part of our typing checker, which originally 
appeared in AA45. We're reprinting it this month, 
due to popular demand, on p. 78. 


[KtBp] 
(LrBi) 
[PnBq] 
[P1B1} 
[HLAG] 
[JpAt | 
[GmBn ] 
(Fv | 
[FuAx ] 
[DvBk | 
[ Denim | 
[G1Bq) 
[J3An) 
[AvB 4] 
[CLAt | 
[GLBo] 
[EwAo | 





1220 PRINT cr$"Saving “UPPERS (scrz3)” .5CR 

1230 SAVE scr2$+" .SCR",b, £4000. £4000 

1240 PRINT cr$“Saving “UPPERS (scrz$)” .PAL. 

1250 SAVE scr25+" .PAL",b, G8809, GEF 

1260 RETURN 

2000 ‘Display screen data 

2010 CLS:PRINT’Screen or Printer (s/p)?"; 

2020 WHILE NOT(aS5="s" OR a5="p") :GOSUB 3000 :WED 
2030 IF aS="s" THEN st=0 ELSE st=8 

2040 PRINT#st,cr$"Screen mode ="modenum 

2050 PRINT#st, “Border colour ="he (bordcol) 

2060 FOR x=? TO 15:PRINT#st, “Ink’x"="he(i(x)) : NEXT 
2070 RETURN 

3000 ‘Clear input and get keypress 

3010 WHILE INKEYS<>”" : WEND 

3020 aS="":WHILE a$="" :aS=LOWERS (INKEY$) :WEND 
3030 RETURN © 


PAN DORA TAPE £24.95 DISC £29.95 


The program that takes 
the lid off your micro! 
* Write arcade games - in Basic! 
* Multi-featured sprite designer 
* Animated sprites 
* Compatible with all WPs 

| % Free games and examples 


| 061 477 8405 * Comprehensive manual a : | 
KEYWORD DISC £29.95 _QMEGA ana DISC £14.95 


The dynamic wordfinder for re It's like having two CPCs 
home and business use my for the price of one! : 
™ Se i aa | Ba, When you switch your CPC on load in Omega first 
* Nearly 1.000 main | | and you'll find you have two program environments. 
* Esive cued vane eaareh Pipe | How does it do it? Simple. Omega takes over both 64K 
* Can select over 70 | WAS, banks of ram and swaps between them. 

words at a time fs | So, for example, you can load your wordprocessor into one 


* Si ration 3 

: Fiewible roam’ tacility _ bank and a game into the other. 

* Can be used as a a “Wine Then at the press of a key you can swap between the two. 
Thesaurus | 

* Compatible with rroion rom | | This program has to be seen to be believed. 


SPEECH! tre csssoisce74s SWIFT SELECTION 


Your CPC can now talk back for. as 
little as £4.95! 


Speech! is an incredible piece of c 00 ng. Needing no extra hardware 
ana t hing up just 8K of memory, it converts your CPC's sound chip inte 
a full-blown speech synthesiser 


Qince installed you can call it from your programs with a single HSM 
plus YOU can fully configure it to speak in any accent or pitch, through 
any of the three sound channels 


Due to a bulk purchase we can offer this unique program to you for less 
than halt once, But place your order soon as they're sure to be in hiah 

¥ ; 
oOemand 


Tape Disc 
RAP £9.95 £14.95 
Our Price P4.95 £7.45 


Please tick the program(s) you require ORDER FORM 


| enclose a cheque/Euro cheque/PO made payable to: 


Tape DISC SWIFT SOFTWARE 


Pandora ° 24.95 () 29.95 ( ) 
Keyword — £29.95() Name 
Omega (6128) — £14.95() Address 
Keypad — £9.95 () 
Swift Selection —- F9.95 () 

() 


Speech! £4.95 ( ) £7.45 () Postcode 


SWIFT SOFTWARE AA10, 347 LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE, STOCKPORT, SK7 GAA. 061-477 8405 





TYPE-INS 


h- 








Here's an excellent little public domain game from the 
hand of Cambridge resident Rowland Jack. You start by 
selecting a direction with the joystick, and then press- 
ing fire. Now you have to waggle like fury for five sec- 
onds, to work up the speed of the ball. Put it at the 
proper angle and the pins will tumble - stand clear and 
let's go! 


‘Public Domain 

‘10 Pin Bowling 

‘By Rowland Jack 

‘Amstrad Action October 1989 

10 MODE 1 

20 INF 1,25: INK 2,6: INK 0,0:BORDER 6:PAPER 0:PEN 1 
30 LOCATE 31,18:PRINT"10 Pin” 

40 LOCATE 30, 19:PRINT’——" 

50 LOCATE 31, 20:PRINT" Bowling” 

60 LOCATE 30,21:PRINT"- al 

70 LOCATE 30,22:PRINT’By R. Jack” 

B80 LOCATE 29,23:PRINT” 
90 WINDOW #1,3,7,3,3 
100 PAPER #1,3 

110 CLS #1 

120 WINDOW #2,34,38,3,3 

130 PAPER #2, 3 

140 CLS #2 

150 WINDOW #3,30,39,12,12 

160 PAPER #3, 3 

170 CLS#3 

180 WINDOW #4,2,11,15,16 

190 PAPER #4, 3 

200 CLS #4 

210 GRAPHICS PEN 1 

220 MOVE 232,1:DRAW 232,400 

230 MOVE 390,1:DRAW 390, 400 

240 GOTO 700 

250 CLS #4:PRINT#4, “Press a” :PRINT#4, “key” 
260 CALL &BB18 

270 CLS #4 

280 CLEAR INPUT:'464 Users omit! 

290 FOR t=-16 TO 16 

JQ) FRAME:CLS #1:PRINT#1,t 

310 IF INKEY(76)=0 THEN 350 


[DgAr] 5 
[L1Aq] 6 
[Prap] 7 
[KoBij 8 
[EwAL ] 
[LmBo} 
[ IpAu] 
[ JwAw] 
[GIAV] 
[ JA ] 
[NvBi] 
[FqB: ] 
[IqAr] 
[LvAn] 
[LiAm] 
[NmAt ] 
[DpAo) 
[GsAm) 
[JsAs | 
[LjAn]) 
| LqAm } 
[EnAu ) 
[CtAc] 
[Ot Am | 
[(CtAr] 
[AgAY) 
[OtAu) 
(BlAm) 
(KrBl] 
[CmAq] 
(JiAm] 
[GtAx] 
[HwAp ] 
(PkAu] 
| Oscar | 








STOCKMASTER 


THE Stock Control System for the Amstrad range of computers. 


stockmaster is a highly advanced siock control system written specifically for 
| the Amstrad CPC & PCW series computers. It is fully menu driven and is 
extremely easy for even the absolute beginner to use. It incorporates highly 
| advanced ordering sub-systems, allowing orders to be printed in a format 
suitable for direct mailing to the supplier indicated. File updating is done by 
a separate batch program, which may be run at a quiet point in the day 


Its file sizes are limited only by disc drive capacity, allowing the system to grow 
dS YOU COMpPAany Grows Options also @xrst{ to print various reports, to calculate 
lotal Slock value etc. etc. STOCAMASTEAR is supplied complete with a detailed 
43 page user manual, and requires CP/M Plus to run. It also needs at least 
one dis¢ drive. Full system specs available on req. Toorder:-Send acheque/PO 
for £29 95 to 















Williams Software Services, 
11 Howard Close, Romiley, Stockport, Cheshire, SK6 3BH. 
Tel: 061-430-5307. Please allow 21 days for delivery. 







[JnAr | 
| CuAK ] 
[GwAL] 
[CxAn ] 
[ Deny } 
[LvAr] 
[ALA] 
[InAt | 
[FRAC ) 
(McA. } 
[PqAk] 
[EtAL] 
[BqB: | 
[PkBq] 
[Picp] 


BOWLI 


320 
330 
440 
350 
360 
370 
380 
390 
400 
410 
420 
430 
440 
450 
460 


=spd+1 


[OvAm] 
[BjAn] 
[OsAm] 
[MmAt | 
[(CiAt | 
[TiBi] 
[xan ] 
[(CuB 3) 
[MoAs | 
[NrAv) 
(AA | 
[DqAv) 
[JraAv] 
[O1A}) 
[BiAt | 
[HiAw | 
[HqAk] 
(AsBi] 
[Kam] 
[FxAt ] 
[FuAt | 
[B5Ak) 
[ JvAm | 
[KqAq]) 
[HtBl | 
[FLAG] 
[BnA | 
[DvAq] 


[LsAv] 7 


470 
480 
490 
500 
5210 
520 
930 
340 

a 
S60 
570 
S80 
590 
600 
610 
620 
639 
640 
650 
660 
670 
680 
690 
700 
710 
720 
730 


6S Atco fond Ae 


Alot he hun 


PO BOX 41 


QUALITY ACCESSORIES | 


P&P UK FREE EUROPE £1 ANYWHERE ELSE. £2 


CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO 








FOR y=1 TO 20:NEXT y 

NEXT 

GOTO 290 

ang=t 

CLS #4: PRINT#4, “Ready, “ 

FOR t=1 TO 600-:NEXT 

CLS #4: PRINT#4, “Steady, ” 

FOR t=] TO 600:NEXT 

CLS #4:PRINT#4, “Go!” 

t=TIME 

chk=0 

spd=0 

IF TIME>t+1500 THEN 480 

IF INFEY(74)=0 AND chk=0 THEN chk=1:GoTo 440 
IF INKEY(/5)=0 AND chk=] THEN chk=0:CLS @2: spd 


‘PRINT#2, spd:GOTO 440 


GOTO 440 

spd=spd\3 

CLS #4 

PRINT#4, “Rownd:”; tu 

PRINT#4, “Throw: “; throw 

CLS #3: PRINT#3, “Score: ; score 
CLS #3:PRINT#3, “Score: ”; score 
FOR t=l7 TO 23 STEP 2 

LOCATE t, 1: PRINT CHRS (143) 
NEXT 

FOR t=18 TO #27 STEP 2 

LOCATE t,3:PRINT CHRS (143) 


FOR t=19 TO 21 STEP 2 
LOCATE t,5:PRINT CHRS (143) 
HEAT 

LOCATE 20,7:PRINT CHRS(143) 
CLS #4 

PRINT#4, “Round: ";tu 
PRINT#4, “Throw: ”; throw 

TAG 


TAGOFF :GOSUB 250 

IF gonum=0 THEN TAGOFF:GOSUB 540 
TAG : gonum=1 

y=16 


) GRAPHICS PEN 1 
) FOR x=234 TO 372 STEP & 


MICROGENTIC 
— i ee ee 


af Tr 1 a aa bt —=  - & 
Py BR Ble eer 2 ee iar = 


FOR ONLY C69 3 


Easy feue switching 0-7 to &-15 

Fast ACM selection 

Conveniont board onable ‘disable 

Cee ay oom pule, hardware fest 
nfomise HOM bow I i CH SS 


Ai Hy rea vt. STV St Cah te 


4 Cae 

ij 

ia i I r : EFey 

Oo Ros fer sier ik Tree: fp 
ioe i 


PeUa ANSI STAT BOA a i- 


MICROGENIC SYSTEMS 
WATH UPON DEARNE, ROTHERHAM, 563 7PS 


4 
1 
| 
| 
| , 
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Fi PRE-SCHOOL, PRIMARY, JUNIOR 


s —\\_ Education 


Designed by 
Expenenced Teachers 


i] =, 
se in scnod and Home 
Wide range 


For AMSTRAD CPC - PCW - PC151: 


ATARI ST - SPECTRUM +3 


of programs 


CASSETTE £3.50 per set 
DISC £12.50 per set 
SAE for list Stating Amstrad 


oo! and child's ogee 


ee re | 
Eo i 


ARC (ACT10), 51 Coniston Crescent, HUMBERSTON, 
SOUTH HUMBERSIDE ON36 4BA. (0472) 812226 


Y Jackson Software 
BFG DATAFILE 
CPC 464 - 664 - 6128 
Fax Available - Ring 0228 42373 ext. 38 
Disc £15.95 Cassette £10.95 
Cheques/PO Payable to: 
Jackson Software (1989) Ltd 
Unit 32, Carlisle Enterprise Centre, 
James Street, Carlisle CA2 5BB 


Access/Visa available shortly 








GoopnpDb@GRiICErs: 
GREETINGS! 


Yes, it's a very strange advertisement - but it's time to have a few words 

with you all. The "new" law has confused many of us, those that “don't 

| know’ AND those that profess to know. 

It comes down to extremes of interpretation, the most extreme being that 

BACK-UPS even though only used by the owner of an original piece of 

software are illegal ' That means that there are several hundred thousand 

CPC users due to get a visit, a writ, or something unpleasant ! 

| Here, at NEMESIS, we have always believed that the owner of an original 

|} item of software has the perfect right to do what the hell he/she likes 

| with it - provided that by doing so the Copyright Owner is not deprived of 

| another source of income. Many fair-minded people agree with this: if you 

| have thirty thousand BACK-UPS of MANIC MINER they'll do nobody any 

harm provided that they remain in your hands. | 

By custom and practice ( a term not to be used lightly ) computer owners 

| have safeguarded their collection by making BACK-UPS of software from 

| their own originals. 

Another “extreme” side of the new law MAY be that in order to make a 

BACK-UP legally you need the expressed permission of the Copyright 

holder or his agent. 

NEMESIS utilities, well known for their power on backing-up the majority 

of software are still available - and remain at the same low prices. 

The “extreme” side of the interpretation of the law means that you need 

the permission of the copyright owner to make a BACK-UP, but you'll 

need the means to do it ! 

On the basis that you may need such permission, we offer the utilities 

shown on the nght 

If you have doubts about your right to make back-ups, then don't do it ! 

Just to set the record straight, ALL NEMESIS SOFTWARE can be backed- 

UP as many times as you wish - but.. Jenn eeeseeeeaeeeeneenenaneaeneees 
FOR TOUR OWN USE ONL Y. 


UPGRADES &SM or BLITZ, €3. 00 [return original di sc] 


BYBOARD INFO CYNOTEL 01 346 2816 [1200 75) 


NEMESIS AA 


NEMESIS - The Original Meddlers 


at ORDERS sent by return: Cheque/P.O/Access 


COMPUTER CROSSWORDS 


EXCLUSIVE FROM AKOM LIMITED 


THE TIMES | 


The Sun 


Prices of software with NEW Team Option are as follows:- 
For Amstrad 5/4", IBM 54", IBM 3'4", Archimedes. Atari ST 
Times dises are £19.95, Sun discs are £18.95 
For Amstrad 3", RM Nimbus 3'4", BBC 3/4”, Electron + 3, 
BBC Master 128 ADFS, BBC DFS 40, DFS 80 
Times discs are £18.95, Sun dises are £17.95 
For Spectrum +3 
Sun discs are £17.95. Note: no Times version 
For all Acorn, Spectrum, Amstrad cassettes (No Team Option) 
Times £9.95 (Vols, 1-3, +Jubilee only), Sun £7.95 (Vols. |-4 only) 
Prices include postage, packing and VAT (£1 surcharge ex UK) 


6.& 


Velie 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 
932-87 


Jubilee Puzzles | 
and 


Volumes |, 2 4 5&6 


Please send me: 

The Times Computer Crosswords Volume(5)...........--.cc0ccscscscsccscecccceeee 
| The Times jubilee Puzzles 1932-1 987............... sutledblbbskeacins et Rieuctaes 

The Sun Computer Crosswords Volume( s) pense SPU rae ee 

my system is: (delete as appropriate) IBM/ Amstrad/ BBC/ Spectrum! 

Atari $T/Nimbus/disc/ cassette /3"/3'4"/5'4" 


Computer model (details) ................ccccescerreeeceen er no rE ome ie 








Name: 

Address: = pect 
Postcode __ Tel_ ———— ae 

| enclose cheque/postal order for £ (payable to): 


AKOM LIMITED 51 MANOR LANE, LONDON SEI3 5QW TEL: 01-852 4575 





BONZO SUPER MEDDLER 


" A ALTERNATIVE to a Multiface I] BLACK BOX ", A.A. JAN'S9. 
" The best TAPE TO DISC transfer utility available ", WACCI 6/88 


BONZO BLITZ = ULTRA-TRICKY TAPES TO DISC. 
" HIGHLY RECOMMENDED "" - wacct 12/87. 


CPC PROCOPY & MINIDOS 
The most recent and best utility for disc-housekeeping. Back-ups, 
file transfers, status changes, and much more | 


a aearTtlUcOCrCUhlCUC OCrCCUlC OCOCCUlC OCrCUlClC OCCUlClC OCrCCUlCr CrCUlC CTUlCrcOEUlCOETlUO CU 


EACH DISC £12.50 inclusive. 
ALL THREE £35.00 inclusive. 





TEL: (0933) 623967 


10, Carlow Road, Ringstead, Kettering, Northants NN14 4DW 
AUSTRALIA: C. BOSWELL, 62 MARMONG STREET, MARMONG POINT 2284, NSW. 





TYPE-INS 


[PoAx] 760 FRAME:MOVE x,y:PRINT CHRS (231) ; 


[GjAw] 770 IF INKEY(76)=0 THEN 810 
[PoAs] 780 FRAME-MOVE x,y:PRINT” “ 
[TuAk] 790 NEXT 
[EnAm] 800 GOTO 750 


[KxAt] 880 FRAME :MOVE x. y: PRINT’ 

[HnBp] 690 spd=spd-0.11-IF spd<0.1 THEN y=16:x=312-:GOTO 
700 

[HkAs}) 900 IF y>384 THEN 700 

[NpAt}] 910 x=x+(ang\3) : y=y+spd 


[PxDx] 810 throw=throw+1:IF throw>3 THEN throw=1-tu=tu+l-: [FuAx) 920 FRAME:MOVE x,y:PRINT CHES (231) ; 
GOSUB 940:CLS #4-PRINT#4, “Round: ":throw: [BqAm) 930 GOTO 830 
PRINT#4, “Round: ";tu: TAGOFF:GOSUB 540 [HiBm] 940 IF tu=11 THEN 950 ELSE RETURN 
[NvBr] 820 CLS #4:PRINT#4, “Round:”;tu:PRINT#4, “Throw: ” [OpAx}] 950 LOCATE 16,10-:PRINT"GAME OVER 
; throw [DxAs] 960 FOR t=1 TO 2000:NEXT 
[JiCj] 830 IF x+ang>372 OR x+ang<234 THEN FRAME:MOVE x,y [NnAk] 970 CLS 
:-PRINT’ “; -GOTO 700 [AoCl] 980 LOCATE 1,1:PRINT’After your 30 throws you 
[GqQBj] 840 IF TEST (x+ang+16,y+spd)=1 THEN 860 have a total score of":score 
(MrBn] 850 IF TEST (x+ang, y+spd)=1 THEN 870 ELSE 880 [LtDu] 990 PRINT Which represents an average of” -score 
[KjDq] 860 TAGOFF: LOCATE (x+ang) \16+2,25-( (y+spd) \16) - /10; :-PRINT’points in every round or”; score/ 30 
PRINT” “:score=score+1:CLS #3:PRINT#3, “Score:” ; :PRINT’points for every throw.” 


-score:-TAG:-GoTO 840 


[DtBo) 1000 PRINT: PRINT"Press any key to play again 


[NkDp] 870 TAGOFF: LOCATE (x+ang) \16+1, 25-((y+spd) \16) - [CkAq] 1010 CALL sBB18 


PRINT” “:score=scoret+1:CLS #3:PRINT#3, 


“Score: "; score: TAG: GOTO 840 


TYPE 


Newcomers to Type-[ns complain that, because 
they don't understand what the lines do, they 


don't know how to debug (correct) their programs. 


What's needed is a means to ensure that absolute- 
ly anybody can put in a listing and be sure it's 
right. Hence AA Type-Righter. 

Start typing in the program now (don't bother 
running it until you've read the page). Once it has 
worked, two interception routines are set up to 
intercept printing to the screen and printer. 

Every time the computer notices a carnage 
return.it adds up all the characters it has printed 
since the CR, and produces a checksum figure. 

50 every time you type in a line fora Type-in 
(don't forget to enter NEW to get rid of Type- 
Writer!) you can compare the checksum figure 
with what's printed in the magazine. If they're the 
same, then all is well. If they're different, then 
what you ve typed is not the same as what's in 
the magazine, and is probably not what the pro- 
gram wants or needs. 


{LeAnn} 10 ‘Type-Writer 
({NkBj} 20 ‘by Pat McDonald 
{BqAw} 30 ‘Amstrad Action June 1989 


[PmAl] 1020 RUN @ 


TER 


However, to help stop you typing them inacc- DON'T PANIC! 
dentally as part of a program, we'll printthem-in When you get a checksum that's different from the 


a column ~- before the program lines.Do remember — one printed in the magazine, here's what you do: 
that when you're typing in the listings, the num- pod? pene 








bers will appear last. Type-Writer is very, very sensitive, and even 
takes note of swapped characters and embedded 
Daft Question spaces in lines... 

When first run, the program asks if the The spacing in Type-Ins has been designed to 
machine you are using is a 464, If it isn't, or you make the listing as easy as possible. The text 
have a 6128 ROM fitted. then do not answer yes! never joins back onto the line number: instead a 
The program will get terribly confused. complete block of text appears after the line num- 

If you get a Data Error message, then careful- ber 
ly check lines 200-310. Not getting such an error When a line is too big bo run continuously 
does not necessarily mean that the data is correct along the page, it breaks at either a space ora 
- if two values were transposed the computer punctuation mark: colon, semicolon, comma, 
would not notice. bracket or full stop. 

When, after typing in the whole listing you All the characters are the same width in the 


finally get checksums appearing altereverything —|istings. You can count up the number of spaces or 
you type. type LIST to compare the values in the whatever used in a string, simply by counting 
printer copy works fine too). want. 


{JmAv} 200 DATA e5,c5, £5, fe, 0d, 20,18, 21 
{MNpBi} 210 DATA 8a,ac,01,00,06,51,59,7e 
{ClAw} 220 DATA fe,00,28,11,47,81,10, fd 
{ErAv} 230 DATA 4f,eb,09,eb, 23,18, £0, f1 


{EiBp} 40 flag=0:PRINT: INPUT "Am I a 464 (Daft {(PrAv}) 240 DATA cl, el, cf, fe, 93, 3e, 20, cd 


question!)"; hs 


{GvAx} 250 DATA 22, 90, 3e, 7b, cd, 22, 90, 7b 


{IsBj} 50 a=-HIMEM-93:MEMORY a-1:RESTORE 200 {(KvAt}) 260 DATA 07,07, 07,07, e6, Of, c6, 41 


{PjAr} 60 FOR bea TO a+65D 
{ArAv} 70 READ c$:d=VAL("é"+c$) 
{AsAr) 80 PORE b,d:e=e+d 
{IgAl)} 90 5 


(CxAV) 270 DATA cd, 22,90, 7b, e6, 0f, c6, 69 
{ExAv) 2680 DATA cd,22,90, 7a,07,07,07,07 
{KvAu} 290 DATA e6,0f,c6,41,cd,22,90, 7a 
{IpAv}) 300 DATA e6,0f,c6,69,cd,22, 90, 3e 


({BkBx} 100 IF <> 10566 THEN PRINT "Error in data. {JrBj} 310 DATA 7d, cd, 22,90,18,c1, 4d, 61 | 


Please Check.":END 


(NuAl} 320 g=g-34 : 


{(MpBv} 110 IF LEFTS(h>,1)="y" OR LEFTS(c),1)="¥" (GkBm} 330 IF flag=0 THEN flag=1 ELSE GOTO 370 | 


THEN PORE a+8, GA4 


{DvBo} 340 POKE a+35, PEEK (&B55B) :POKE a+36, 


{AkAo) 120 z=a434:e=0 PEEK (&BBSC) 

{AlAs} 130 f=ABS (INT (z/256) ) {CaBo} 350 POKE 6BB5A,4C3:POKE 4BB55B,q:POKE 
{DwAq) 140 g=ABS(( (z/256) -f) *256) EBB5SC,f 

{(NqAx} 150 POKE a+40,g:POKE at41,f:POKE a+45,g {FwAm} 360 GOTO 50 

{CtBm}) 160 PORE a+46,f:POKE at+57,qg:POKE a+58,f {DpBp} 370 POKE a+35, PEEK (&BD2C) :POKE a+36, 
{NkBi} 170 POKE a+65,q:POKE a+66,£:POKE a+77,9g PEEK (&BD2D) 

{LaAx}) 180 PORE a+78,f:POKE a+85,q:POFE a+86,f (IqBn) 380 POKE &BD2B,6C3:POKE éBD2C, 9: POKE 
{FiAu} 190 POKE a+90,g:POKE a+91,f EBD2D,f © 
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NO PRIZES IF YOU SPOT MORE THAN 52 SPELLING ERRORS 


A&A (ANY & ALL) 
COMPUTERS 


COMPUTERS AMSTRAD CPC PERIPHERALS 
DARTARI ST & Monitors etc STEREO SPEECH SYNTHESISER 
AMIGAS & Monitors etc 255K SILICON DISCS 
AMSTRAD 6128s ICOLOUR or MONO , 255K MEMORY DAGRADE 
AMSTRAD 464 6 (COLOUR OR MOAQ) 25 DISC DRIVES WITH SOFTWARE 
PCW 8256, 8512 & Yslis STOP Hr WITT Wit SE 
PCW 9512 with Auto Sheet feeder AMA ART MITH MOUSE (Trap extral 
AMSTRAD PCIS12 & 1640's LIGHT PENS 
| Also replacement Keyboards | JOrSE CKS (No o.con io ent) 
PRINTERS PRUNTER CABLES (CASSETTE LEADS ETC ETI 
AMSTRAD Dot Matrix & Daisey wheel CPC to » SCART | ‘Te levision| | LEADS 
STAR DMADW 4 hd bi iit ae 2S connected to a 
EPSON SALTS DOM & LM | SCART TV with ane of our jewels 
CITIZEN DM & Lazy printers alleclively Eves a superb CoMur monitos 
ATAR] DM& DW loreal lor playing games) 
CODDAMORE DM (Col, Mono) & DM SERIOUS SOFTWEAR 
SEIKOSHA 0M Loads. & loadsa wtilithes & speckalsl of 
| Please ring lor details | general business soltware 


GAMES. GLORIOUS, GLAMOUROUS & GRIZZLY GAMES 


( WE DO-NOT SELL "TURKEYS" | 


[314 LASS . 
BATMAN Mew Crean Verein) PHONE PHONE Batman bas lost his viginity 
NEM JONES /LASTCRUSADE PHONE PHONE Is the film as Good? 
PL RPLE SATLARN ThA ||. 50) 7 i The French ez gat methine ' well 
ROB ROT 150 6.75 ALSO see the film. IT [S BRILLIAN] 
GEMINI Wis Sa) 7 i Strange mame. ‘good eat 
40 POOL re 7 Fl Think you can play?Then play this 
SULTANS MAIZE Lust te esting) 
HARBARLAS 2 ot 7 7a More bite th an my mother-in-law 
STORMLORI | 7 54) Whiten by Ralf Cecco Nuff said 
THUNDERBIRDS 150 : Guess | never grew up. 
LICENCE TO) KILL PLAIN E PHONE Best Bond Film, Best Bonk Game 
RENEGADE 3 1150 7 Sy) Fantastic if you “cheat 
LOARSACOMPILATIONS PHONE PHONE Only the best will do ! 
LOWDS AN LOWDS OV UVERS. IF YA WONT IT, AW ITS GOOD NUFF, YA KAN AVIT: NICE'N 
CHEEP LIKE. AN KWIKK TU. JUS GIV US A BELL, OR SOME DOSH IN A BAG WIV A STAMP 
ONIT. WEAL SEND YA WOT YA WONTED WIV LOADSA DETAILS OV OWEA CRAZI COMPUT 
GRUB. YA KAN RITE LETTERS IF YA WONT, AN WEAL SEND YA DETAYLS OV LOADSASTUFF 
WEY TEK AKSESS, VEESA AND DIOMOND SENTERD CAMAL DROPINGS. BUTT IFF YA WONT 
IT KWIKK, THEN NOK A QWORTA (25%) OFFF THU PROPPA (rrp) PRYCE. AN POST THU 
CHECKS TU USS, WIV YA DETAYLS. WEYAL PRAY THA PASTEMAN 


ALA COMPUTERS, Unit 38 Telford ind Ctre, Stafford Park 4, Telford, Shropshire. TF3 IBA. 
(CALCULATION METHOD = GAMES ONLY) —= 
Telephone 0952 290547 





ruine| GREAT STRATEGY GAMES 


| A superb range of Football & Cricket games 
for the Spectrum, Commodore & Amstrad 
From Challenge Software (formerly E & J Software) 




































TREBLE CHAMPIONS £9°95 Spec 48/128 : Com 64/128 : Ams CPC 
A STUNNINGLY REALISTIC FOOTBALL STRATEGY GAME- Can you Win The League, TheF A Cups The 
League Cup - 4 Drvigions of 20 Toarns = 1 Div, 20 Non League Teams - Details of OVER 1500 Playors - Rosuits 
B Leagues ALL Divisions - League Cup wth Ist, and Ande +S/Finals over 2 Legs - FA Cup inchides Non League 
- Tranglee Market buy AN'Y PLAYER ANY DIVISION - 3 Skill Levels Start ANY Division ~ SAVE GAME - Time 
Management - Reserves - 2 h-Mateh Subs - Coaching Fitness Training: PLUS MUCH MORE 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS £895 Spec 48/128 : Ams CPC 
THE INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE OF THE EUROPEAN NATIONS CUP. Goruing Nabors Cup Formal wit 
full Random Craw of 32 Seeded Teams - Fictura List Results and League Tables of ALL 8 Groups -Oisciphna & 
Macical Raperts - Squad of 22 Players pus Other Players - 17 Month ibnerary of Qualifying Group, (Arrange 
Friendlies) and Finals «Plus many mone Superb Features and Options. EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS inchedes E & J's 
MATCH PLAY SYSTEM which captures all he ACTION, DRAMA & TENSION of international Footiall. 


WORLD CHAMPIONS €7:95 Spec 48/128 : Com 64/128: Ams CPC 
A COMPLETE WORLD CUP SIMULATION - Seioct Friendlios - 25 Players - Qualying Group « 2 In-Maten Sute 
Cescipline Table - Select Tow Opponents : Extra Tine final Rounds - Playens Gari Expenenod « 7 Skill Levels 
TEXT MATCH SIMULATION induding:. Bookings, Goal Times, Named 4 Recorded Goal Scorers, lyury Tima, 
Comers, Pres Kicks, Match Ciock Penalties PLUS many more Features 


CRICKET MASTER £8:95 Spec 48/128 : Com 64/128 : Ams CPC 
A SUPERB SIMULATION OF ONE DAY INTERNATIONAL'COUNTY CRICKET - Weather, Wicket & Outheld 
Conditions - ating & Bowhng Tactcs- Taam Selection Fast, Medium & Son Bowlers-4 Types of Bateman -Satect 
Flaid Layout - 3 Skill Lewals - Wides - Byes -No Ball - Aun Qut-Mesfeld - Dropped Catches - Scoreboard - Gating 
& Bowling Analysis - Aun Ate Single Opeon - i] Game Speeds -STAR FEATURE acomplotie MATCH OVERVIEW 
showing Gal by Ball Action and Commentary and MUCH MORE! 


TEST MASTER £8-95 Spec 48/128 : Ams CPC aaa 
A COMPREHENSIVE SIMULATION OF AS OAT TEST MATCH . inqudes most of he Features of CRICKET 
MASTER and MATCH OVERVIEW pius Deciaratans - Nightwatchmen - Light Meter - Alain Stops Play « Varying 
Number of Overs par Day - Follow On - Save Game - New Ball - Bad Light interuppons - TEST MASTER is a True 
representation ofa Complede Test Match and offers the ULTIMATE CHALLENGE Io All Criceel fhe 


Above games available on disc @ Pius £400 Spec & Ams or Plus £2.50 Com PER GAME 
( Treble Ghampions not avanable an dist tar Commentone 62/1208 | 


ALL GAMES are avaiable by MAIL ORDER for IMMEDIATE despatch by Ist DISCOUNTS 
dass pos! and inavde Full Instructions. Siete which Machine & Tape or Oe, ) ey) eae Games ONLY 
(Add 500 par Game auteide LIK af) 50 par Game for AMMAN outede Europe. | fy 2 gaeas eect 03-00 
Payment in Pounds Staring Oniy! Puy J gerae cede! [S09 


hey 4 ee ) on | 
Cheques o Postal Orders pavabes to Challenge Solware, SEND TO: 
%, Challenge Software, Room A1, 37 Wesimoor Road, ENFIELD Middiese ENS 7LE | 















Confused by the CUBE? Bored by bar charts? , MUGged methodically? Fingh mig yourselt ncke 
in strange rooms for weeks on end? Zapped Out? Alenated by your computer? Lost your sene 
of adventure? 


Should fhe answer fo any of these questions Oe YES, and you Nave taken fo watching 
Crossroads videos you réally should be inte a TRANCE 














Do noi delay, Act immedcately remonstrance is the only solution to your probtem, can VOU fin 
ihe solution fo Remon's TAANCE 


Anyone Can crack il, $0 you have no need to HACK it, the solution is in your hands, not i 
the program, You will not have seen the film, read the book, worn the T’shirt or tried th 
soup yet, because CPC 664'6128 users are to be the firs! to succumb to ite Spell 


THE PRIZE « proporhonal fo af TRANCE gchors 


In oe? wores fof dvery TAANCE Currie 204d woth weve MOAhS fon 
the first sale the PRIZE tund INCREASES by by SUT your answer on Ihe enclosed 
enTRANCE torn sindorc im  iwelve Moning to itd the wnner, f fis not won. Then every month 
following until won Watch ihe prize grow, GROW, GROW in AA 


Cad jou know that ihe AA sales exceed 38 0007 
. iniroduciory pnce £9.99 mc PAP ax aspen 
Cheques POs to “THANCE™. Stonenaven, Nim. End 


it M.REMON 1589 —" ) oo 
>. Aeigey. Lincoin LN? 6PG_AA Tel: 06527-5684 








LERM SOFTWARE - Z80c TOOLKIT. | 
THE UTILITY FOR ALL MACHINE CODE LSERS - OVLY £9.99 


" Exellent value for money", " Brilliant package " , 
a rat 1s what Your Sinclair said about the Spectrum version of our Toolkit, 
ow available for the Amstrad 464, 645, and 6126. 3 programs in 1. Copies to disc 
HAS OUR FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE - NOTHING TO LOSE! 
* SUPERB ASSEMBLER - full screen editor - like a word processor. 
Very fast - has its own monitor. 
* TOOLKIT - shows what happens to registers when running 
m/code, plus disassembler, debugger, etc. 
* CTOS - reverse assembler - changes machine code back into 
a source file - relocate your m/code! 
IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS. MANY UNIQUE FEATURES. INCLUDES 
HEX/DEA, LOADER MODE, SINGLE STEPPER. HALF THE PRICE OF 
MANY RIVALS ! SAE FOR DETAILS. ALL INCLUSIVE FRICE 


LERM, DEPT AA, 11 BEACONSFIELD CLOSE, WHITLEY BAY, 
_ TYNE AND WEAR. NE25 9UW. TEL 091 - 2533615. 





SCRE ENVI +» LON 
TURNS YOUR 
MONITOR INTO 
A COLOUR TV! 


TAT THE AMAZING OFFER PRICE o- pg. 


Door to Door Insured delivery add £6 INC VAT 


USE YOUR AMSTRAD CPC464, CPC664 & 
CPC6128 MONITOR AS ACOLOURTVSET! 


Screenvision is a modern ‘State-of-the-An’ TV Tuner which simply connects 
to your monitor, using the existing lead and converts it fo an outstanding 
colour television 

=creenvision has more fealures than any other TV Tuner and costs less! 
Each tuner has seven pre-select push button channel selectors, separale 
controls for brightness, colour, tone and volume and has built in Speaker 

Colour and Automatic gain contro! 

Unlike other products, Screenvision also connects to a host of other Monitors 
should you change your system 


a EN if DEALER & EXPORT ENOUIAIES WELCOME 
SCREENS J-— _Herogoururense 









MIDDLESEX HA62HJ ENGLAND 
TELE MD Grete SCRE ENG Tar Be 





MAIN AVENUE MOOR PARK 
m SALES O80" 20627 oF EMPOAT Ong Pee 


INSIDE OUT 
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In the fifth and final part of this 
series, STUART McCOLL 
concludes his examination of the 
CPC's entrails - and ventures a 
guess at what the future holds. 


n the past four months we've covered 

many of the key subjects of computer archi- 

tecture, and — we hope - served to demysti- 
fy that “black box” you find yourself hunching 
over well into the wee small hours. From a firm 
understanding of binary anthmetic and its sig- 
nificance, up through logic gates and into the 
more complex computing areas such as flip- 
flops and decoders, you've glimpsed just how 
simple — and I really do mean simple -— a micro- 
computer can be 

In this, our last instalment, we start with 
something approaching the realms of myth 
There was a time when introductory comput: 
Ing texts assured the reader that their soit- 
ware, however erroneous, could do nothing to 
their computer which couldn't be put right 
with a flick of the power switch. Although still 
largely true, such remarks should really be 
qualified thus: “providing your system is unex- 
panded, and that the penpherals attached do 
not clash with any existing device.” 

Last month we considered the problem of 
how devices are able to ascertain when the 
CPU wishes to communicate, and reached a 
solution with the introduction of the address 
decoder. Each device belonging to the system 
is allocated an address, and an address 
decoder is constructed which generates an 
enable signal when the system control and 
address lines indicate that the CPU wishes to 
instigate some form of data transfer with the 
device. 

When designing computer architecture, 
assigning addresses to devices is initially a 
largely arbitrary process - often considered 
from the viewpoint of minimising the hardware 
required for building the address decoders 
When adding a penpheral to an established 
system, however, it is imperative that the 
address space of the new decoder is unique to 
that device 


Beware! 
What would happen if two decoders clash? 
suppose you buy a wonder Dox - a real time 
clock, say, which interfaces to your computer 
at address FO00)¢. which returns the ume with 
a READ operation, and sets the time with a 
WRITE operation 

Unknown to you, however, your ullra-fab 
serial joystick port (which is input only), has 
also been assigned this address, and has been 
designed to return the state of the joystick 
with @ READ operation, while ignornng all 
WRITE operations. Perhaps you can see that 
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we're heading for trouble. 

You switch on your computer. All is fine 
The joystick and clock interfaces are sitting 
idle, waiting for the CPU to chat with them 
Following the instructions in the manual, you 
set the time on the clock with either one, o7 
more OUT (&F000),time operations. Now, to 
check it's working. you type PRINT INP 
(&FO00) or something Similar, expecting the 
time, accurate to so many microseconds, to be 
displayed in glonous technicolour. Instead, 
alarming wisps of smoke curl lugubriously 
from the back, and - if you're lucky - your joy: 
stick and clock interfaces are dead. If you're 
luck is out, you'll be reaching for the nearest 
mailorder computer mag. So the old adages 


~ PPI Control | 
_ PPI Port C 
PPI Port B 








about it “not mattering how bad a programmer 
you are” go out the window the moment you 
slick your first black box onto the expansion 
bus 

But what happened? Both the joystick port 
and clock port attempted to drive the highway 
(data bus) simultaneously. Result. short ci- 
cuits and beautiful bhie smoke galore 


Address maps 

some processors fail to distinguish any differ: 
ence between addressing main memory and 
hardware. Although simpler, this approach 
restricts the address space which can subse 
quently be used by memory, in which your pro- 
grams are eventually stored -— and when it 
comes to marketing computers, the Ks count. 
The smarter processors (including the 280 fam- 
ily) provide additional control signals indicat- 
ing whether memory or an I/O device is cur: 
rently being addressed. The 280 in your CPC 
actually has two such signals, and if you look 
at a pin-out (back of your user manual), you'll 
see them listed as IORQ and MRE. If you're in 
doubt as to the nature of a processor, consult 
its machine instruction set, The smarter chips 
have different instructions for accessing meéem- 
ory and hardware, the latter often via 
INPUT/OUTPUT. 

Memory, peripheral, or ’O maps are used 
to keep track of where each device is to be 
found in the available address space. Although 
the names are often used synonomously, “l/O" 
and “penpheral” become obsolete when usinc 
a processor which doesn't distinguish hard- 
Ware [rom memory — for example the popular 
6800/6802 microprocessors have a single 64K 
address space which has to include ROM, RAM 
and the usual collection of external parapher- 
nalia. Conversely many processors, such as the 
250, have two distinct maps: a peripheral map 
which shows device address allocation, and a 
memory map which illustrates how the exter- 
nal memory is organised by the operating sys- 
tem. 

Even on an unexpanded CPC there are 
many inner peripherals attached to the CPU, 
each accessible via their assigned addresses. 
Figure 1 illustrates the basic CPC VO address 
map, “xx” meaning the value of the lower byte 
doesn't really matter — anything in the range 
O0-FF addressing the penpheral indicated by 
the upper eight bits. It may seem complicated, 
and it's certainly not an “ideal” penpheral map 
from the user viewpoint, but it's arranged this 
way to minimise the amount of hardware used 
in the address decoding — after all, more hard- 
Ware often means a bigger and wtimately more 
expensive computer 

Those considenng constructing their own 
peripherals have to find some way to interface 
it with the computer system — and that means 
finding an address which hasn't already been 
allocate. With the CPCs this, unfortunately, is 














not the end of the story. There are actually fur- 
ther restrictions imposed on user peripheral 
interfacing, resulting from the way the lower 
byte of the address is decoded. These are list-* 
éd in the box on User Peripheral Address 
Spaces - along with the addresses which satify 
these cntena and are safe to use in your pro- 
jects. 

We now know where to put our peripher- 
als, and how to interface thelr registers to a 
mucroprocessor based computer system, which 
Is simply (that word again) a CPU, memory. 
and external penpheral devices accessed via a 
multitudinous collection of address decoders. 
Since peripherals, whether a keyboard or state 
of the art video-—chip, clearly make a computer, 
before concluding this introduction, we'll take 
a Drnel look at the two — 
very distinct categornes 
into which most penph- 
erals fall 





Fast and faster 

Consider the conditions 
required for effective 
data transfer with memo- 


restrictions: 


als, falling micely into selected 
each category, are the 
keyboard and disk drive 
- and we'll begin with 
the simple Programmed 
lO keyboard and its 
modest requirements. 
Programmed [/O act- 
ually refers to the way in 
which data moves 
between memory and 
peripherals Devices 
employing this method 
transfer data under con- 


decoders are: 
FBREO -FBFF 
FAEO - FAFF 
FOEO - FOFF 
FBEO - FaFF 


sequence of machine | able. 
instructions, which the | 
CPU executes 

AL this point let's introduce another “bit” of 
the control bus: INTR — the Interrupt Request. 
This is an input (with respect to the CPU), the 
Status of which is reflected in an internal CPU 
register. This register is inspected by the CPU 
at the end of each instruction cycie: if it finds 
an interrupt to have occurred, it halts execu- 
tion of the current program, stores the program 


HINT: B-&) = (-A+3) 


® Figure 3: ALU dilemma. A simple CPU has an ALU with 


User peripheral 
address spaces 
There are three User Peripheral Interfacing 


(1) If bit 7 is LOW the disk drive is selected 
ry. Two popular peripher- | (2) bit 6 is LOW a reserved function is 


| (3) And if bit § is LOW a communications 
channel is selected. 
The addresses available for user address 


if you analyse the bit patterns for the avail- 
able addresses, you'll see that bits 
0,1,2,3,6,9 may be used freely, providing up 
to 64 V0 channels. If simple bit-related par- 
trol of a program, or | tial decoding is used, 6 channels are avail- 


counter (PC) onto the 
Stack and jumps to a 
Special address in mem- 
ory at which is stored a 


sequence of machine 
instructions, of more 
commonly, an Interrupt 
Service Routine (7SR). 

50, YOu press a key 
on the keyboard. The 
keyboard hardware first 
works out which key 
yOu pressed, and then 
Stores this character in 
a register devoted to — 
the task.The interface then raises an interrupt 
by making the INTR line TRUE. The CPU - 

, recognising an external 
| device wants to interrupt 
- stores the PC (and, 
depending on the particu- 
| lar processor, perhaps the 
general registers, too) 
before branching to the 
ISR. 

What the ISR does 
depends on the particular 
system, Dut it's generally 
a short subroutine which 
polls - in order of priority 
- the status registers of all 
recognised devices. When 
| it encounters a device 
requiring attention - this 
probably being the one 
which orginally interrupt- 
ed — it branches to a fur- 
ther subroutine dedicated 
tO Managing that particu- 
lar peripheral. Continuing 
the keyboard example, its 
ISK typically consists of an 
INPUT instruction to read 
| the external Keyboard reg- 

ister and a WRITE instruc- 
tion to send this character to a keyboard buffer 
maintained in RAM by the OS. 

Because all data is routed through the CPU, 
when servicing such devices there is often a 
high drop-off in overall system performance. 
Luckily, an alternative is available, in the quise 
of Direct Memory Access (DMA). 


Direct Memory Access 

) Consider the 1/0 requirements of a disk 
drive. It spins so fast that even if the 
| transfer was given 100% of CPU time, a 
computer would be unable to match 
the rapid transmission speeds. To cir- 
cumvent this restriction, DMA is used. 
DMA interfacing uses two further bits 
of the control bus: BUSRO and BUSAK, 
standing respectively for Bus Required 
and Bus Acknowledge. Perpherals 
such as disk drives use these control 
lines to eliminate the CPU from the 
data transfer operation. That's why it is 
known as Direct Memory Access. 

When a device interface makes BUSRO 
true, the CPU places all its outputs into 
the high impedance z-—state, effectively 
disconnecting them from the system 


required operations are listed in the table. Can you design 


ihe logic? You can if you've been following Inside out! 











/™ 


INSIDE OUT 
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® Figure 2: direct memory access interlace 





busses. All that is, but BUSAK, which it makes 
true, thereby informing the penpheral that it 
now has control over the busses. A typical 
DMA peripheral interface is illustrated in 
Figure J. 

It normally consists of a simple processor, a 
lew programmed I/O) registers and, of course, 
an address decoder When the interface 
obtains control of the busses, the dedicated 
processor transfers the data between memory 
at high speed. Upon completion, it returns con- 
trol to the CPU by making BUSRO false 


Last but not least 

You may have noticed that the Anthmetic 
Logic Unit (ALU) hinted at in AA4S has not, in 
fact, been discussed. Instead, we thought a lit- 
tle teaser would do you good, and test how 
closely you've been paying attention. Figure 4 
illustrates the problem, and the solution is 
plastered throughout the contents of this sen- 
alisation. Good luck — but you don't really need 
Le 


Shape of things 
to come? 


It used to be the case that a programmer need- 
ed a strong technical knowledge of the host 
machine and its language. 

However, things are changing. Fast, high 
level languages (HLLs) are now almost univer- 
sally accepted, allowing programmers to work 
on a variety of machines with the minimum of 
translation difficulties - from a CPC to an 80386 
state of the art PC. 

A similar revolution in hardware design is 
surely due. A good computer will then become 





| the result of true creativity and originality, not 
just ponderous technical achievements by the 


software packages may scon display ban- 
~ ners such as “Design your own computer - no 
technical background necessary"! 
For computers can be as complicated or as 
| simple as we choose to make them. Designers, 


| after all, just bend to the clamour of public 
| demand. AA could easily be filled with techni- 
| cal bits and bobs - but who would read it? 


Certainly not as many as do now! 
On the other hand, our whistle stop tour 
gives you a firm technical foundation, and -! 


| hope - a desire to unearth more copper clad 


secrets. 
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OUALITAS PLUS 


YOUL Printer Was an expensive buy - why not make the most of it? 
Qualias Plus can greatly enhance your printing, without losing the 
Wwemence and power of your word processor. Just look at these features... 
° Unlimited NLO fonts! Two pica, one elite, one italic and one 
Pp roportional are supplied for Starters - all aré suitable for word 
rocessing and business use. If these arent enough you can 
de: Sign your own with the easy-to-use font editor supplied or 
obtain extra fonts from us - see below. ‘ 


® Normal AND double height printing! You can have both 
within a document. Each font can also be printed in 

Sas tb expanded, subscript, sup erscript underlined and 
ePMpnasized using standard Epson codes - all in NLO 

® Micro- istification’ Lines can be justified with equal 
SPAaCes between words, even with proportional fonts. 


and hard spaces can be embedded. Tabbing is possible 
even with proportional fonts 


® Co-resident with host program! Edit your document and then 
just print it 


, using all the powerful features of your word 
processor, eg print formatting, character redefinition, and even 
mail merge (try doing this with a desktop publisher!) You do 
NOT have to save files to disc first! 


© Very compatible! Works with nearly all 9-pin Epson-compatibk 
printers, including the CP80 and the MT&0, but not the DMP 1 or 
HR5. Compatible with Advane ed Amsword, Masterfile III 
Mini-Office Il (CPC6128 or equivalent only), Protext (except CP/M 
Plus but see below), Tasword, and your own BASIC ren 
las Plus (NEV proved Versit in 2) 15 just £16.95. The NEW 
ee ry ids an ame zing JU extra fonts for only £14 95 (requires 8 bit yea 
Pac k for CP/M Plus allows Qualite bunder CP/M Plu 
t) and costs £9.95. Latest KDS &-bil Or runt re vor MK3 bE] 8.95 
master disc); Qualitas Plus version a ) Version 2 
any Font Pack to com ania Font Library - £6.' 
yams disc only. Please State your computer, printer an dy WOId Processol 
UK orders post free (Europe add f1 elsewhere add £2 airmail 
t sta ne DN P2000s | ugly NLO print, an rinters have the 
he | itive cure is ( Qualit la leds you! printer is 
e best buys you will ever make oy WACC] May 1988 
Seven Stars Publishing, Dept AA, 
34 Squirrel Rise, Marlow, 
Bucks SL7 3PN. Tel: 06264 3445 


Nd Ws Your 





POOLS AND HORSES 
WIN WITH | 

COURSEMASTER AND 
POOLSMASTER 


The Computer Horseracing Programme 


ME RY 





Now vou GAN AP AT TRE & Fi 
» rat FAST HORSES BEAT SLOW ONES!!! 
Pot coef mit AMAZING f noes 
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KING AND QUEEN STREET. 
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Matrix 
Software Hire 
The cheapest way to play them all. 


Top games titles for Amstrad, Commodore, 
Spectrum and Amiga. 
Please state system 


Please send large SAE for details to 


Matrix Leisure Club, Dept AA, 
271 Stansted Road, Bishops Stortford 
Herts CM23 2BT 


Technical Services : 
| REPAIRS All repairs guaranteed 4 months, prices | 
| Amstrad CPC 464 quoted apply to any single fault * and 
|} Amstrad CPC 6128 are inclusive of parts. labour and VAT 

eee Free return carnage for UK mail order | 
| ACCESSORIES customers. CPC 6128 Rom installation | 
CPC 6128 Rom £17.90  cervice available, only £8.00 
64% Ram Pack £43.90 * Excludes replacement of complete 
MP? Modulator £27.90 keyboard or disk drive assemblies 
Printer Cable 6.80. oe estimate given) 


VSE Technical Services (Dept 104), Unit 6, 
8 Nursery Road, London SW9 8BP. Tel 01-737-0234 


High Quality Repairs 
Low Inclusive Prices 
The Logical choice! 





£21.90 
£24.90 














Time and tide wait for no man, unless, Incentive. Don't get so excited it's only 
that is, Julian Page of Somerset has a poke, and anyway he's stopped any 
gotten to them first. Thirst no more, heart attacks and made you immune to 
and always have infinite time on your poison gas as well! Disk 


Kiss me Hard ar be the (inal works of 


IpLain ACE ja ecause MIRE WENEROT Sale 


Lo4 [Tht Ll [tht DOSSTLE OLA 
hands to complete Total Echipse by 
an Wii nose i malty i ko " ae ——e 
TAT. ECLIPSE Disk LY ALL F1BLE 
MCauSe Ww + DOR VOU DECOM d Cabin goppe! a ae 
oy By Jli1an Frage Z PRINT CALL &BeB 
aes Ld ded 
: For AMSCtread Action Oct 8 zi PRINT aS r/i 
MODE j #20 bS= WHILE b5S 
- i" 


MEMORY G1 = £30 Do= LOWERS ( NPE 
3 PRINT INSERT TOTAL ECLIPSE 24\) WEN 
40 PRINT DISC AND PRESS A KEY 750 a=(bS="¥ RETURN @& 
ALL 6BBO3: CALL &BB06 
LOAD TECODE 
AS= NO A@AEFtT Failure 
B OSUB Zz [IF NWOT a THEN 110 
PORE & 7609 PORE £6A4C 
PORE é463AL 


AST i oA ne = fe 


Aiea.» &£Beis i, ae 
AS= NO Lime Limit 
= ir’ a a a ; 
120 GOSUB 200:IF NOT a THEN 16: 
i ATA @o 24 - : 
b=63CA9:POKE b, ¢ 
DATA, + : 
L4 PORE 5+! PURE Bz 
ALS 2.4 «hs * 
50 PORE £67 Bis 
ale 
i € LA. Fak. 





La LOAD thecon . sor COU 


Have a smashing time courtesy of Sale's very own MIKE 
WONG. Netherworld from Hewson will nether (geddit) | ° WETHERWORLE 
be the same again, with the gift of infinite 
smashers/killers, bags of time and immortality too. 
What more could a cursor dream of? Tape Method 1. 


Pa 7.22, 49,00, 22, SE 


METHOD 1 L50 DATA 


by Mike Wong 4] 1,c0,3£. 4e,a 





Amstrad Action Oct #84 L60 DATA 

MODE “2 :MEMORY é435FHF #, 4,21, 32, 28 
£0 FOR n@=6BEb) TO &8EB! DATA 

FEAD a5: a@=VAL(“&"+a5 @,00,32,bf,27,18 
a0 PORE n,a@:c¢=c+a : NEXT L#U DATA 


50 IF c<>3885 THEN 250 00,06, 0a, 21,18 











5) FOR nel TO a4 190) BATA 


READ a5, p,q:PRINT a‘ 16,09, 23, 36,09, 11 





rt 
= 


HO INPUT yin a 
90 IF aS="y THEN iii 14,0 i 
PORE SHESO+p.q i DATA, 
LO NEXT: LOAD CALI 2c DATA IMF 
BBE HL SMASHERS /KILLERS 


l20 DATA #30 DATA £30, INF 











L30 DATA 240 DATA 990 TIME. 20.16 





1" 1) oes. IL), ae. ee aL PRINT Error . 





AMSTHAD ACTION 83 


space, the final front ear (shurely 
shome mishtake ?- ed.)... Now 

AA boldly goes in search of all 
those Commanders - from harm- 
less, through above average, right 
up to elite - willing to share their 
knowledge. Take it away, 
TRENTON! 


Since the idea of an Elite Players Club was mooted 
back in AA46 we've been deluged with mail 
detailing adventures in Firebird's galaxy spanning 
epic. So welcome to The Elite Players Club (EPC), 
officially launched in this historic issue. May God 
bless her and all who sail in her 

Elite (Mastergame, naturally) was first 
reviewed way back in AA5, but the sheer longevi- 
ty of the game and reputation it has continued to 
enjoy has astonished everyone. Faced with com- 
ments like “Of course it's a good idea!” from 
Commander McQuarrie and “Megawicked!" by 
Commander Rouyheen, how could AA not start the 
EPC and still hold its head up high? 

Archangel Dan Dare identified one of the many 
reasons for the EPC: “I can just remember the day 
when I came across the message ‘Mayday Corolius 
in danger!’ At the time (not so long ago) it was like 


/ 


~~ | i A. 


20th, 2100hrs, aus > Five and I'd only 
joined the ranks of harmless traders in September 
the previous year - 

“Since then I've ploughed my way through the 
galaxies and life has been very quiet... | am now in 
galaxy Eight. What I'd like to know what comes 
next? What are the other two missions? When do 
you finish?" 

The EPC exists to fill the gap that left 
Commander Dare vulnerable. The club has the 
potential to build up into a network of Elitists 
throughout the country. Over the months there 
will also be a series of reprints of all the old Elite 








hints and tips so you can build up the ultimate 
Space traveller's guide to life, the universe and 
thargoid dietary habits 
The EPC is your club, so tell us what you 

want! To get things rolling we ve compiled a list 
of Elitists who want to spread the word, share 
tips, advice and the like. Featuring The Mega Poke 
this month means there's no room for tips, but 
they will most definitely form a requiar part of the 
column. We'll be giving away £15 pounds’ worth 
of software for the best advice/cheat each and 
every month, so send in your tips when you sign 
up for the EPC. If you want your name added to 
the Elite Roster all we 
need to Know is you and 
your commander's 
name, your rating and, if 
you can, telephone num- 
ber. Of course if you 
want to tell us more 
we'll be eager to read it. 

With the game's 
re-emergence on 
Ocean's Supreme 
Challenge compilation, 
there are a whole new 
generation of comman- 
ders out there venturing 
into space. The EPC is 
both for the “deadly” 
pilots and for harmless 


being in space, | was frantic with nowhere to go 
and with no one to call on for assistance! | was 
lucky, | passed the test and made ‘Elite’ on May 





traders, 50 regardless of 
your rating write in 
now! 


ROSTER @ ELITE ROSTER @ ELITE ROSTER @ ELITE ROSTER 


| Commander Gibson 
Rating: Unknown 
Alias: Lawrence Gibson 
Portsmouth, Hants 
7 0705 262984 

Commander: The 

Evil One 
Hating: Dangerous 


Alias: Jonathan Pearson, 


44 Lavinia Had, 
Leosport, Hants 
i need some tips to get 
past the flashing ships - 
] think they're pirates, 
perhaps? 
Archangel Dan Dare 
Rating: Unknown 
Alias: Colin Kirkwood 
AVT, Scotland 
= 0292 287348 
| “Hello to Ytootre. in 
galaxy three 
Commander 
sturgess 


Rating: Dangerous 
Alias: James Sturgess 
110 Tadburn Ra, 
Romsey, Hampshire 
$051 BHS 

Commander Piranha 
Rating: Deadly 
Alias: Richard Townsend 
London SW18 
01 874 366 
“What are missions 
three and four about” 

Commander Prang 
Rating: Deadly 
Alias: Kevin Thomas 
Exeter, Devon 
0392 61 938 

Why do ] always seem 

to find Thargoid 
Invasion Fleets in the 
next system [ hyper 
space fo’ 

Commander Dooher 
Rating: Dangerous 


Alias: T Dooher 

Leicester 

0533 872293 

"Ring after five 
Commander 

Rouyheen 

Rating: Dangerous 

Alias: © Rouyheen 

Manchester 

0617751814 

“What's an Archangel?" 

Commander Hawkeye 

Rating: Dangerous 

Alias: Graham Crabb 

London [G8 

01 5057315 

“Where's planet Solega 

on Galatic chart two?” 

Commander Boba Fett 

Rating: Deadly 

Alias: SB Roberts 

Cardifi 

Cardiff 614126 
Commander Douglas 


Rating: Deadly 

Alias Craig A Douglas 

seanam, Co. Durham 

091 5260635 
Archangel Street 

Rating: Elite 

Alias: Chins Street, 

43 Ridgedale Rd. 

Bolsover, Chesterfield, 

Derbyshire o44 6TX 
Commander Bloggs 

Rating Deadly — 


_ Alias: Simon Fogiel 


Aberdeen, Scotland 
0224 635812 

"Call between 4 and 10 
pm. 

Commander Swindells 
Rating’ Harmless 
Adam Swindells 
Wilts 

0672 63465 
Commander McQuarrie 
Rating: Unknown 


A i. 
Fil Lich be 


= 
pe 
reuse " 


Alias: James Grant 

McQuarrie 

Fife, Scotland 

041 9425922 
Commander Honka 
Hating: Dangerous 

Alias: Chins Hayes 

southampton, Hants 

0703 583175 

‘Dangerous in three 

days play, not bad eh! 
Commander Walters 

Rating: Deadly 

Alias: David Walters 

0405 69240 

‘Advice given for mis: 

sion one, (Wo and on the 

cloaking device” 
Commander Ryder 

Rating: Unknown 

Alias: Hichard Bealoy 

Walsgrave, Coventry 

0203 619564 

‘Ring evenings only.” 





Here, Commanders one and all, is the ultimate in 
Elite pokes. First featured way back in AA20, and 
now reprinted by popular demand (petitions, 
requests, begging letters - but precious few 
cheques), gives you the power to do almost any- 
thing you wish in Firebird’s classic. Type in lines 
1-13¢@ inclusive to get into the program. Then select 
the pokes you want operative and type them in 
using the corresponding line number (if you choose 
you can ignore the REM statements, which just 
indicate what the poke statement does). When 
you've typed in the lines you want finish off the 
poke with line 52¢. Then put the game disk in the 
drive and type RUN, 


i ° Elite - disk 

1? ‘Amstrad Action Oct 89 
22 ‘Thanks to Adrian Forbes 
ag 

4@ MODE 1:BORDER @: INK 2,2 
47 |USER, 2 

2 INK 1,24:INK 2,15: INK 3,6 
62 WINDOW #1.14,26,12,12 

78 WINDOW #2.14,26,12,14 

82 LOAD’ commonzx”, «Cage 

S92 OPENOUT’d” 

1@@ MEMORY s83F 

1i¢@ CLOSEOUT 

128 LOAD’ largqeaxx”, bE42 

132 LOAD’ commonxx”, 61A4¢ 


143 ‘*8*8 [nstant hyperspace rreee 





145 PORE 64C56, 24 
146 POKE 45¢7F,8 
LS@ ‘#88 Inf fuel **** 
1728 POKE é4F22,¢2 
18g ‘**** Tnf miss **** 
198 POKE 6382D,2 





2eg ‘**#* no hyp range linit **** 

218 POKE 64C08,8:POKE 64C12,23 

220 ‘**** const galac jump **** 

230 POKE 44BFA, 2 

242 ‘**** const escap pod **** 

252 POKE 63849,2 

262 ‘**** No cargo loss on use of esc * 
272 PORE 63866,2 

262 ‘**** No energy loss **** 

290 PORE 6353, 2 

32 ‘*#** No laser temp rise **** 

319 PORE cvA4F,2 

322 ‘**** One hit to destroy ships **** 
332 POKE &7AA8,@ 

343 ***** Soast launch thargoids **** 
353 POKE 68968, 2 

362 ‘**** Miss able to blow up spst ** 
372 PORE GBAEF, 2 

368 ‘**** Cloaking (¥) **** 

392 POKE 44922,621:POKE 64996, 4F6:POKE 64926, 69 
igo ‘*eet Inf credits **** 

412 PORE GFE78,3:POKE &FES6, 618 

rats ‘tris ECM jammer fs & 

430 POKE 68932,618:POKE £48C3,2 

442 PORE £48CD.2 
450 ‘*#** Const energy bomb **#+ 

462 POKE &2F6A,2 

47@ ***** Remove flash **** 

488 POKE &2F7A,6C9 

493 ‘*#e* Make indestructable ***# 
500 POKE &787C,48:PORE &7561,08:POKE £1663, 6C3 
51g ‘**** Start prog **** 





523 CALL £1C82 © 





CHEAT MODE 
















, i Red Cheat on Red Heat as 1 ‘REDHEAT tape 
Helping the worm to turn PHIL HOWARD of Mapperley Arnie Schwarzenegger gets = 2 ‘by Phil howard 
gives the flyboys and jeepsters a chance to strike back in some real muscle in the 3 “INFINITE ENERGY 
Virgin's great shoot'em up Silkworm. Just to be fair both | form of infinite energy and 4 ‘Amstrad Action Oct89 
warriors get immortality, for a silky smooth trail to victory. | bullets. PHIL HOWARD 5 ‘INFINITE BULLETS 
Tape Method 1 helps us all to stop the traf- 6 * | 
fic in drugs and increase the #10 DATA 21,16, 85D, 36.C3,23 


traffic to the morgue. Tape 20 DATA 36, 0E, 23, 36, BE,¢3 
Method 1 30 DATA 9E,9A,21,17, BE, 22 
40 DATA 56,A6,C3,0F,A6,D0 
50 DATA 271,C0,a8,11,B2,00 
60 DATA CD, 4F,A8, 21, 2A, BE 
710 DATA 22, 70,A9,C3, eA, a8 
BO DATA AF, 32,EC,4C, 32, 0B 
90 DATA 56, 32,12,56,C3,00 
100 DATA 20 

110 y=0:MEMORY £5000 

120 FOR x=6BE00 TO sBE36 
130 READ aS:a=VAL("46"+a5) 
140 POKE x,a:y=yta: NEXT 
150 IF y<>616Al THEN 180 
160 LOAD’ REDHEAT” 

170 CALL &BEOO0 

PRINT data error'” ©@ 


_— 






1 ‘SILKWORM tape 
2 “by Phil Howard Poe ty 
3 ‘INFINITE LIVES 

4 ‘Amstrad Action Oct 89 

10 DATA 21,16, BD, 36,C3,23 
#0 DATA 36, 0E, 23, 36, BE, C3 
30 DATA D9,99,21,17,BE,22 * 
40 DATA 4E£,A6,C3,08,A6, DD 
50 DATA 21,58,A8,11,C2,00 
60 DATA CD, 47,A8, 21, 2A, BE 
70 DATA 22,78,A9,C3,E2,A8 
80 DATA 3E,00,32,69,4D,C3 
90 DATA FE, 99 

100 y=0 : MEMORY &5000 

110 FOR x=4BEO0 TO &BE31 

170 READ aS:a=VAL("é"+a5) 
130 POKE x, a:y=y+ta: NEXT 

140 IF y<>61623 THEN 170 
150 LOAD’ SILEWORM” 

160 CALL &BHEOO 

PRINT data error!” © 
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Bad news for Dragon Ninja with this tasty poke from MIKE gy. time and/or credits. Is rescuing the President that impor- 
WONG of Sale. It gives Ocean's quite naughty dudes the tant though? Chew it over when you finish the game! 
chance to turn real mean: the options are infinite lives, ener- Tape Method 1. 
| ; 170 DATA 00,00, 22, 4d, a6, 271 ! 
| 1 * BAD DUDES tape 180 DATA a0, be, 22, 50,a6,c3 ; 
2° by Mike Wong 190 DATA 00,a6,dd,21,ba,aa  / |] 
3° Amstrad Action Oct 89 #00 DATA 11, ab,00, cd, 49, af " 
10 MODE 1:MEMORY 69985 210 DATA 21,563, be, 22,63, a9 
20 FOR n=4BE80 TO sBEES 220 DATA c3,e4,a8,3e,a7, 32 
30 READ aS:a=VAL("4"+a5) 230 DATA 16,1f,32,51, 22, 3e 
40 PORE n,a:c=c+a:NEXT 240 DATA a7, 32, 54,1d, 38, 00 
50 IF e<>10100 THEN 360 250 DATA 32,cf,13,32,d8,13' 
| 60 FOR n=1 TO 4 260 DATA 3e,a/,32,07,15, 21 
70 READ aS,p,q 270 DATA db, be, 11,45, 5b, 01 
80 PRINT’Inf “+a$+" (y/n)”; 280 DATA Oe, 00,ed,b0,c3,00 
90 INPUT aS 290 DATA 80, 4d,495, 4b, 45, 20 
100 IF a$="y" THEN 120 300 DATA 57,4f,4e, 47,20, 5b 
110 PORE &BEOO+p,q 310 DATA 20,41, 41 
120 NEXT: CLS 320 DATA energy, &b4, &3d 
130 LOAD"!”: CALL &BEsO 330 DATA lives, &ébc, 63d 
140 DATA 3e,c3,21,68e, be, 32 340 DATA time, &c1,1 
150 DATA 16, bd, 22,17, bd, c3 350 DATA credits, &6c9, 63d 
160 DATA be, 99, od, 37, bd, 21 360 PRINT’Error...” ae 


BG AMSTAAD ACTION 
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Penetrate. Dominate. Conquer. Cheat! If you've failed to master System 3's 
Dominator then rejoice because PHIL HOWARD is here to save the world. 
Immortality is yours to help defeat the beast with an appetite for anything plan- 
et-sized or smaller. Tape Method 1 


70 DATA 22,61,A9,C3,E2, AS 


1 ‘DOMINATOR tape BO DATA 3E,00, 32, 36,07,C3 
2 ‘by Phil Howard 90 DATA 00,05 

3 ‘INFINITE LIVES 100 y=0-:MEMORY 65000 

4 ‘Amstrad Action Oct#9 110 FOR x=6BE00 TO £BE31 
10 DATA 21,16, BD, 36,C3, 23 120 READ aS: a=VAL("a"+a5) 
20 DATA 36, 0E, 23, 36, BE,C3 130 POKE x, a: y=y+a:NEXT 
30 DATA 9E, 9A, 21,17, BE, 22 140 IF ye>él13B0 THEN 170 
40 DATA 4£,A6,C3,08,.A6,DD 150 LOAD’ DOM™ 

50 DATA 21,B8,A8,11,AB,00 160 CALL &BEOO 

60 DATA CD, 47,A8,21, 2A, BE 170 PRINT’ data error'” ©@ 


Real Ghostbusters 


Do you wanna be a Real Ghostbuster? Get those fingers typing, because MIKE WONG has gone disk- 
busting and brought back the secret of infinite lives from the other side. (Disk.) 


1] ‘RGB = Disk 110 PORE 4BFOT, 680 

< ‘Amstrad Action Oct 89 120 PORE SBFO8, 64E 

3 ‘Mike Wong 130 CALL &6BEFB 

10 PRINT’ INSERT DISC...” 140 PORE «4SF15, &3F 

#0 CALL SBBLE: MODE 2 150 CALL &BEFE 

30 PRINT’1. DISC TO NORMAL 160 IF n=? THEN |CPM 

40 PRINT’2. INF LIVES” 170 PRINT’DISC OR...” :END 
50 FOR n=6BEFB TO é8F 17 180 DATA 21,00,40,11, 00,00 
60 READ aS:a=VAL("&"+a5) 190 DATA Oe, 41, df, 15, bf, 271 
70 PORE n, a:c=c+a:NEXT DATA Od, bf, 22,ab,40,c%9 
80 IF e<>2552 THEN 230 710 DATA 3e, a7, 32,51, 65, c3 
90 PRINT: INPUT n 220 DATA 80, de, 3c, cO, 07 
100 IF n=2Z THEN 130 30 PRINT’Error...” @ 








Did you follow last month's map for 100 DATA MEGAPOWER 

Barbarian IT to Drax's lair, only to get 110 DATA 23, 72,146, &b7, 6dé 

chopped down in a few quick hacks? 120 DATA 23,72,147,491,410 

Fear not, for hacking hero MIKE WONG 130 FOR n=é8000 TO s800E 

comes to your aid with infinite lives, 140 READ a5 -a=VAL("4"+a5) 

energy and the mysterious mMegapower. 150 POKE n,a:NEXT: MODE 2 

What does it do? There's only one way 160 PRINT’ INSERT BARB 2.. 

to find out! (Disk.) 170 PRINT WRITE PROTECT OFF!” 
180 CALL 4BB18 

1 ‘Barbarian II - disk 190 FOR n=l TO 3 

2? ‘Amstrad Action Oct 89 200 READ q$:PRINT q$, 

3 ‘Mike Wong 210 INPUT” (y/n)”;a$ 

10 DATA 21,00,40,11, 00, 00 220 FOR pel TO 2 

20 DATA Oe,00,df,0c,80,c9 230 READ t,s,a.b,r 

30 DATA 3c, c0, 07 240 PORE 4£8005,t 

40 DATA INFINITE LIVES 250 POKE 48007.s 

50 DATA 24, 66, é6af, 61, 6a7 260 PORE £800C,463C 

60 DATA 24, 66,éaf, 61, 6a/7 270 CALL 68000 

70 BATA INFINITE ENERGY 280 x=£4000+a 

BO DATA 23, 72,278, 50,58 290 IF a$S="y" THEN PORE x,Fr 

90 DATA 23,72, 402,50, 58 300 IF aS="n” THEN PORE x,5 









CHEAT MODE 


a 





" WE RE WOT WERE JO EAT # 


Firebird's Rick Dangerous, explorer extraodi- 
naire, had better change his name to Rick Quite 
Safe, Actually: MIKE WONG of Sale gives the 
alternative Indy everything he could ever 
dream of: infinite lives, bullets and bombs. Let 
the good times - and that large stone - roll! 
Disk. 


1 "Rick Dangerous - Disk 

2 ‘Amstrad Action Oct 89 

3 "Mike Wong 

10 FOR n=&BE80 TO &HEAA 

#0 READ aS: a=VAL("é"+a$) 

30 PORE n,a@:c=c+a:NERT 

40 IF e<>3183 THEN 220 

50 FOR n=0 TO 2:READ a5 

60 PRINT’Inf “;a$;" (y/n)"; 

70 INPUT aS 

BO IF aS="y" THEN 100 

90 POKE sBE96+n*3, 621 

100 NEXT 

110 PRINT’ Insert RICE...” 

170 CALL GBB1E:MODE 1 

130 CALL &6BES0O 

140 DATA 21.,00,01,11,00, 00 
| 150 DATA Oe, 41,df,a2?, be, 71 

160 DATA 94, be, 22,25,01,c3 

170 DATA 00,01, 3e,a7, 32,¢3 

180 DATA 86, 32, 35, 9F, 32, 90 

190 DATA 9f,¢3, 50,50, 3c, c0 

200 DATA O07, lives, bullets 

210 DATA bombs 

220 PRINT“Error..." © 


310 PORE 4800C, 43F 
320 CALL 68000 

330 NEXT p,n 

340 |ceu @ 
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Ps, 


i i 
if 
ol ie: 


HACKING 





Part five of PHIL HOWARD'S chips. Each has been selected to perform a and @ach other via a senes of electrical con 


i , ; SPeciic tasx, and for the most part they act nections Known as the bus (don't ask me 
series on the joys of hacking Independentiy. The Central Processor Unit just read last month's instalment from Stuart 
finds him with a bag of chips. runs the show, crunching the numbers and McColl'), which you can see an extension of 

interpreting Une instructions ‘he labeled “expansion socket,” sticking out of the 
Laiways amazes me - but then, | am easi Programmable Sound Generator creates the hack of your keyboard. Each chip has its own 
ly amazed —- how at the lowest levels ol noises, whue the Cathode Ray Tube address, called a port, which is, as it were. its 
computing, hardware and soltware are Controller deals with the visuals etc. In order telephone number. By sending data out to a 
practically indistinguishable, in that both lor the computer to work, though, there needs specific port you can write new information 
retain Ue DITLAMarks Ol an earlier electronic to be some Contact be tween these functions into that chip, and, Dy receiving Gata in y 
theory. Electronics never was my strong This is dealt with by the CPU, which commu Can read what 
Pont, Dut it's true to say that the better you nicates Dy sending instructions out to the 


understand internal structures, the easier and chips and getting information about the 
more logical sottware and hardware manipu- system back in from them 


/ A 
| x 2»foe 









lations Hecome ['m lucky to have Stuart These in and out instructions are the 
McGoll’s hardware series running along side lowest form of language that you are like 
DY side tt certainly is a bonus, since it lays a ly to encounter, and while it's essential to 
Great deal ol the ground work [or many pro- Know that this is going on, its very much eas- 
gramming techniques ler to use the higher level implementations 
Right, that’s enough crawling. This month (Basic and ROM routine), and not get person 
were going to have a bash at the keyboard ally involved. [If you want to understand the 
and that means straying into hardware terri- full picture, however, there's a lot to be said 
Lory (not strictly my patch). But then, as | [or spending a little time and effort finding 
sald, at the lowest level it's all the same Out Not only the way they work, but also what 


they are capable of doing for you. Some dam 


Bag of chips age may be caused il these instructions are 


Inside the CPC, all me deol “icking along to the executed IMpPrudently, §0 dont use them al 
synchronised rhythm of the system clock, are random {just to see what they do) ® A cheat for the 





a ree F 


@ sneéell silicon Basically each chip is linked to the CPU 


a number of individual, of tl Oliver twins” 

Treasure Island Dizzy: press 0.A,5.C.P and 
SPACE together to stari, keep them pressed 
until he disappears, then 2.%,M and K move 


location 








Rotten cheat! 

|! ) a 

The Oliver twins’ method and style in programming makes r. ee | | 

them, in my opinion, the best of the “cheap'n'cheertul" teams. ~ | : . £ | @ In and out instructions can be executed 

Technically they may not be the most proficient operators in the \ | oe = | from Basic or from M/C code. You may 

world, as I'm sure they themselves would admit, but they seem to . 4 remember last month sending new data out 

have an uncanny ability to anticipate what it is their target audience Me | a to the Gate Array at port &7F00 and altering 

wants from them. ea . 4 | Te, the computer's memory configuration 
Symptomatic of their craftsmanship are the password-driven | oe q ; 

cheat routines they build into their games. | know, however, that they feel that revealing their chagi Press for action 

words shortens the life of their games. Superficially the keyboard is very strangely 


that chip is up to 


Bob Adams of Welwyn Garden City (hi Bob!) has similarly indicated his concern that cheats spoil sivas being Spul up into 10 blocks (0 
games. “Although | am mainly an adventure fan," he writes, "I've noticed that my children stop playing to 9) each having 8 keys (0 to 7), it can be 


a game once they have used a cheat on it.” thought of as 10 separate ipads li you've 
| am in two minds. On the one hand difficulty levels are often pitched rather too hard for my liking, ever looked at the key number diagram (6128 
but on the other there are some games which really are ruined by cheats, owners have it printed on top of the disk: 

even if they are the exception rather than the rule. Do you remember drive, 464 owners will find it in the manual) 

Sorcery, Total Eclipse, Way of the Exploding Fist? Having said that how you will have noticed that the numbers 


i. | r r i j , re 
many of you have got even near to finishing Renegade Ii! or Afterburner? | appear randomly distnbuted. This is due to 
know | haven't! ————— the way the 10 X 8 matrix fits onto the rectan: 


guiar keyboard. The Key numbers are speci 


In the end it comes down to personal choice - FF ais 
but of course that means there mustbeachoice.| [™ ¢€ i? ed Oy iin ee er ee An 


and thei 


' int | nume within the block using the formul: 
have long thought it would be useful if games writ- number within the block. using the formula 


ers could build in cheats which enhance play at all | get BEE Block No. times 8, plus the number in the 

skill levels, complementing the game yet allowing =) Fp Pe = DIOCK Thus ee 

an easier version for the average player. ii ee a In DOCK No. 9, the th 
What do you think? Write and give your views to: Phi! Howard's A aii L © number 47 (space bar) 


Cheat!, Amstrad Action, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ. =. era © In block no 0, the 2nd. key (0x8+2), is key 
a er * number 02 (cursor down) 


In block no. 2, the Oth. Key (2x6+0), 1s Key 


key (5x8+7), is key 
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number 16 (Clr) 

Information from the 
Keyboard is Supplied to the 
CPU by another chip, the 
Parallel Peripheral Interface 
using those same low 
Land out instructions 
method of act 


level 
The 
essing tne 
rather complex, as 
the chip has to be tet up 
before It is ¢"30 used 


ior one 


OAala is 


Use 
Cait as 
ing data 


things, 
and wr 


Ti ar a) Pee 
re a ee 


ar, | bi = ‘ih Be ot 9 b 
Loui bol AE Lape PLE LEE act | ] a | i al? A it ial ¥ enn LAF IT i LT} Oil 
hs ly = fa il a Pee eee Gee 
o the sound generator etc. The Firmware om 
P| oi a = ed a ey ee per | i mic | 
a 
Ae yr I = wee a % 'E 5 i" oe ' S 
Clee Lic alle mots an explanation Dut ni t It most program Ls hs 
L TT oe hm ip oe mete a a “7 2 oe sy 
mrt ben eae CLAIR EUED. Lees f af cl cl 


tells the chip u the data will be 


1) cans gure data IN by 
7 ell he chip which 
look at on channel C.. 
‘BIT 6 needs to be SET) 
3) Cheek if any keys 
pressed on channel A 
This returns 
in meen to make sense of It: 
The bit number reset (0) mncic 


_ pressed 


Out 


IS Del 


SEF = 
&FD = 
&FEB = 
ary = 
&EF = 
&DF = 
&BF = 
iF = 
As I sald 
JIOCPOUIe a 
mercial programmer 
explained it. You don't 
write this sort of code, 


lOOKS like. Keyboards Joystick de 


11111110 = 
11111101 = 
11111011 = 
11110111 = 
11101111 = key 4 
11011111 = key 5 
10111111 = key 6 
O1111111 = key 7 


f- thee ve 
before, this 15 a 


key 0 
key | 
key 2 
key 3 


which 


have 


@ The Dizzy pause routine 
(right) calls to saB1E and 
checks numbers pressed 
agains! what's slored af £75A7 
~api to by Ix). (Numbers 
BLGTSAT OPO G33, B32. B22 
£36, £32, £23, £30 


‘JA and ifr 


A :g 
+i 
af i 
at ie 
| 
. a - 
JE 
rT 
rT 
AL 


& 


i» 


Chay Sat ft 


in that block are 
IN &F400 
a number that must be examined 


ales 


W i =, [ WF 


nd really only of interest 


to be 
just to 





® Here's one for all you Advanced 
Pinball Simulator fans: pause, then type 
H.E.N.L.E.¥. = now J,4 and C do strange 
things to the Ball... 





ul a ies 
SOLLer fot 


Verer Fee) S&S “Taha hl 
ely ae J 


Bib bat A be 


te? Lal age 


me rh + th 
iy OLE OF le OW 


whch up the ke y 


4 and fi 


ump Bios 
&FSOO BLOCK the 


Deng 


by the same 


ave 


Kept 


wich Key Att py 


lads!) 


ly lor une cheat 


Such is life, Still. 


INStMICHIONS (at 
ne incedence of in instr 
tines routines do use 1 
A searcn 
instruct on & ED & 78 dan A, 
* ly) at &F BOO: there is lu ana i 
for chal i A at &P/ U0 

In or out 
The = uence to read the keyboard is loc 
setting bits 1 
1 the control channel. out &F 00, a32 ae 
BLOCK you want to 


[he routines Start 


onentation 
devices within a program, 
as yous _— 


of the best 


— 
—- 


Sure 


Might ; as ; well jump 
lf the program doesnt use 
Lhe jump blocks Things get 
slightly more complicated, 
5 there will be a custom 
Hut routine Duned some- 
where in the code. Finding 
would be difficult if 
didn't already 
accessing the PPI 


that 
YOU know 
about 
last!) 

uctions within 
> VETY inw Sound and cas- 
t, but there is 


a game needs, other than 


throu gh the memory for the 
| Kn. a eh 
Ch). (or less usual- 


rin instructions) 4 ehoutd turn 


hoard ‘eonthan If Vou can then find 


address, any calls to that 


cation Wil Check a Keypress 

It just so happens that up unt 
16 Oliver twins’ 
“KR method 
cheat words for Dizzy and so on. Lately | 
have had a chance to look al 
Pinball Simulator and Treasure {sland Dizzy, 
AUTNOrS. 
hanged to using the 
their 
buying Fast rood 


i] recently 
games have always used the 
[ told you in AA46 about 


the Advanced 


[t is clear that they have 
2 direct chip method, hi 

buill in cheats {well es 
however, sole 
I find that there isn’ 


Ihe game $s preity 


i : of tig Sitehace A = Ts 7 = 
] { it j ; i] fa bil Lis month, i ks nex me 
| ko PTT iT 1 : 
vot 1 give ne LAL CD al OUNRD dno 
ae f ff ¥ "aos ot ome | ral 
il | Bet | i tal 5 = =i od | int eF a 


Check your pulse 


Ls te sal F — 

Deep within 
complicated the system cloc 
al a 


el) a pri 


fa COM 
ve 


able to 


is W wh y cessor 
per second 
Bach instruct 


a a a Le 
NUMBer ot 


Know what if 


PPeCtTION 1 one 


the CPU 

CH. It 
op a | a ee pS oh 

Pe Wleal RENE 


A hihe 
al 4 Minz. of. 


a fa ae 


lurks what 

iS a Gevice aia pulses 
i a ee ed op - 

in the case of the CPUS 


f million aie 


on takes the CPU a specifi 
pulses to process, $0 paibal 


® Pinball Sim (lett) is slight- 
ly different. It uses the hard- 
ware port al éFéo0 to read 
the keyboard, and has the 
key numbers Guill into the 
program. Port F600 is 
selected al £1246: Port 
EF400 is selected al 61250: 
then the IN A, (C) al £125F 
gets the keyboard into. 








slowly then 1! 


There 1s a 


HACKING 


Key to cheating 


There are in essence two styles of M/C code 
programming on the Amstrad.-The first 
makes use of the machine's built in facilities 
in the shape of ROM routines accessed via 
the jump blocks. They are extremely flexible, 
but are for that reason slow and mainly of 
use to amateurs who want some help with 
basic M/C functions, but who aren't terribly 
worried about the final speed of the program. 

The second style is to ignore the M’C's 
routines, and write your own specifically for 
the program. These tend to be less flexible 
bul suit the needs better. The benefits are 
vast increases in speed and efficiency. 

if you have a program thal uses the jump 
blocks (they are in the minority), locating 
where it scans the keyboard is easy. The 
ROM routine performing that function is at 
&BB1E (KM TEST KEY): all calls to &2BB1E 
read a keypress. The method is to load the 
“A” register with the key number and then 
call &BB1E. if the selected key is being 
pressed then on return the zero flag will be 
false (RESET). Looking through the program 
and noting all values in “A” when &BBi1E is 
called will tell you which keys are being 
checked for. 

But so what’? Well, you remember origi- 
nally (months ago) | told you that it is worth 
looking through programs for built-in 
cheats? If you find the program is scanning 
for keys that aren't in fact supposed to be 
used, the chances are that they are there to 
access/manipulate routines not usually visit- 
ed. Such as cheats... 


Cs <= aL se mo se Se ee a 
hele nae mee het agai Deo hie 


y, each takes a finite tim execut 
o) in pile lle i f "I 
I Gil r | Li Ww il ‘+> na b a | a i 
ES ; med in mic Seconds ul 45 a 
GTOUD, OF Progra he time taken soon acdc 
- P ' hand rh ALLS 


Programmers mostly work within very 
light cons i a 


+b PF 
LELE iL 


Lraints oO: time Game runs (od 
trat le (} { 
TAKES 


those 


IS dees sO IS a 
ae Land how long 3 
nner ava tO shay 
nas which make the dif 
bore and a vital, excuting 
game you'd rush out to buy and piay ti 


ROM routines 


ee i a oe ee 
i 1 J 
PTUCT LOO &)0% 


PeETVTEen Wihiat 
rf = Of 
few 


ference between a 


Vilal MICrO-sect 


Oeat! 
§ unique internal 
PXCeLENE as they are, Derilorm 


OpOsItiOn In most comer 


ri iI er 
ii f i, | 
i 
bt i: era 
i 


Clal Games lt lalIVely SIOW Speed ana 6 
it architecture of the 280 chi responsible 
for limitations when compared to qames on 
he 16 bit Atan and Amiga 

Despi what you mi hink, and wha 
thers may tell you, an equival puality 
game é CPC 15 in fa Orit { DOSSIDEE 
Bu f Wo Play Slovy 


Motion! © 
Fearless Phil continues to hack 


his way into the undergrowth in next month's 
Insider Dealing. Don't miss it! 
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im And stil! new entries to Helpline come 
llooding in - this whole page is dedicat- 
ed to entries received just in the past 
month or so! It seems, too, that there are 


more new arrivals to the CPC asking for 
help than ever before - which must be a 
good thing. Why don't you find yourself a 


pen-pal from this lot? - Steve 


Haip wanted for Captain Blood, Wriggier, Driller and 
Dizzy: a list of 125 pokes, from whch you may choose 
five, if you help me with at Jeast two of these 

Ross McClintock, 109 Crawfordsburn Rd, Bangor. 
County Down, WN. Ireland BT19 1BJ 


Help with Basic M/Code: will debug programs. Send on 
tape (for M/Code, send as ASC source listing, on tape) 
Will write M/Code programs. All free 

Thomas Jolly, 5 Trinity Terrace, Corbridge, Northum- 
= 043471 2804, evenings only 


Basic programs witten for your needs. Send tape or disk 
with a PO for £1 

5. Giddings, 31 Lulworth Walk, Merry Hill, Wolverhamp- 
ton, West Midlands WV4 4Y5 


Advice wanted on selection of suitable midi interface, 
keyboard synth & software. Also vwiat's the limit to acdd- 
on deviess hung on 61287 

Derek Tatam, "Littlecroft,” Stanton Rd, Forest Hill, 
Oxford OX9 1DT © OB677 3226 


Penpals wanted: 9-11 
Hadyn Hughes, 15 Chase View, Ettingshall Park, 
Wolverhampton WV4 60N 


Two text-only adventures (150 locations} in early "Chas- 
gic Adventure’ tradition, Only £1.50, including p&p 
Bill Clows, 33 Beresford Rd, Blackburn BB1 8BG 


Listings and basic screens printed, &p per page. Also 
will print out letters &c 25p each. Send SAE 
Andrew Byles, Tweedmount, Lower Rd, Hartlip, Kent 


Super Robin Hood and Vampire wanted - will buy or 
exchange. Help on Dizzies, Wiz Ball and lots more pokes. 
Paul Harris, 50 Stonechat Ave, Abbeydale, Gloucester 
GL4 9XE 0452 414925 (PS his sister wrote thus for 
him) 


Type in any Type [In from AAI6 onwards (or from any 
accurate listing) for 1p per line and debug programs at 
same price, Also addresses of many important Amstrad 
companies 

Christopher Street, 43 Ridgedale Rd, Bolsover Der- 
byshire $44 6TX * 0246 827135 after 5pm 


Pokes for Xevious, Tempest, Laght Force, Grand Prix 
Sim, Short Circuit, Thrust. Into Oblivion, Olle & Lisa and 
Combat Zone. Send SAE. tape & 30p per game 

159 Rawreth Lane, Rayleigh, Essex 556 9RN /- a name 
would be nice! = ed) 


Basic programs written (price on application), pokes for 
all games (send large SAE for details) Pe 
Graham, 63 Oatland Gardens, Leeds, West Yorks L57 
18L 


Malbordus Software tape-disk for 40p. Basic unprotected 
for 10p (tape-disk), files unerased for 10p (Basic, binary, 








NEW ENTRIES 


ASCIL disk only). If you've written an M/C prog I can 
convert i to run from an RSX (bar command) for 10p 
(disk only) — and Jote of other stuff (too much to print) 
Adrain Forbes, 37 Victoria Rd, Gourock, Scotland, PA19 
1DF 


Pm trying to contact Mr D Wong of Yorkshire, but I've 
lost his achdress: 

Christopher Bowler, 318A Wrythe Lane, Carshalton, 
Surrey SM5 LAF (you're sure you dont mean Mike 


Penpal wanted to share tips, pokes, games (Renegade 
Game Over and many more). All leliers answered 
PO 3TR 





Lots of help on Logo (advice, printouts), 2)p per help. 
Send SAE 


Need help on Predator desperately — will pay for cheat 
modes of pokes 

Nick Owers, 35 Bar Lane, Stapleford, CB2 
5BJ 


Wanted! AA22 and 30. Your (sensible) price paid 
J Drake, 44/46 High 51, Rawcliffe, Wr Goole, Humber- 
side DN14 BOW 


Please help: new 6128, know nothing’ Am cisahled so 
cant gettoclasseseic | 
C Russell, 57 Brookside Close, §. Harrow, Middx HA2 
SAW 


Help! | need Cyrus 0 Chess on disk; and English 
instructions for “Late Computer People." Your (sensible) 
offer paid 

A Mahon, 34 Gorsedale Park, Wallasey, Merseyside L44 
9HE & 051 630 4337 


Listings typed for 25p per 1,000 characters or 1 mode 1 
screen 26 lines, including p&p. No M/C. Send tape, Lst- 
ings, POvchaque to 

Paul Campbell, 20 Ballyvester Grove, Bangor, Co Down 
BT19 2RL 


Help! Frustrated Vindicator desperaiely needs anagram 
solutions for level 1 and passwords for Jevels 2 and 3 
borough &012 SNR 


Help on Matchday I, Operation Wolf, Emlyn Hughes, 
Microprose Soccer, Run the Gauntlet, Barbarian II, Star- 
quake and most latest games. Disk backup, tape to disk. 
Multiface, Penpals wanted, overseas contacts very wel- 


Come 
Y. Pang, 12 Rheingold Way, Wallington, Surrey SM6 
ONA 


Penpal wanted between 10 14 
Sandip Rao, 76 Mellitus St, East Acton, London W12 
01 749 5231 (between 6.30-8 30pm weekdays) 


Tapeitape, disk/disk, tape/disk, disk/tape (yes / think 
we get the idea - ed). Send SAE, blank tape/disk cheat 
disk one, send SAE £2 & blank disk to get 125 pokes for 


rape 
Carl Wilson, 64 Fishponds Ad, Kenilworth, Warks, CV8 
1EZ 


Anyone got an AAI? they're willing to part with? Pen- 
pals needed age 12-14. All letters answered. 6128 owne! 
Mark Berbezier, 47 Lakeen Rd, Intake, Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire, DN2 SHB ® 0302 323266 (6-9pm) 


Whole listings, documents & reports typed in for you! 
Anything printed, high quality results. Quick. reliable, 





[p per line, send copy of text, blank tape (optional), SAE 
to J Hale, 8 Witcombe Close, Kingswood, Bristol B515 
@RY & 0272 611987 


Tapes for taping only 10p or will swap for taping, send 
aE 

Phillip Kenna, 10 Jubilee Terrace, Middleton, Manch- 
ester M24 2LU = 061 654 8326 after 6pm 


64 owner wants female penpal, 19+ (photo required) 
Tony, 30 Foxes Croft, Barnham, Bognor Regis, W. Sus- 
ex POZ2 OJT 


Penpals wanted, all over the work. regariless of sex, 
willing to teach me M/Code. [ also have Cheats to swap, 
Gryzor, Metal Army, Arkanoid, Zoxls, Target Renegade 
and more 

Thanh Truong, 36 Stanley St, Burwood 2134, Australia 


Disk to disk: just send 0p (J for £1), SAE. game and 
disk. Also loadsa Multiface pokes. send §0p plus SAE for 
hull last 

Brian Doyle, 18 Doyle Road, Turmers Cross, Cork, Ire- 
land 


Maps for copying - over 60 including Dizzy. Thrust, 
Drider, Dark Side, Exoion, Trantor & others. Sond 10p per 
nap for photocopying. Penpals wanted too! Can pi one 
get me a good deal on Galactic Games or Knight Games 
2) Anyone wanna buy Laser Basic? 

Northampton, NN2 7SY * 0604 716057 


Help on Crazy Cars | & I, N. Mansel] Grand Prix, Twin 
Turbo Vi, Typhoon, Barbarian [] and more. Basic debug- 
ging: send tape. listings & 5p. Maps for R-Type and 
more. Penpals wanted! 

Richard Corbin, 5 Lister Court, Yoakley Rd, London 
Ni6 OBE 


Penpal wanted, age 10-12, 454 owner 
Richard Westwood, 238A High St, Chasetown WS7 
BXH 


Help! Instruction leaflets wanted for Ten C 
Nos 2 & 3 by Beau Jolly 
E. Hitchen, 19 Wingate Ave, Nutgrove, St Helens, 


Penpal wanted, 1zyo. Games like Pacland, Op Woll 
Matenhday I, Footie Manager Il, Arkanoid fl and more 

2 Lilac Ave, Beech Hill, Wigan WN6 80OU 7 0942 493211 
(a name would be a nice idea! - ed) 


Lamputer Hits 


Penpal wanted for iz yo 
Gavin Clark, 2 Thanington Court Farm, Thanington 
Rd, Canterbury, Kent CT1 JXF 


Help wanted on [kari Warnors - anyone got 4 poke of 
something | could use? 

Martin Fan, Flat 6, 251 Brays Rd, Sheldon, Birmingham 
B20 2UL 


Penpals please for l4yo willing to send/receive on Mini 
Office IL. Also listings typed, Ip per line. Send tape & 
listings & POvcheques 10 

Paul Campbell, 20 Ballywester Grove, Bangor, Co 
Down, Northern Ireland BT19 2RL 


Penpal, 14yo, wanted to share games, ips, pokes. Any 
one got an AAI? 

David Lee, Antigmor Rising Sun, Harrowbarrow, Call- 
ington, Comwall PL17 BJE 


AMX Stop Press users! Send £3 and blank disk for 4 
pages of excellent clip art and extra fonts. Listings pnnt 
ed 10p per page (send tape/cisk) 

James Garside, “Taliesin,” Rhodfa Anwyl, Rhuddlan, 
Rhyl, Clwyd, LL16 25F 


Anyone got Donkey Rong (Ocean, tape) lo seu’ 
Colin Wason, 6 Woodside, Dailly by Girvan, Ayrshire 


Help! New lo 464, soaking pen pals over 20yo 
S. Neill, 125 Eli Bank Rd, Eltham, London SE9 10N 


Mans for photocopying: Wizhball, Race v Time, Dizzy I. 
Game Over [, Ghost Hunters, Platoon. Send 25p & SAE 
Need help on some games 

Stephen Cumb, 14 Highlees Ad, Mixenden, Halifax, 
West Yorkshire HX2 §TF 





AA BUYERS 
Similar to but faster than DMP?160 Accents all [BM and 


EE Se ee ee i. Rha ob 


Amstrad DMP4000 
e 0279 454555 
E349 + VAT @ AAZ0 


1 o 1 T | A t = = i= 
BX. Crunchie welt? Carnage, and Peay wes atross tha 





Amstrad LQ3500 
vt 0279 454555 





This 1s the place to find what software and | 
hardware is available for your CPC. We list Pyraword 


‘ait = oo = = i . 


aa ol oa = Se 


programs by category, and provide produc- Discovery = 0742 753423 Pon erie cesar leg 
er; phone number; price; issue in which the | €14%Stape,£17.95disk@AAIS MO 


eo 


item was reviewed; and last but not least, 
a brief description of the program's features 
and, where appropriate, shortcomings. 

But don't take our word for it: if you're 
in doubt read the original review before 
you splash out, and make sure by asking 
the person you're buying from that it meets 
your particular needs. Best of all is a 
try-out, if you can find a friend who has 
what you're thinking of buying. 


Ll a J . 
Citizen 120D 
= 0800 282692 
£199 + VAT @ AAd 
Dimensions. 3.7 kgs, and 370mm x 90mm x 238mm, Draft 
quality is ‘dotty,’ and poor, but NLO is share and simple. A 
CULLET DEMEST, WILT Cable fo [Ne COMmpULeD Gannected an the 
side. Manual includes a complete written breakdown 


fee orto re erie ry y na oe ml Pik re ne | 
Le PC LS i ES ad ser Lb? iJ 


Epson LX800 ~— 
= 01 S02 BB9?2 
£279 * VAT @ AAZS 





& WORD PROCESSING | 


re “a - 
= C ji 





Brunword 6128 SB mE ga ge oer roe 
Brunning Software t 0245 252854 dation don’ a “ua °° °° Epson EX800 
£16.50 tape, £25 disk @ AAZ4 7 01 902 8892 

eu OF GU COUT ht om ecHet 2 UO SRS MT Tasword £629 +VAT@ AA29 
Tasman Software = 0532 4388301 sees ee 
464. 464D, 6128, £19.95 tape, £24.95 d 


ry Suitable for exnanded 125K 


eo 


Fe ey ee a Te | : : =a o) Se -poe ' 
3 ia C4 eo! 1 wee = * 7 iy :. es 
ha s bbe PLE be ak all PE LEEE & eS eg a a pe ad 
! = =, is ion | 
isk @ AA} eT Diariom & a F rr Pt bel a fe 5 r f 
2 Lede’ ee be i atta i 
b os oe er | = 
st 2 ae Fa F 10 woe ' re | 


" ap | 
1 LS ce ee tel | 


Pendown ey SH SO VERT 
A complete tutorial in the theory and practice of word pro ee £399 + VAT @ AA29 


ITP nackace Wordstar ind R n un styles of NLO 3 

wt Micropro/Cumana 7 0483 571666 wr i vce suey Aaubuien ff is 
Protext £49.95 disk (CPM) @ AA1 aah ctie tata il i 
Arnot * 0733 68909 Files can be as big as the space —— - como 
£19.95 tape, £26.95 disk, £39.95 ROM @ AA gram, with huge manual and a layout like p 


Wall @ TUNCOOn, 11s in Loere .. § aeihen ' ; ‘ Panasonic KXP3 1 31 U 


& 0753 73181 


~T £335.25 (discont.) @ AAZ9 


lee Bebe 1 ee Ea ET 
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Mini Office Il 
Database Software * 0625 878888 eee 
£14.95 tape, £19.95 disk @ AAG vaya aa cepa ccuanestsaes ai ase e 
If you dont need full specificaten Min Office IT isfor you apa ernest dies telnet yi ei 
iy Remarkably cheap for Amstrad DMP/2160 eT 
| word processor, database = 0279 454555 Mannesmann Tally MT81 
ee erenenedt, os £149 including VAT @ AAG = 0734 788711 


Comms soliweare anc ov ; 
ad throwoh freant: printer must be above paper but ading £149 T VAT @ AAS 
more. Packaging and doo- | hrowoh front: printer must be above paper: but nadine 


I a ne i tl L. La ag Fe be 
Aj a 
ef at | 


GOntinudUs stationery 16 easy Poor NLO mode. £5 for ribo Dimensions: sUmm x 100mm x zpsmm, weight, 4.5 kas 
umentation is good, and * i 
r _ + in a menu LW Ber oe athe inan a bargain FTints Fp ST] und [BM Cire | nS. fait ite ry Quality 1s 
PEC 15 WOT Uf @ Mme ] | uare | ear ear | | i 1 TT 


| environment 


Amstrad DMP31 60 a ' tas ada aig are ae ; laren Pog 
#0279 454555 that you have to buy the appdications manual. Certainly 4 
£199 + VAT @ AA29 very good buy 
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py 
AA BUYERS 
Panasonic KXP1081 


e753 73181 
E219 +VAT @ AALS 


if 
| 1m | ‘] f 1 L | 1 i Ti z 
AU ds Loh ae LLL a | Lee, & ee eee pat 


Star LC 24-10 


© 01340 1800 

£399 + VAT @ AA47 

A low-cost 24 pin, 10 inch, 80 column Letter Quality 

printer: 8 resident fonts, all operabbe from the front oon- 

trol panel and 3 print vanatians. See the review in this 
| issue. page 22. 





Star LC-10 
© 01 840 1800 
£229/299 + VAT @ AA32 


rat PTT ! 
| eo i 


§ INTEGRATED 
PACKAGES 





Info-Script 
Brunning * 0245 252854 
£46 disk @ 1Z8K/256K only ® AA35 


| Mini Office II 
Database * 0625 678888 
| £14.95 tape, £19.95 disk @ AAG 


ASWOMSLIMgy 
| cheap word prooes- 
bor, database. 
| spreadsheet, 


graphics, comms 


and label printer 
all-in-one, it's Con- 
) tinued to sell, and 
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Protext Filer/Office 


Armor t O73 68909 
£24.95/£34.95 disk @ AA34 


Database that works comiomtaby with Frotext, has powerlu 


Pera sre 
i hada 


ry a a ie oe di r eat 
i rir re i 
1 gobo Pree e Le Lak ee ro isa 


I |: 2 = 4 
ii. bat LCRA Yeti 


B EDUCATIONAL 





PROGRAMS 


Amstrad Selection 
Fernleal Education t 0474 359037 
£25.95 disk/tape @® AAT 

For age range 7 to 12+: Eightprograms — inch 
stile, Market Stall The Perfume Hunter Ti 


E 
| 4 
‘ee oer hs roe F ro | rua bh 
ir ede. as oh =e eet = = | ee ee a 


Arc Master Pack Plus 
Arc Education t (472 812226 
E48 disk @ AAIZ 


Mo libessIvVe Dele Ue ih 


leakia 29 FQ terme a4 / ree art 
eee Gk hee Chere A de Fe bi PP x 


Lae lalate =p r t r 
fr tached a | LeELLSLE 


Kosmos 
Kosmos @ 05255 394? 
£9.95 tape, £13.95 disk® AA32 
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a 
me 
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Lick Re fi 
something & se J] 
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Funschool 2 
Database Software t 0625 B7BEES 
£9.95 tape, £14.95 disk@ AAG 

SO fare iS It hal educational soltwea: 
that tt mace the 

news pages ol th 


T. he Series 
Wl Ger 5 COM PAILeT 


Wordhang 
Bourne Education * 0794 523301 
£9.95 tape; £14.95 disk @ AA32 
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8 BUSINESS/ 
ACCOUNTS 


Protext Office 


Arnor t 0733 68909 


om 
op Latter toe bi teaan ree Ler aS ee eile 
Dea! Glib. wh, F aiiiwtblal § t 


a] eh ie Se 2p eee Pore Puce Tam Se) pees Se ee 
be ee I GOEL LO di Wo De es 
faq v7 a 
£19 disk | 


1 ' 14 7 a 
1 ot Leeda | bu Pre 





£34.95 @ CPM+, 6128 only @ AAM 


SD Microsystems range 
SD Microsystems = 0462 675106 

General Ledger @ £19.95 @ AAG 

sales Invoicer Pack @ £19.95 @ AAZ6 

small Traders Pack @ £24.95 @ AAZb 

stock Accounting System @ £39.95 @ 6128 only @ 
AA32 

SD Mic 





AtLast Plus 


Rational Solutions * 056681 511 
£39.95 @ CPM+, 125k machines only @ AA30 


Masterfile III 
Campbell Systems t 0378 77762 
£39.95 CPM+ @ AA30 


Random Access Database 
Minerva Systems @ 0392 437756 
£29.95 disk @ AAG 


] 7 r 
L. = r= == ee rf . re “ar = <j 
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Mastercalc 128 
Campbell Systems t 0378 77762 
£33 disk @ 128K machines @ AA4 


OLEDAS aid Ca 


Matrix 
Audiogenic Software = 01 861 1166 
£34.95 disk @ AAI 


Supercalc Il 
Amsolt/Sorcim @ 0277 230222 
£49.95 CPM+ @ AA4 | 


ue Excevent 


he 


AA anh alg 





oe | ZS] «CThe Informer 
Cracker | | Ram Music Machine | _ 
| | | | ais | Treasure Island Software t 0492 599549 
| Newstar Software t 0277 229509 . RAM Electronics (Datel) * 0782 744707 | £90 disk @ 4423 

£49.00 disk CPM+ @ AAQ NG | pisptgalartt £59.99 disk @ AA17 FOr creating animated displays, suitable for classToom and 
Spreadsheets must be created Al io one music package: Mich interface, sound sample shop window: takes text 

from scratch. Documentation . and music editor Sampler can handle one sample of must ) | andp 

good, COMMANnG Sequences soon o" . over a second. Midi controller software and music editor | Parroury Plus (see below 
learned. Mathematical functions - comprehensive. No through port, though, 90 464 users 
well done, with random num ma au must use tape version. And you cant edit live played 
bers catered for, Files limiter to , A: | Midi compositions. 


a LE Te ry ey ee A 
QTEDMUCS BN AMIMAled aiplays 
. a = roe 


1 . 
mutt 7 F i Ful a F om i 
f lj we ery : Pd i 
[LACUS Sil li ay. PTO RS Dees ie! 


| System 
CRL fF 01 §33 2918 
£14.95 disk/tape 
® AAlZ 





— RUN TROULGUIOL 
& SOUND nn Sone vote me 


Boasts ramge of pic- 
| fure manipulations 
Amdrum Speech Synthesizer acetal 
Cheetah t 0222 555525 DE'tronics (Datel) = 0782 744707 on finished pectures - 
£34.95 @ AA13 _ £29.99 ROM like a mini Quante 


Lae oe — a, 5 ey Ye ee ete foe i \ a, -F 
Daovtal drum machine. Editor soni versie vr St EE ee , ne DOW 1. ee i 
Maal ee eee peut ie Y belek 2 ss GU ve ay! iL bo 
se ah ] 1 ai Pons i 7 =9 — i 1 7). pha ce 2 *I 

r 1 ie i] i ‘ 


; ree ' i ea Le et = 
pee, el) a Oe Wl RUG i  ahyolie 


DHCP Midi Interface 


DHCP t 0440 61207 p re tr D} 
£69.95 uteri, L4. 95+ disk s' ware @ AA33 arrot y us 
Treasure Island Software = 0492 593549 


Dnt -P produce Midi software for vanous Midi interfaces fc 
£19.95 disk @ AA3O 








| Sworn rca ase! GEIeT a eo mot rem 
2) are INCOMPAUAe WIL Gach Oe! 


Micro Music Creator AMX Art ‘he list 0 Clonie anienalion: Note: cap.dom picture 
First Byte Software = 0225 765086 Database * 0625 878882 wnncindhalst Bice eis oa tee it 
£9.95 tape, £14.95 disk, £24.95 ROM @ AAI £59, 95 disk oe mouse) @ AAT 








A, music eo Mposer that lars ve i 1 out Shay ABS i =“ iff fb ae = . fener | if ‘afl La et i) 4%) wus aed Ey 45h ile | F Fa! Ik LiL. Electric Studio Light 
onscreen and play tune back Accents cant be inserted Alt oTUd0, Bul Mouse helps greatly “ola It, SDrayCans, | 
though. Other side is sampler to capture sounds from tap tures. circles and fost of other featur Pen 





ind play them through CPC. Excellent | 
ind play them through GE. Bxceuven! Flectric Studio t 0462 470222 


464) £24.99, £14.99 ROM @ 6128 £24.99 ROM 
only @AAl 


BECBUENE Crawing Soltiware, NcMucing 
Se, ne ; 





— Cherry Paint 
Miditrack Performer Siren Software t 061 228 1831 
EMR 0702 335747 £9.99 disk ° AA20 


£49.95 interface, £79.90/£89.90 tape/disk sware®@ ss net PR TES ae moves 08 et to various icons: 
Aaya Pulao ids wat vi mode 2 OMY, DUE TUN. LUTVes are aif 


Midi interface plus sequencing software to dive Midi 
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TE ee 


tinwen pl) st ew Pe esa ey t imuice = bioblow Pia oe le 
LODE BU) Seed ea, See i) TW a 


reconder, Excellent Adv a nced Art Studio 
Sound Blaster eos dak 8 AA 

Siren Software 7 061 228 1831 Recently revitalised. this 1s (he user-[ 
£34.99 @ AA23 

AMmpILer and pair of joudspeakers (hat plug into CPC for 


ae TM IT i Thal ths ni) Hythe i iy {te cis LT) 


| | i 

Midi Interface 

Silicon Systems * 061 848 8959 

£59.95 interface, £59.95 software @ AA26 

Useless alone, but software you can wse with it = DX? 
FRO], MTZ, 
D60 and C2101 

is diverse 

Soltware 


Vidi Digitizer 
Rombo Productions * 0506 414631 
£89 95 @ AA15 





ibs | i - 10 | 
— Vary, | I iL. lil «a { a {i | CH Ly Lah Lt 
and lack pre- iaias rt us 
ai. a uit i vel | oe 
sentation of , , 


EMR 


LEH DART Scanner 


High pertor- 


Manoe C5 @ AA 7 0502 515707 ® Corrections, additions or ideas for sactions to be 


rach readina device to vour DMIP2000. 2000 or 7160. Feed included are welcome. Drop a line to: AA Buyers, 
in picture to printer: device reads in picture as B/W image Amstrad Action, 4 Queen St, Bath BAI 1EJ 
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Don't miss out! 
AA 50 = an extra 
special unbirthday 
Issue = 15 oul on 
Thursday October 12: 


reserve a copy now! 





Oh we did have a luverly birthday, thanks very much (pass the jelly and custard, Pat) 


Read all about it... all the competition winners! Read all about 


Crumbs, have we got a lot of compe- 
tition winners to sort out! 
(Rhetorical question.) OK, here 
goes... 


Lightgun Competition 
(AA47) 


What games, we asked, would con- 
vert best for the Virgin/Mastertronic 
Magnum lightgun? Among an 
avalanche of entries, some were, 
erm, interesting: Elite, Gauntlet and 
Frank Bruno's Boxing, to name but 
three! Anyway, here's the ten win- 
ners who came up with sensible 
answers: each receives some heavy 
dooty shootin’ irons for the CPC, 


| pardners: Paul Clancy, Cork - West 
| Bank, SDI, Prohibition; Neil 
| Montgomery, Fife - 180, West Bank, 


Stop him - he's reserved hisself a copy of AA! 


Aliens; John Bryant, Broadstairs - 
Robocop, Platoon, Gryzor, David 
Wilke, Strathaven - 180, Tnvial 
Pursuit, 3D Starfighter, John Gordon, 
London - 3D Pool, Space Harrier. 
Starglider. Kwokwah Chung, 
Windsor - Roadblasters, Space 
Harrier, Leader Board; David Chew, 
Dublin - Prohibition, 180, Aliens; 
James Howells, Pontypridd - The 
Train, SDI, Prohibition, Elizabeth 
Glyn Jones, Kew - Prohibition. 
West Bank, Space Harrier, Craig 
Fritzsche, Plymouth - SDI, 
Blasteroids, Afterburner. Nice ones, 
people, prizes with you soon! 


Skate Or Die (AA47) 
We asked: who wrote Electronic 
Arts’ Skate or Die? It was of course 


To the newsagent: Amstrad Action /s distributed 


Michael Kosaka, Stephen Lundrum 
and David Bunch. The two winners 
of the complete skateboard outfits 
are DANIEL MAKIN of Leigh on Sea 
and TRACY HADLEY of 
Hurworth-on-Tees 

Pandora giveaway 
(AA47) 

We asked you either to create a 
game concept which could be wmrit- 
ten using Pandora, or to suggest a 
new feature for the program. The 
following impressed us mightily 
Rowland Jack, Fen Ditton, 
Cambridge: D. Williams, Orpington, 
Kent: Fiona Richins, iver Heath, 
Bucks; J. Burton, Altrincham, 
Cheshire: Nicholas Kouladis. 
Southampton: Anonymous, 


Aberdeen; Steven Cook (no relation), 
Silverstone; lain Cameron, Moray: 
Piyush Jethwa, Leicester: Dayle 
Major, Auckland, New Zealand: 
steven Stewart, Preesall, Lancs: 
Andrew Stannard, Bridlington; Paul 
Carthy, Clonmel, Tipperary, Eire: 
Neil Montgomery, Fife, Scotland; 
Sean McManus, Stevenage; Hans 
Vanhellemont, Belgium; Christopher 
Smith, Blackburn, Lancs; Alan 
Ogilvie, Roundyhill by Forfar; 
Shabaz Yousaf, Slough: and $. 
Bonner, near Doncaster. Well done 
all! 


@® All unsuccessful entrants receive 
a £5 voucher off the price of 
Pandora. 


Filler Comp #2 


(AA47) 


Q. Who helped us tidy the office? 


3 by COMAG : ean” 
Doar newsagent, | the hat, and winner ofa sei AA 
| Please reserve me a copy of the November issue of ee scar OPHER 7 P HY 
| Amstrad Action, due out on Thursday 12 October | a Se ee 
| of Tamworth - the cheque’s in the 
’ Name: ha post! 
Address: ® This month's filler: who in the 
, AA office has the high score on 
Telephone number: : shinobi? A teaners up for gran 
, if you're under 16, please get your parent or guardian write to, Filler Comp #4, AA. 4 
to sign here: | Queen St, Bath BA! 1EJ. Comp 
- I es closes end of October Get to yt! 
A a lemma " 





“ADVERTISERS INDEX 


Schoo! Soltware 
screens Visor 

selec Software 

seven Stars 

Siren Soltware 
Smogware 

Soft Exchange 

Strategy Software 

Swift Software 

Tasman Soltware 
[Trance 

U.S. Gold Lid 

VSE Technical Services 
Virgin Mastertronic 
WAVE... 

Waeoo UK 

Willams Soltware Services 


Greynound Software a3 

Home Based Business A? 
| HSV Computer Senices Lid Pas] 
Infraset Lia Be 
Jackson Soltware '969 Lid 59 
John Morrison B2 
K&M Computers 57 
Kador a6 
Lerm Software 79 
MJC Supples 6 
Matrix 3 
Microgenic Systems ‘6 | 
Microstyle 67 
Mode One a3 
Lo 59 
Ocean Software IFC, 3, IBC, 
SDB. ie 68 


ist Choice Software 22 
Ae A 7g 
AKom 59 

1 ARC Education 5G 
Bit: ? 6/ 
Blade Games 15 
Boxart 6 
Brunning Soltware ef 
Casoel Computer Services a5 
Castle Computers 61 
Challenge Soltware ae 
Crazy J00's 
Database Ex bnons a9 
Datel Electronics Lid. 

| Oynamics “2 44 
Eseroe ple x) 
Goldmark Systems eo 











™ ACTION - 
—OFFERS 

BUY PRODUCTS FROM YOUR 

FAVOURITE CPC MAGAZINE. 


All the prices include postage, packing and VAT. You 
can trust us, we don't intend to leave the planet for 





quite some time! 





LIMITED EDITION COLLECTION 
For a limited period only we are offering the following two products to add to 
your Amstrad Action Designer Collection 


RED BINDER RED T-SHIRT 





This smart Red Binder with the A truly excellent red Amerncan T-Shirt 
Amstrad Action logo embossed in with the official AA logo in three 

blue on the spine and front. Holds 12 colours printed on the front. This 
issues Sale and secure trom summer wear yours with pride (and 


=" ™ dangerous sources please the Ed!) 
AA BINDERS : Order Code AA417R Medium 
The fabbo AA binder is the ideal item OR Order Code AAJ61R 
In which to store your growing £9.00 FOR TWO Extra Large 
collection of Britain's most popular Order Code AASIT2R Order Code AA362R 
CPC magazine! Holding 1? issues, os : | OR 
this royal blue binder with gold | 
embossed logo on side and front is WHY NOT BUY 
an essential purchase for even halt- TWO T-SHIRTS? 
serious readers, ONLY £9.00 
JUST £4.95 EACH (ONE in white and ONE in red, just quote 
Order Code AA217 the two relevant order codes!) 
OR BUY TWO FOR £9.00 
Order Code AAZ172 


CALL OUR HOTLINE 
ON 0458 74011 NOW 
OR SEE THE ORDER 
FORM ON PAGE 98 





T-SHIRT 

The amazing AA T-shirt is here! The sparky red and blue 
AA logo is printed on a white cotton T-shrt which you 
can buy for £4.99 in ether medium or extra large 
sizes. Get this and youll have AA even nearer 

your heart than ever before! 


JUST £4.99 
Medium 

Order Code AA361 
Extra large 

Order Code AAS62 


ALL OUR 

PRICES 

INCLUDE 

CARRIAGE AND 

VAT: THERE ARE 

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 
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m—UPFFERS 









PURPLE SATURN DAY 

from Infogrames 

The ultimate challenge. 

See your way through the most 
difficult contests with the prize being 
a luscious kiss from the Purple 
saturn Princess herself. 


“There's so much to this game that 
you'll be playing it, like us, for 
months to come" 


AA Issue 48 


CASSETTE RRP £9.95 
AA PRICE £6.95 

Order Code AAGOO0 

DISC RRP £14.95 

AA PRICE £9.95 

Order Code AAGO] 


GERRY ANDERSON'S 
THUNDERBIRDS 


From Grandslam 


q 





CALL OUR HOTLINE 
ON 
0458 74011 
OR SEE THE 
ORDER FORM ON 
PAGE 98 


SPECIAL ACTION 

from Ocean 

The latest superb compilation of 
games from the masters of software, 
Ocean. 

It consists of:- 

Captain Blood, $.0.1., Daley 
Thompson's Olympic Challenge, The 
Vindicator and Driller. 


CASSETTE RRP £12.99 
AA PRICE £8.95 
Order Code AA602 


DISC RRP £17.99 
AA PRICE £12.99 
Order Code AAGD3 


+ 


‘Calling 
International Rescue, calling 
international Rescue! 

Play the game and listen to the 
theme on the audio tape. Taken from 
the Gerry Anderson classic TV series 
YOU MUSE atTlempt to Save Some 
miners that have fallen to ihe bottom 
of a shaft. Using your superb 
Thunderbird range of aircraft and 
machinery, send the Tracy clan on 
this dangerous mission. With three 












AA 
DUST 
COVERS 
A set of dust 
COVErs Provides a 
neat solution to dust, 
tea and other potential 
computer disasters. 
These specially- 
commissioned Amstrad Action 
covers are made from high-quality, 
water (and coffee) proof PVC. They're 
coloured a gentie beige with smart blue 
trimm ne and matching AA logo. You can 
order a 2-piece Set tailor-made for your ( CPC 
system = just choose the correct order « 
the list below, 





pe fom 


2-PIECE SET ONLY £6.95 
Order Codes 

464 mono-A208 colour - A209 
664 mono-A210 colour - A211 
6128 mono- A212 colour - A213 


HIGHLIGHTER 
PENS 

For bringing out 
inose key 
pnrases, 
there's 
nothing 
ike 








MONEY MANAGER 
From Connect Systems 

Money Manager is an easy-to-use 
system for recording all financial 


AAe ® Sy a z Se cmc Fe a, apy 
nese transactions, and for analysing the 
AA - ; 
Py | re ni mp JE Ll VET b OWE! bey a 
oral '. + ta nr co 2") 2 ah ily hy Es oy 
sed order to facilitate so ancial 


pens in red, 
yellow and green. 


management deal f for controlling 
small businesses, or for users 
wisning to control ihnew personal 


THREE FOR finances in a busmess-like way 
£1.50 oe Full OPital ied Staremens. snow A ing 
Order Code AA266 each transaction for any month or for 


tne whole year. 
@ Bar graphs, pie charts etc. 


® Standing order facility 
more adventures including clashes @ Full telephone support 
with the infamous Hood’. CPC 464 (with disk drive) (6128 


All the characters are here, including 
Lady Penelope with her pink Rolls 
Royce and loyal chautterur, 


RRP £29.95 AA PRICE 
£18.95 


i 4 Parker. Order Code AA2S1AD 


WW 


‘Thunderbirds has the kind of 

depth and long term appeal thal 
I find really rewarding 

Steve Carey, AA Issue 47. 


AMS CASS RRP £12.95 


AA PRICE £8.95 
Order Code AAZ95AC 


AMS DIS RRP £14.95 


AA PRICE £9.95 
Order Code AAZ95AD 














—— 7 ACTION 


from Swift Software | 
The dynamic word finder for home and | 
DUSINGSS Use, 

It's SO @asy to use, Just type in a word and Straight away youll be offered a 
huge list of alternatives. Then, using just 
the mouse, you can select a word that's 
nearer to your requirement. Or if it's not 
quite what you're looking for, just click on 
Search to see another set, more closely 
related to the new word — and 50 on. 

@ Over 10,000 synonyms and antonyms 
@ Nearly 1,000 main subject headings 
@ Extra rapid word search 

@ Can be used as a Thesaurus 

@ Simple Operation 


RRP £29.95 
AA PRICE £19.95 


Order Code AA515 
(6128 or 464 with disk 
drive and upgrade) 









































USER GUIDE 





_——e JONES AND THE LAST 
CRUSADE from US Gold 


The man with the hat 1s back! 
A classic two fisted arcade game 


te, 

; LASER SQUAD 
from Bladesoft 

A game of tactics and wolence 


played on four action packed levels. 
Whip the bad guys...a5 only Indy can! 
Includes a copy of the “Byzantine 
Crusader” which details the storyline 
_ and Hints and Tips is included in the 
soitware. 


accurately simulating the one-to-one 
combat of rebel space marines. 
Superb flexibiity and playability make 
this one of the most brilliant war 
games. 

“Laser Squad will have any intelligent 
agero freak coming back time and 


AMS CASS £9.99 time again.” 
_ AA PRICE £6.99 Trenton Webb AA Issue 49 
— Order Code AAS11 


AMS CASS £9.99 
AA PRICE £6.99 
Order Code AA513 


AMS DISK £14.99 
AA PRICE £9.99 
Order Code AA514 


AMS DISK £14.99 
_ AA PRICE £9.99 


Order Code AAS12 


STOP PRESS AND MOUSE 

Desktop publishing — doing page design and printing 
on a computer instead of the old cut-and-paste and 
linotype printing method — 1s the boom area of low- 
cost computing. All the national dailes are switching 

















SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


over to DTP methods — and so are thousands of CPC SEE PAGE 65 

users, to produce everything from newsletters to , 

menus, from posters to invoices. FOR SOME 
EXCELLENT 


ONLY £64.99, 


THE RRP IS £79.99 


lf you order before 25th 
September it is still only 
£49.95) 


(CPC6128 or 464 with 
upgrade and disk drive) 


REASONS WHY! 


Order Code AA605 





X-PRESS 


from Medway King 

X-Press for owners and potential owners of 
Stop Press. There have always been 
limitations with programs running on 
the CPC machines, due to lack of 
memory. Now we can offer extra 
space and speed with this superb add- 
on package. See full review, issue 48. 


AA PRICE ONLY £19.99 
Order Code AAGOG 


ALL OUR 

PRICES INCLUDE 
CARRIAGE AND VAT - 
THEY'RE THE CHEAPEST AROUND! 








ISSUE 1-22 « SOLD OUT! 
ISSUE 23 # £1.25 


Launch of WordProcessing 
senes. Utility Type-ins. 


ISSUE 24° £1.25 

Two years of AA! 

Exoton. Word processors. 
Tas-Sign. More WIMPs. 


ISSUE 25-28 « SOLD OUT! 
ISSUE 29 «£1.25 
Six top printers reviewed. 


Soreadsheets. 


ISSUE 30° 21.25 
Discovering databases. How 


to upgrade a 464 to a 6128. 


ISSUE 31 £1.25 

LP/M sottware section 
starts. Basic programming 
reaches part five. 


ISSUE 32 «£1.25 


Educational software survey 


CODE 


—OFFI 


DESCRIPTION 


CP/M on ROM. 
processing. 


Word 


ISSUE 33 * £1.25 


Loads of hardware projects! - 


joystick, splitter, //O port 
etc. Comms 


ISSUE 34° £1.25 
Simulation software from 
space shutties to bike.. 


ISSUE 35 «£1.25 

Joy of hacking scrutinised: 
Buyers guide to computer 
DOOKS. 





ISSUE 36° 21.25 
VMicronet - worth it? Code 
Masters? Printer selection. 


ISSUE 37-40 « SOLD OUT 


ISSUE 4] « £1.50 
Databases for all, Hard 
drives, Pilgrim special, 
Batman, Jedi 


ISSUE 42 «© £1.25 

Wec Le Mans and Airbourne 
Ranger reviewed. How to 
write a best seller! Loads of 
Hot tips: 


ISSUE 43° £1.25 

The Amstrad Entertainment 
Centre. Citizen vy Mannesmann 
laily Printers. Educational 
Software, the latest offer 


ISSUE 44 «£1.25 

Joystick Jury. Barbarians | 
Professional music 
programmers, interviewed. 


ISSUE 45 «£1.25 

DTP a new, cheap package 
reviewed. Massic AA Soccer 
Spectacular. Guide on Midi 
Systems. 


Expand your Amstrad Action Collection! 
if you're one of the thousands of readers who've joined 
Amstrad Action only recently, you'll want to catch up on 









some of the good things you've missed. Here's how to do 


it. We have limited numbers of the back issues listed 
below, which we're selling at cover price with post and 








Please send me the above item/s) from the Amstrad Action 


Special offer pages. 


Make cheques & postal orders payable to 


FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 


lf paying by credit card,please enter details 


CREDIT CARD NUMBER 


EXP DATE 


Method of payment (please circle) 
ACCESS « VISA * CHEQUE * PO 


Send this form plus payment to SPECIAL OFFERS, AMSTRAD 
ACTION, THE OLD BARN, SOMERTON, SOMERSET TAL17PY 





packing free. 


PRICE 


TOTAL PAYABLE 


Name 


Address 


Please remember the post-code, if is essential! 


Date of Order 


Tel Number (If possible) 





ISSUE 46 © £1.45 
Forgotton Worlds and 
Stormiord, two brilliant 
games! Your best book 


guide. Whats really inside 
the CPC? 


ISSUE 47 * - 45 

The Magn n hgatgun, on 
trial. Row to write a best 
Pandora package 
examined for potential game 
programmers. The latest 
stock control update from 
SD Microsystems 


seller, the 


ISSUE 48, £1.45 

DTP special, various add-ons 
reviewed in depth. Gemini 
Wing, Red Heat and Purple 
saturn Day, all great games. 
How to create a magazine 
using your GPC, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


New 


aS Betting your |? 


subscribers welcome’ As well 


ssues posted 


directly to you from the printers, we 


have a unique Subsc 


ORDER FORM 49 This is how 


riber Scheme. 
t Works: immediately you 


subscribe we send you £20 worth of 
vouchers for our mail order section. 
This offer entitles you to a £20 
saving on mail order products from 


these pages over 
monins 
save £1. Plus 
ur up-to-the-minute super duper 
ve AA Mail Order Update, 


tir Fog 


PRCIUS 


the next 12 
For every £10 spent you 
DY SUDSCrIDINg OOK Out 


vnhuich will be posted to you in the next 
few weeks. 


ONLY £17.95 
Order Code AA396 


OVERSEAS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 


AIR-MAIL EUROPE £33.95 
Order Code AA397 


SURFACE EUROPE AND 


REST OF WORLD £23.50 
Order Code AAS9B 
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Your team travels the globe from London to 


Sydney challenging all comers in the latest craze 


that's sweeping the beaches. 


AMSTRAD 


i | 


cA, 


Fantastic action with variable service and play 
controls as you lob the defences, try a lightning 


99 


+ 


reflex short smash to win back your service, jump 


block to defend your match winner. 


This is Beach Volley. . 


DORE 


SPECTRUM COMMO 


. you may even catch a tan! 








/,, WHEN amit gaa tanh PREVAILS — 


| pe 
ye ag 
— 


1994 NEW YORE ..... The police dare not patrol the streets. 
|The army cannot control the city. Law and order no longer 
| exists.......Whenstreet .. gangs dominate a city. When 
| ordinary citizensno »)- longer defend pea for 
fear.Andwhenlaw goa® 
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